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Glencoe Mayor Glencoe Fourth Precinct

1) Why did you run for
election, or re-election, to
City Council?

I’m running for re-election
because I enjoy serving the
citizens of Glencoe. With
input from the public, our
boards, commissions and city
staff, we have been able to ac-
complish many enhancements
to the community. I have en-
joyed being part of this
process.

2) What will be your pri-
orities as a council member?

My first priority has always
been to provide appropriate
services at affordable cost to
the residents of Glencoe. It is
important to be a good stew-
ard of the facilities and infra-
structure. Proper maintenance
and repair is money well spent
over time.

3) What are the most im-
portant issues facing the city
now and in the future?
What would you do to ad-
dress these issues?

Our biggest challenge as a
community currently is street
repair and maintenance of our
underground utilities.

We have initiated a “street
maintenance plan” that evalu-
ates the condition of our city
streets. It also addresses the
age and condition of any
storm water, wastewater, or
water lines that are under the
street.

The work needed is not un-
like most communities in the
state that are experiencing a
deteriorating and aging infra-
structure system. With the
plan in place we can use our
financial resources wisely and
systematically repair our road
and underground utilities.

4) With the economy still
struggling, what would you
do, if anything, to help
restart residential and busi-
ness development, or rede-
velopment, in the
community?

We have several possible
funding sources for the work
needed on the streets. Because
different roads fall into differ-
ent categories, possible fund-
ing could come from local,

county or federal funds.
About six miles of our 44

miles of roadway fall under
municipal state aid roads. This
is another potential funding
source.

We also have two bond is-
sues that will be paid off in the
next couple of years. This
debt service could be used as
a funding source with little
impact on our property taxes.

We have been more fortu-
nate than many communities
attracting jobs. Miller Manu-
facturing, Midwest Porcine
and Miromatrix Medical are
the first companies to come to
mind. These companies em-
ploy a large number of work-
ers at various rates of pay. 

Economic development
work never stops. The City
Council, mayor and city staff
work closely with the Glencoe
Chamber of Commerce. The
chambers economic develop-
ment committee, under the di-
rection of the chamber
president, is always working
with potential new businesses
and supporting existing com-
panies in their efforts to build
a strong future in Glencoe.

The few empty buildings
that are around the commu-
nity are ideal start-up facilities
for prospective businesses.

I believe as the housing
stock gets depleted, we are in
a very good position for resi-

dential expansion. Our prox-
imity to the metro area is one
of the attractions.

Another reason people look
at Glencoe is the quality of
life and amenities available. I
am confident as the housing
market improves, our local
builders will meet the de-
mand.

7) Please give some biog-
raphical information about
yourself.

I have been a business
owner in Glencoe for 23
years. I served on the Glencoe
Fire Department for 20 years
and was on the relief associa-
tion for 12 years.

Having served on the Glen-
coe City Council for four
years, I am now completing
my eighth year as mayor. I
was a member of the Glencoe
Rotary and Chamber of Com-
merce and have served as
president for both organiza-
tions.

Currently, I substitute teach
in the GSL school district and
have tutored many students.

Since selling my business, I
continue to be a property
owner. The change in my
schedule has allowed me to be
very active directing choirs
and directing musical shows.

Because of my experience
with many issues addressing
city needs, I was asked to
serve on the board of directors
for the League of Minnesota
Cities and as vice-president of
the Coalition of Greater Min-
nesota Cities.

If re-elected, I will be the
president of the Coalition of
Greater Minnesota Cities in
2013.

I hope you can sense the
pride and passion I have for
Glencoe.

Kay and I moved to Glen-
coe in 1985. We thought it
would be a great place to raise
a family and work, we were
right. I have been honored to
serve as your mayor for the
past eight years. If re-elected
I will continue to work hard
on behalf of the citizens of
Glencoe.

Randy Wilson, Mayor

Randy Wilson

1) Why did you run for
election, or re-election, to
City Council?

I am running for mayor of
Glencoe because I am tired of
City Council taking away the
citizens’ rights and freedoms
with all their new ordinances.
The City Council members
don’t listen to what the citi-
zens have to say.

2) What will be your pri-
orities as a council member?

To bring more businesses to
Glencoe. This will provide
jobs for the citizens of Glen-
coe. Employment means secu-
rity. I will spend the citizens’
money wisely and not raise
property taxes.

3) What are the most im-
portant issues facing the city
now and in the future? What
would you do to address
these issues?

Having enough money for
the goods and services that are
provided by the city.

Also, whether or not to ex-
pand the liquor store.

And in the future, we may
get less state aid. We will have
to consider what to do with
less money and where it’s
needed for more of a higher
importance. We would look at
all the areas of the budget and
see where we can save money.

4) With the economy still
struggling, what would you
do, if anything, to help
restart residential and busi-
ness development, or rede-
velopment, in the
community?

Make it easier for people to
start a business. If you start a
business, we, the city, would
give you a five-year property
tax break. Also we would give

you reduced rates on your
water, lights and sewage. As a
city we would greatly support
your business for coming to
Glencoe.

5) The current City Coun-
cil is looking at ways to fund
future infrastructure costs
(ie., water, sewer and street
improvements). How to pay
for these improvements is
the issue, and some form of
assessments is being look at.
What funding method, if
any, would you favor and
why?

I would look at the grants
from the state to fund these is-
sues, and see if the people of
Glencoe would want to pay for
these repairs.

If the state says no to the
grants, then we would address
these issues to City Council.

6) Other comments or is-
sues.

What should be done about
the compost site?

It would be an honor to be
elected your mayor of Glen-
coe.

I will always listen to the
people. I believe citizens come
first. I will listen to the citi-
zens’ concerns and ideas to
make Glencoe a better com-
munity to live in.

I believe in doing what is
just and fair. I will do the best
I can to help the people of the
city and the businesses. I will
do my best to spend the peo-
ple’s money wisely.

7) Please give some biog-
raphical information about
yourself.

I am 37 years old, and I was
born and raised in Glencoe. I
graduated from Glencoe High
School in 1994.

After high school, I attended
Willmar Community College
for two years.

My dad, Louis Thurn, was a
lifetime resident of Glencoe.

In May 2000, I met my
beautiful, supportive and
funny wife, Kathy, at First
Minnesota Bank in Glencoe.
In March 2001, we married at
the First Congregational
Church.

We have been happily mar-
ried for 11 years, and we have
six beautiful children — three
girls, three boys and a 1-year-
old puppy, Sparkles.

My interests include spend-
ing quality time with my fam-
ily, attending sporting events
and being in the great out-
doors.

I am a den leader of Pack
352 of the Cub Scouts.

I work at Lester Building
Systems in Lester Prairie.

I am a Christian.

Lloyd Thurn, Mayor

Lloyd Thurn

1) Why did you run for
election, or re-election, to
City Council?

I am running for re-election
because I am not only proud,
but also excited about the pos-
itive changes that have come
to this community while hav-
ing this seat on the City Coun-
cil.

I also realize that we are
faced with challenges in the
near future, but I am confident
that I can provide the dialogue
and discussion in providing
solutions and decisions that
will receive the support of this
community’s taxpayers. I be-
lieve that these decisions will
make our community an even
better community to live,
work, own business, shop and
recreate.

2) What will be your pri-
orities as a council member?

A. Encouraging public input
and participation on issues as
this is valued in the decision
making process.

B. Providing the tools and
resources to city departments
to provide quality public serv-
ices to the community.

C. Continuing to support the
Glencoe Police Department’s
community awareness pro-
grams keeping our citizens
and streets safe.

D. Implementing a plan to
reclaim and reconstruct the de-
teriorating streets and infra-
structure that exists in the city.

E. Expanding and keeping
the municipal liquor store in
the downtown business dis-
trict. The community’s down-
town businesses can benefit
from the traffic; we must not
divert traffic from this area of
our city either by moving a
city-owned business that gen-
erates revenue, or creating al-
ternate routes in or out of the
city.

F. Enhancing the main park
of our city’s park system at

Oak Leaf Park with the possi-
ble revenue generating camp-
ground, and leaving the
remaining parks in the system
“intact.”

3) What are the most im-
portant issues facing the city
now and in the future? What
would you do to address
these issues?

The city has weathered the
LGA (local government aid)
cuts, and the LGA received the
past few years have remained
steady. We must now be very
frugal in our expenditures of
taxpayer monies, as we can be
assured there most likely will
be no LGA increases in the fu-
ture, and quite possibly we
may still see LGA reductions
in the future.   

4) With the economy still
struggling, what would you
do, if anything, to help
restart residential and busi-
ness development, or rede-
velopment, in the
community?

The economy will dictate
when there will be an upward
swing in new residential and
business development, or re-
development. As a city we can
continue to use advertising re-

sources as well as the Cham-
ber to sell our city to prospec-
tive business and potential
new residents.

Within the city are a good
public school district, good
public services and great
amenities that are good mar-
keting points to attract these
developments.

5) The current City Coun-
cil is looking at ways to fund
future infrastructure costs
(ie., water, sewer and street
improvements). How to pay
for these improvements is
the issue, and some form of
assessments is being look at.
What funding method, if
any, would you favor and
why?

I am in favor of general ob-
ligation bonds to fund the fu-
ture improvements. I do not
feel the homeowner or busi-
nesses that may be located on
any one particular street iden-
tified for improvements
should bear the burden of an
assessment.

In some newer develop-
ments that have been identi-
fied, the homeowners have
most likely already paid an as-
sessment for the streets and or
utilities located in that area.

6) Other comments or is-
sues.

In answering this question I
would like to publicly state
that my comments are made
on behalf of this city’s citizens
and public’s best interest: As a
city, we face some real chal-
lenges in the very near future
in how we fund the reclama-
tion and reconstruction of city
streets and infrastructure proj-
ect that will come from the
Street and Utility Review Plan
presented to the current City
Council this past summer.

At the same time we, as a
city, are being asked by

Greg Copas, Precinct 4

Greg Copas

1) Why did you run for
election, or re-election, to
City Council?

Running for City Council
has been something I have
thought about doing for some
time. I was not able to run
when I was a city employee
for the Glencoe Police Depart-
ment.

Serving on City Council is a
way that I can give back to the
community and serve the peo-
ple of Glencoe. I already have
a working knowledge of how
the city operates on a day to
day basis. 

In my patrol activities, I
often worked with the city
workers and department  heads
on different issues that would
arise. This not only gives me
an understanding of how
things operate above ground,
but below ground as well. I
have a lot of experience that I
can bring to the City Council.

2) What will be your prior-
ities as a council member?

Transportation is a priority.
We need to keep working with
our partners at the county and
state levels to make sure Glen-
coe does not get overlooked
when it comes to funding for
transportation projects that are
needed.

Keeping our infrastructure
maintained. It is very impor-
tant to keep the water and
sewer utilities in good working
order along with keeping our
streets maintained. If these
items  get neglected it is very
costly to repair them.

One priority for the better-
ment of Glencoe would be to
keep up communication with
the Department of Transporta-
tion to get Highway 212 com-
pleted, making it a four-lane
highway to the metropolitan
area.

Another priority would be to
work harder on promoting the
industrial park so we can at-
tract new businesses to Glen-
coe. We also need to work
with the existing business
community so Glencoe can be

a competitive place to shop
and do business. 

3) What are the most im-
portant issues facing the city
now and in the future? What
would you do to address
these issues?

Providing a good school
system I think is the biggest
challenge for the Glencoe
community and the GSL
School district today and in the
future. Space is a concern
looking at the Helen Baker
School. When I would visit the
school on work-related mat-
ters, I saw how the children
were using every small space
the building had to offer.

I also saw how the children
were sitting in the hallways
with their teacher trying to
learn with all the distractions
going on around them. 

I think that education is the
best foundation we can give to
our young people.

We need to keep working
with the police department and
the sheriff's department to re-
port suspicious activities in
our communities, especially
drug behavior.

The people who live in the
neighborhoods are the ones
who know who should be
there and who should not be

there. The more information
that gets reported the better the
chance of keeping our  neigh-
borhoods safe.

Glencoe needs to become a
competitive retail center where
people will want to shop. The
economy will send people out
for the best pricing. People
will often wait and make one
large trip to another town to
take advantage of lower
prices.

One Glencoe businessper-
son once told me that they
want people to stop at their
business because they want to
and not because they have to.

4) With the economy still
struggling, what would you
do, if anything, to help
restart residential and busi-
ness development, or rede-
velopment, in the
community?

In Glencoe the housing mar-
ket was hit hard with a lot of
other cities. Our utility compa-
nies have made a large invest-
ment in certain areas and have
not seen their money get re-
turned by new housing starts.

As far as industry coming to
Glencoe, we need to work
harder at promoting Glencoe
as the place they want to come
to.

We should focus on the as-
sets we already have. We have
a railroad in Glencoe that
could be used, we have  trans-
portation access to the cities
with Highway 212.

Also there seems to be bar-
riers that come between indus-
try and building here. We need
to make the process of coming
here easier and remove the
barriers and promote Glencoe.

Incentives are a useful tool.
Let’s use them to make Glen-
coe attractive. We are making
positive steps towards making
Glencoe attractive in the in-
dustrial park with the addition
of Gruenhagen Drive. We can
still do more.

Kevin Dietz, Precinct 4

Kevin Dietz

Greg Copas
Turn to page 2C

Kevin Dietz
Turn to page 2C
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Glencoe First Precinct

1) Why did you run for
election, or re-election, to
City Council?

After a three-year appointed
term, I feel the need to follow
through with a four-year
elected term. It has been an in-
teresting experience in public
service work, more so than I
thought it would. I consider it
a privilege to have been a City
Council member the past three
years.

2) What will be your prior-
ities as a council member?

Revitalization of the down-
town business area, reconstruc-
tion of city water, sewer, and
streets, economic development
at the airport and industrial
park, City Center utilization
and improvements.

3) What are the most im-
portant issues facing the city
now and in the future? What
would you do to address
these issues?

To maintain current level of
service (public safety, infra-
structure) while holding down
tax levy as much as possible.
Also to use county and state aid
wisely and to find improved
operating efficiencies where
we can (e.g., recent change in
snowbird ordinance).

4) With the economy still
struggling, what would you
do, if anything, to help
restart residential and busi-
ness development, or redevel-
opment, in the community?

The city already works
closely with chamber of com-
merce for local economic de-
velopment (e.g., Gruenhagen
Drive in the industrial park). I
serve on that committee (Eco-
nomic Development).

A current issue is what to do
with the municipal liquor store
(enlarge, improve, possibly re-
locate). A  professional market-
ing study is now underway on
this subject. Purpose is to en-
hance a key revenue source for
the city.

Airport revenues also need
to be improved. Not sure what
the city can do to “restart” res-
idential development in view
of current budget constraints.

5) The current City Coun-
cil is looking at ways to fund
future infrastructure costs
(ie., water, sewer and street
improvements). How to pay
for these improvements is the
issue, and some form of as-
sessments is being look at.
What funding method, if any,
would you favor and why?

There are water and sewer
mains in Glencoe (my precinct)
that are approaching 100 years
old and need replacement soon.
Special assessment bonds are
appropriate in certain cases
(new roads, water, sewer lines)
but must conform to “benefits
test” as set forth in Chapter 429
of state statutes (i.e., assess-
ment to home/business owner
cannot exceed appraised in-
crease in market value of a
property).

These bonds have a more
limited application compared
to general obligation bonds,
which spread out infrastructure
improvement costs among all
residents.

By the beginning of 2014 the

city will have approximately
$150,000 in existing annual tax
levy freed up, enabling some
new bonding to be written for
needed street/sewer/water
maintenance.

Water and wastewater rev-
enues may also be looked at for
public improvements. A sub-
stantial amount of revenue will
be freed up in the wastewater
fund in 2014 when the large
bond issued in 1994 for waste-
water plant improvements is
retired. This may require a rate
study and review of future cap-
ital improvements in these two
enterprise funds.

6) Other comments or is-
sues.

Glencoe residents have a city
management that is highly
competent and displays the ut-
most integrity, in my opinion.

Operating budgets have been
held at a constant level over the
past five years despite the deep
LGA funding cuts, starting in
2008, with very little negative
effect on residents.

Part of this achievement
comes from very efficient de-
partmental staffing and careful
analysis before acquiring re-
placement fleet vehicles and
other equipment. In other
words, I think the city runs a
pretty tight ship.

7) Please give some biogra-
phical information about
yourself.

At age 64, I am a Glencoe
native, having lived away from
Minnesota for 20 years before
returning to my hometown in
1995.

I am a liberal arts major at
University of Minnesota (Min-
neapolis campus), graduated in
1970.

I retired in 2006 from airline
career, after 30 years as a line
pilot.

Philosophy in life is to try to
leave the campsite better than
the way I found it.

Dan Perschau, Precinct 1

Dan Perschau

McLeod County to participate
in a cost-share agreement of
one half million dollars of
MSA (municipal state aid) for
construction of five blocks of
the CSAH 15/Morningside
road.

It is my belief, and the belief
of the general public that this
amount of MSA monies would
be well better spent for the 20
plus blocks of MSA streets
that are identified in the Street
and Utility Review Plan. Of
these MSA streets identified,
nine blocks have been identi-
fied for total reconstruction.

The taxpayers of this com-
munity expect and deserve the
already existing streets to be
well maintained and upgraded
to meet these expectations.
There is no good reason to
spend one half million MSA
dollars on these five blocks of
newly constructed county
roadway at this time.

This is not a road that is a

need to the city, but rather an-
other county artery to Min-
nesota Hightway 7. This
should be revisited once Glen-
view Estates is “built out,” the
industrial park is “built out,”
and our school district grows
by “significant numbers.”

We need to keep in mind
that nearly 10 years ago the
former decision-makers and
leaders of this community in-
dicated to MnDOT (Min-
nesota Department of
Transportation),“Thank you
but no thank you.” This is just
a scaled-down version of that
same proposal, but by a
smaller government entity.

Note: The conceptual/pre-
liminary plans for
CSAH/Morningside project
were presented at two different
meetings this past summer, yet
was never presented to the cur-
rent City Council.

7) Please give some biogra-
phical information about

yourself.
My wife (Deb) and I have

three children, Angie (Patrick)
Alsleben, Allison (Grant) Gro-
chow and son, Joe, all GSL
graduates.

I may have served you in
public service as your letter
carrier with the USPS. Also, I
am union steward of Branch
4095 NALC (National Associ-
ation Letter Carriers), a past
troop leader of Pack 352 Boy
Scouts of America, a volunteer
coach of various community
ed. youth athletic programs,
the Glencoe Baseball Associa-
tion chairperson of the 2011
State Baseball Tournament,
eight years tournament direc-
tor of annual Brewers/Blue-
jays Youth Little League
Woodbat Tournament, a mili-
tary veteran, and lifetime
member VFW Post 5102.

The family attends First
Lutheran Church.

Glencoe has a strong indus-
trial community. We need to
continue to work with the in-
dustries that we have to ensure
their future in Glencoe.

Miller Manufacturing for an
example is planning an expan-
sion project, which will com-
mit them to staying in the
Glencoe area.

Seneca is a company that
came to Glencoe in the 1940s.
A number of years ago,
Seneca had an expansion plan.
At that time the city  chose not
to work with them. The major
expansion went to Mont-
gomery where it is still in op-
eration.

One argument was that it
did not create enough jobs. I
believe Seneca would still ex-
pand in Glencoe if the city
were willing to work with
them.

If there are industries that
want to be in Glencoe, we
need to support them. We
can’t make it so difficult on
the industry that we push them
off to another city that would
be glad to work with them and
welcome job opportunities.

5) The current City Coun-
cil is looking at ways to fund
future infrastructure costs
(i.e., water, sewer, and street
improvements). How to pay
for these improvements is
the issue, and some form of
assessments is being looked
at. What funding method, if
any, would you favor and
why?

This is a very big issue.
Looking at the water, sewer
and streets you can see that
some  areas are showing their
age. Some of these utilities
have been in place for a long
time.

How to pay for these things
in a complex question. Are
you looking at just recon-
structing the road or are you
looking at reconstructing
water, sewer and storm sewer
along with  reconstructing the
road?

There are a few options you
could use. Cities like Gaylord
used a 50/50 split between the
city and the home owners.
Where as cities like Hamburg,
Gibbon and New Auburn used
a 60 percent city to 40 percent

homeowner cost. 
Looking at the 50/50 split,

this would favor the home-
owner and the guests of the
neighborhood that use the
streets. This option favors the
homeowner but is more ex-
pensive to the city.

The 60/40 split (city to
homeowner) would cause the
amount of the assessments to
go on the homeowner’s taxes
over 15 years at 6 percent in-
terest. 

The assessments would be
paid over 15 years or in a lump
sum or anytime during the 15
years.

The other option would be
to assess 10 percent of the
value of the home. ($150,000
home would be $15,000). This
option could be used unless
the city would be unable to
pay for the cost of the im-
provements.

Other options would include
waiting until after the im-
provements to assess. 

That way if there are any
unforeseen costs for the im-
provements they could be
added (such as soil corrections
or additional materials
needed).

The city also has in place
the WAC and SAC fees of
$1,100 each to rehook up the
water and sewer.

The option that I would
favor would be the one that
would be the most beneficial
to the homeowner while still
getting the project completed
and keeping the city within its
budget.

Which option would I want
to see assessed  to me?  None.
But we also have to look at the
reality. The roads and infra-
structure are getting old and
they need to be repaired. Right
now the southwest corner of
town is in the most need of re-
pair. Cost of repair comes with
a price. 

6) Other comments or is-
sues.

Looking at all the projects
that are going on or are
planned, I think we need to
look at what the priorities are.
What is really important?

One thing that I have heard
is a lot of comments on was
the bike/hike trail that runs

east to County Road 1. 
While it is a very nice thing

to have, we also have to make
sure we have the money for
the important things we use
day to day. For instance, some
of the streets are showing their
age. How do we pay for them
in a fair way? 

I believe when projects are
done they need to be com-
pleted right the first time.
When water and sewer lines
need to be fixed and the road
is dug up, this is the time to fix
them rather than have to dig
the road up again once its
fixed and make small holes
everywhere, which will make
the road age faster.

I have no agenda. My goal
is to work on what can be done
for the benefit of Glencoe and
the people that live here and
want to stay here. 

I have a firm understanding
of how the city departments
operate on a daily basis as well
as in emergency situations
such as spring flooding and
dealing with hazardous mate-
rials.

7) Please give some biog-
raphical information about
yourself.

I am a lifelong resident of
Glencoe. I am married and we
have an 11-year-old son.  

I worked for Green Giant
during high school and college
during summers until being
hired by the city of Glencoe in
1985 as a police officer. I re-
cently retired  from the GPD
after almost 27 years of serv-
ice to the city of Glencoe.

I am a member of St. Pius X
Catholic Church, active with
the Boy Scout Troop 352 in
Glencoe and currently serve as
an assistant scoutmaster. Be-
fore this, I was active with the
Cub Scout Pack 352 where I
was an adult leader for four
years.

Greg Copas Continued from page 1C

Kevin Dietz Continued from page 1C

Brownton City Council

1) Why did you run for
election, or re-election, to the
City Council?

To finish projects that are re-
ally important to the city and
the citizens of Brownton.  

Generally, to help keep
things running as smoothly as
possible. 

2) What do you feel are the
top three issues facing your
community, and how would
you specifically address
those issues?

1) Getting natural gas to our
town. We need to inform folks
that natural gas will save a lot
of money for everyone, no
matter what fuel you’re burn-
ing now.

As a utility, it can be a
source of revenue for the city,

similar to that which we have
with our electric utility.

If you need a new furnace,
your savings would pay for it
in only a few years.

If you have LP gas now, the
change-over cost to natural is
minimal. ($100?)

Call me — I have facts and
figures to back these claims.
Honest figures.

2) Interviewing applicants
for our police department. We
need to get our PD back on its
feet, to restore integrity, func-
tionality and efficiency. We
hope to have a new police of-
ficer/chief on board by Jan. 1,
2013.

3) We are still working on
the flood mitigation project, a
long and complex procedure.

3) Other comments or is-
sues.

None.
4) Please give some biogra-

phical information about
yourself.

I’ve lived in Brownton for
40 years now — time does fly. 

I’m still married to my first
wife, retired from 30-some
years at 3M, raised three kids
here and been part of the city
council for a good number of
those years.

We’ve enjoyed living here,
made some good friends and
look forward to a good many
more years here.

Thank you, and give serious
thought to voting for natural
gas in the special election after
the first of the year.

Curt Carrigan, Mayor

1) Why did you run for
election, or re-election, to the
City Council?

I want to help keep Brown-
ton an enjoyable place to re-
side. 

2) What do you feel are the
top three issues facing your
community, and how would
you specifically address
those issues?

One of my main issues is to
bring natural gas into the com-
munity because I feel it would
be a big benefit to the residents
of Brownton. We are currently
working on this and I would
like to see it completed.

I am also very proud of the
work that has been done at the
Brownton Area Civic Center

and would like to see the park-
ing area finished so the build-
ing would be better accessible.

We need to keep a handle on
our spending while our in-
come is down because of
lower LGA (local government
aid) and lower home values.

3) Other comments or is-
sues.

None.
4) Biographical informa-

tion:
I have been married to my

wife Mona for 28 years. I have
also lived in Brownton for 28
years. We have two children,
Samantha, who lives in Ro-
seville, and Zach and his wife,
Jess, live by Silver Lake. I
have been employed at 3M in
Hutchinson for over 30 years. 

Brian Dressel, Council

Brian Dressel

1) Why did you run for
election, or re-election, to the
City Council?

I have lived in Brownton all
my life and being on the City
Council is giving something
back to the city. I served on the
Brownton Fire Department
and several committees and
various fund raisers. I think
everybody should give some-
thing back to keep the city
growing. 

2) What do you feel are the
top three issues facing your
community, and how would
you specifically address
those issues?

The three things I feel are
most important to the city are
the budget, natural gas and
streets and utilities.

• Budget: Trying to keep the
budget in check each year is
getting harder with falling real
estate taxes and not knowing
how much our local govern-
ment aid (LGA) payments will
be. Also with the costs of labor
and material going up, we
need to get the most for our
dollars.

• Natural gas: At our Octo-
ber Council meeting we voted
to start the process of estab-
lishing a municipal natural gas
utility system. Natural gas is
the fuel of the future, low cost,
clean burning and stable pric-
ing. Not only will the citizens
of Brownton see a savings on
their utility bills, but the city
will raise revenue, therefore,
holding down local taxes.

• Trying to maintain streets
and utilities: With costs going

up and revenue going down,
we need to know when to re-
pair or rebuild. By using main-
tenance schedules, testing and
annual reports, my goal as a
city councilman is to keep
taxes down while making
Brownton safe, strong and
growing.

3) Other comments or is-
sues.

As an elected official, be it
city council, county commis-
sioner or school board mem-
ber, it is our duty to get the
most for our dollar.

Brownton has always been a
strong supporter of education,
and we would like to help
solve the GSL over-crowded
problem. For one-tenth of the
cost of the planned building
project at GSL, the Brownton
elementary school building
would certainly solve some of
the over-crowding problem.

Brownton is the only city,
other than Glencoe, in the
school district to support the
referendum, thereby showing
our strong support for our
school district.

Norm Schwarze, Council

Norm Schwarze



Supports Municipal Liquor Store 
Expansion Downtown Business District

Supports Future Municipal State Aid earmarked towards
Street & Utility Reclamation and Reconstruction Projects

from Street & Utility Review Plan

Supports Public Input and Participation in Public Meetings

Supports a possible Revenue Generating 
Campground located at Oak Leaf Park

Supports Community Awareness Programs 
Provided by Glencoe Police Dept.

Thank you in advance for 
your vote on November 6th!

G reg Copas Precinct 4Re-Elect
Paid for on
own behalf.
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Glencoe-Silver Lake School Board

1) Why did you run for the
school board?

I’m running to be elected to
the school board because, sim-
ply put, I have a passion for
education. It’s not just what I
do each day; it’s who I am. 

Continuing to be a member
of the board allows me, as an
alumnus of our school system,
to give back to the district that
has afforded me many oppor-
tunities in my life.

I became involved as an ad-
vocate to continue providing
high quality education to GSL
students the same way that
previous generations provided
when I went to school here.

I feel that I’m able to repre-
sent a large demographic of
our district which is comprised
of pro-education taxpayers
who currently do not have a
student in the school system.
This is a group that deserves
an equal voice at the table. 

Being single and being an
educator enhances my per-
spective, allowing me to be
objective and insightful. I be-
lieve that education and patri-
otism are the two most
important things that unite all
of us; serving as a member of
the school board marries the
two and allows me to repre-
sent and advocate for both. 

2) What will be your top
priorities as a school board
member?

I believe there are three
equally important priorities to
consider for the future. First,
we need to continue to educate
the public for a successful pas-
sage of a bond referendum to
alleviate the space needs for
the early childhood through
second grade classes.

District-wide space issues
continue to limit the options
this board has for delivering
and creating best-practice pro-
grams for our kids. Without
additional space, options that
would benefit the education of
our students become quick fix
band-aides instead of efficient
long term solutions.

Second, we need to continue
to be watchful of the financial
health of the district.  This
board has worked diligently to
be good stewards of the
money the district receives
from its taxpayers. We get one
chance to spend each dollar,
and we want to get the best
value possible from it.  There
isn’t a better way to invest in
the future than in the educa-
tion of our children!  

Third, as a district we need
to continue to make positive
strides in the quest to prepare
our students for their futures.

The multiple measures by
which our district is judged
help us gauge where to put our
resources; however, the meas-
ures don’t always give the
whole picture of the district.

We must prepare our stu-
dents to be positively con-
tributing citizens, creative
problem solvers and well-
rounded individuals. If we are
successful, our graduates will
be able to adapt in the diverse
world that awaits them.  

As a current member of this
board, I make every attempt to
model my priorities. It is my
belief that each of these prior-
ities benefits the educational
community that our students
need and deserve.

3) What are the biggest

challenges facing this school
district?

One of the biggest chal-
lenges that all districts face is
continuing to have a healthy
budget in times when the state
and federal governments are
under-funding mandates, not
providing for stable education
funding sources, and borrow-
ing money from healthy dis-
tricts that have made the
difficult conscientious deci-
sions locally.

Thanks to the successful
passage of the current operat-
ing levy and the conscientious
watch of our school board and
administration, we’ve been
able to meet the challenge of
keeping a healthy budget
while keeping the state and
federal forces from negatively
impacting it. Please know this
is an ongoing challenge that
our current school board takes
very seriously.

Another big challenge is the
issue of building the necessary
facilities in order to deliver
high-quality programming for
our youth. The challenge we
have as a board is continually
having limited options of
doing what is right for the ed-
ucation of our students in the
long term with such con-
straints and limitations in our
facilities. Not planning for the
future would be short-sighted
and not be in the best interest
of our students, their families,
and taxpayers.

Folks, the challenge of ask-
ing the residents of the GSL
district to raise their taxes to
any level is not an easy thing
to do. Some may call asking
the question of the public a
challenge in itself. 

It’s a challenge to pay all
sorts of taxes on things we
may or may not support.
These taxes are not posed to
the public in question form;
they are just afforded to the
different levels of government
for goods and services.

Jamie Alsleben

Jamie Alsleben

1) Why did you run for the
school board?

As a current school board
member (for the past four
years), I have gained knowl-
edge, a better understanding,
and care a great deal about ed-
ucation. My time on the
school board allows me to
give back to society, and I
hope it makes a positive im-
pact to someone’s life.

2) What will be your top
priorities as a school board
member?

Fiscal responsibility —
maintaining a fund balance
greater than 20 percent to 25
percent.

Test scores that meet at least
the average of the state of
Minnesota.

Safe school environment for
learning — support programs
like (Olweus Bullying Preven-
tion).  

Technology/curriculum —
giving the teachers and stu-
dents the tools to be success-
ful.

3) What are the biggest
challenges facing this school
district?

Space, space, space and
more space. Buildings/class
rooms are busting at the
seams.

Test scores. The district
must maintain at least the state
average.

Facilities. Maintain current
structures for future genera-
tions.

4) With the new MMR
regulations for standardized
test scores, is the district
heading in the right direc-
tion in improving those
scores? If so why? If not,
why not?

This is Minnesota’s new at-
tempt to measure school per-
formance. Much like No Child
Left Behind (NCLB) and after
10 years that program did not
see measureable amounts of
success.

With any new state program
it takes time to implement the
services needed to meet K-12

student success.
As the district continues to

implement services each year
to help our students test scores
rise; only time will tell if the
MMR program is the right
one.

5) What are your thoughts
on the space needs of GSL
School District? Is another
referendum needed? If so,
and it fails again, what
should be done with Helen
Baker?

More space is definitely
needed, the question is how
we get there. With limited
acres on the Helen Baker site
for any new buildings and the
existing building that needs
major upgrades, is this loca-
tion the best place for the dis-
trict dollar to be spent?

Moving the students to a
new facility on the current
high school acres aids in
maintenance, transportation
and utility dollars saved, but
comes with a price tag and a
referendum that has failed
twice. 

If the high school site is the
location, the referendum needs
to be a grassroots effort and
not a school board/administra-
tion push.  The use of the
Helen Baker building and site

could be turned into a com-
mercial site for the city or a
possible site for special inter-
est groups.

The need for the school dis-
trict to find a solution for
Helen Baker, might take some
time.

6) The district began the
new federally mandated
food program in the schools.
Is that something you sup-
port?

Governmental mandates are
a fact of life. You may agree
with them or not, the bottom
line is they cost you money.
This food program will in-
crease the cost per meal for the
next three years. The only
hope is that the quantity, qual-
ity and food selection entices
the students to continue to
support the program.

By supporting this man-
dated food program, it allows
the district to continue the free
breakfast program for all stu-
dents.

7) Other comments.
I have enjoyed my last four

years on the school board and
ask for your support in the up
coming election. Thank you. 

8) Please give some biog-
raphical information about
yourself.

I have been married to my
wife Janice for 27 years. We
have two sons, Ryan and
Ethan, along with a daughter
Leah, and after this year, they
all will have graduated from
GSL. 

I am employed by the city
of Glencoe for the past 15
years and currently serve on
the McLeod County Solid
Waste committee as its chair-
man. 

I am an active member of
the VFW and served in the
United States Marine Corps.  I
belong to St. Pius X church
and I am a member of the
Knights of Columbus.

I enjoy all water sports and
the great outdoors.

Gary Schreifels

Gary Schreifels

1) Why did you run for the
school board?

Our kids need our help to
succeed in life. I hope I can
help our school board make
those decisions to provide the
best opportunities for them.

2) What will be your top
priorities as a school board
member?

I hope to learn as much as I
can, as fast as possible, so we
can get to work. We seem to
have lost sight of the fact that
it takes a community to raise a
child. If we don’t work to-
gether, proficiency in reading
and math will not improve,
and our kids will not succeed.

3) What are the biggest
challenges facing this school
district?

The biggest challenges we
have right now are how to pay
for what we need in these
tough economic times, and
how to raise the bar on educat-
ing our kids.

4) With the new MMR
regulations for standardized
tests scores, is the district
heading in the right direc-
tion in improving those
scores? If so, why? If not,
why not?

I will admit I don’t know a
lot about the new regulations,
but from what I can tell, I
would have to say no. The
numbers don’t seem to go up
consistently; they go up and
down.

5) What are your thoughts
on the space needs of GSL
School District? Is another
referendum needed? If so,
and it fails again, what
should be done with Helen
Baker?

The issue with space will
not be fixed anytime soon, so
what we need to do is get
teachers with larger classes
some help.

Second question: This is
one of the things I need to
learn more about to effectively
answer this question, but I
can’t see spending money to
run the referendum right now.

Third question: Even if a
referendum were to pass, it
would take a few years before
the building will be usable,

and the teachers with the large
classes need help now!

6) The district began the
new federally mandated
food program in the schools.
Is that something you sup-
port?

I do suppport teaching kids
to eat healthier. I have made
changes in my own family,
and it is working. However,
you can’t just cut things out,
you also have to make it taste
good, and if you ask my kids
and their friends, that is where
the problem is.

7) Other comments.
I am very committed to

helping the GSL School Dis-
trict with the challenges ahead,
and Iwill keep an open mind to
making that happen.

8) Please give some biog-
raphical information about
yourself.

I have been married to my
husband Ron for 23 years, and
we have five boys — Justin,
Jeremy, Jason, Joshua and
Jacob.

We live on a dairy farm that
has been in my husband’s fam-
ily for 139 years. In 2002, we
sold our cows, and now we
both have jobs in Glencoe.

I have been active in 4-H for
at least 20 years, a member of
the McLeod Fish and Wildlife
Alliance and a volunteer at
GSL when I can.

My favorite thing to do is
spending time with my family.

Donna VonBerge

Donna VonBerge

1) Why did you run for the
school board?

I’m running for my second
term on the GSL School
Board. I feel that as a school
board we have made some
positive strides enabling GSL
to grow as a district. The stu-
dents of GSL continue to be
our future. Academics, infused
with extracurricular activities,
surrounded by the communi-
ties that make up GSL, con-
tinue to be my focus.

2) What will be your top
priorities as a school board
member?

My top priorities as a board
member will be to continue to
really listen to what the people
who elected me are saying,
and in what direction they
want us to go.

As a board, we must con-
tinue to be fiscally responsi-
ble, retain a top-notch staff for
all our schools, and keep cur-
rent with the latest technology
available to us.

We must continue to en-
hance the image of our schools
and make them a place where
people want to send their chil-
dren.

When new people are mov-
ing into the area, we need GSL
to be the place that attracts
their attention and encourages
them to move into the district
and become a part of our pro-
gram.

3) What are the biggest
challenges facing this school
district?

The biggest challenge fac-
ing the district today can be
summed up by using the
ABCs.

A is for attitude. We need
everyone in the district to have
the attitude that the schools are
everybody’s responsibility. We
need everyone to feel that our
children’s education is the re-
sponsibility we all share. All
of us need to be involved.

B is for the budget. We must
provide the best education to
our families, while staying

within a budget that we can
manage.

The C is for curriculum of-
ferings. We need to offer our
students classes that prepare
them for the future. We need
to be aware of standards that
students are expected to meet,
and then offer opportunities to
meet those standards.

4) With the new MMR
regulations for standardized
tests scores, is the district
heading in the right direc-
tion in improving those
scores? If so, why? If not,
why not?

I do feel the district is head-
ing in the right direction on
improving MMR scores. Im-
provement has been made, but
more is needed.

This question correlates
well with the challenges that
face our district today. It is
crucial to have everyone in-
volved in a child’s education.

Families, community mem-
bers, teachers and administra-
tion have a wonderful
opportunity to work together
to help students be successful.

If we all take it seriously, we
can feel confident that our
children will have a positive
future. It’s a cycle that is at-
tainable, but requires all of us
to be stakeholders in education

today.
5) What are your thoughts

on the space needs of the
GSL School District? Is an-
other referendum needed? If
so, and it fails again, what
should be done with the
Helen Baker Elementary
building?

Space in our classrooms is a
very real and serious issue at
GSL. Last year at some of our
schools, children were receiv-
ing extra help by utilizing hall-
ways and vestibules by
doorways to give one-on-one
instruction.

Staff members make the
best of these situations. Fire
codes and safety concerns are
definitely items we need to be
aware of.

Economic times make it dif-
ficult for a referendum, but our
district’s needs are evident.

If another referendum is run
again, and we fail to pass it,
then we need to decide if
money will be spent on exist-
ing buildings, i.e. Helen
Baker, with the possibility of
adding on portable class-
rooms.

These are all options, but we
need to make decisions that
will be the best for long-term
planning rather than short-
term fixes.

Full classrooms and large
numbers of students are good
problems, but if we are look-
ing for higher test scores, we
need to meet students’ needs
with the proper educational fa-
cilities.

6) The district began the
new federally mandated
food program in the schools.
Is that something you sup-
port?

I do support the federally
mandated food program in the
school, but I am concerned
about the way it is set up.

Federal and state aid are
necessary to allow families
that qualify for free and re-

Kevin Kuester

Kevin Kuester

Jamie Alsleben
Turn to page 4C

The McLeod County Chronicle, Wednesday, October 24, 2012, page 3C

Kevin Kuester
Turn to page 4C



The McLeod County Chronicle, Wednesday, October 24, 2012, page 4C

ronshimanski@yahoo.com
320-327-0112
Prepared and paid for by Shimanski for Commissioner

VOTE: Ron Shimanski, 
Aug. 14 in the Primary Election

for McLeod County District 1 Commissioner
Representing Bergen Township, Hale Township, Lester Prairie, Silver Lake, 
Winsted and Winsted Township.

✔ Control county spending and stabilize county property tax rates
✔ Create more transparency in McLeod County government
✔ Support agriculture as the economic engine of rural Minnesota

I understand that education
is the rare opportunity for the
public to actually have a voice
in where their money goes. I
want that voice to be in the af-
firmative for current and fu-
ture generations’ education in
the GSL district.

Please know my personal
challenge is to weigh the value
of every option possible be-
fore I ask for one red-cent of
our residents.

My challenge for you is to
realize we’re at a crossroads in
the district, where we are
going to have to spend addi-
tional money on facilities.
Our board is making every at-
tempt to be as efficient now, as
in the future with the dollars
saved and spent.

I know that we will respect-
fully face these challenges to-
gether and arrive at a solution
that will benefit our GSL stu-
dents.

4) With the new MMR
regulations for standardized
tests scores, is the district
heading in the right direc-
tion in improving those
scores?  If so, why?  If not,
why not?

For the past years we have
been in an environment of
continuous changing of stan-
dards, testing and measure-
ment of schools. I feel that we
currently have a benchmark
that shows us where we are
and a path to improve.

The multiple measures of
our district and individual stu-
dents have identified the defi-
ciencies so that we can put
into place the correct program-
ming to remedy those areas
needing improvement.

As we continue to monitor
the progress each are making,
we are adjusting our staff de-
velopment, curricular instruc-
tion and additional resources
to meet the identified needs.

As a district, we’ll continue
to measure from within the ef-
fectiveness of our efforts and
implement and execute to the
best of our abilities sound pro-
gramming for all of our GSL
students.   

5) What are your thoughts
on the space needs of the
GSL School District? Is an-
other referendum needed? If
so, and it fails again, what
should be done with the

Helen Baker Elementary
building?

I do feel that the discussion
of our building needs, as they
relate to the delivery of educa-
tion and safety of our students,
hasn’t changed.

Currently, our Helen Baker
facility is impeding our ability
to lower class size and place
programming in appropriate
spaces that will deliver the
high quality education that our
students need in order to com-
pete in the future. Our charge
as a board is to look for effi-
ciencies at all times while at-
tempting to provide top
quality opportunities in educa-
tion in an ever-changing
world.

In multiple studies and con-
versations that have occurred
during the past months, the
case will continue to be pre-
sented that there are possibili-
ties of efficiency, safety
opportunities and space needs
that could be addressed by re-
placing the Helen Baker facil-
ity and site with some
additions/remodeling on the
Lincoln/GSL High School
site.

As board members we have
worked hard to provide the
best plan for the future while
keeping an eye on the tax bur-
den that would be placed upon
our residents. We will con-
tinue to prove the need and to
provide the facts to the ques-
tions that are asked.

As always the decisions re-
garding the fate of buildings,
giving the guidance in moving
forward and ultimately the
vote lies is the hands of the
voters. Democracy allows the
voters to make an informed
decision based on the case of
need and facts provided. 

I strongly encourage voters
to engage early in the process
to ensure the referendum is
one they can support. 

6) The district began the
new federally mandated
food program in the schools.
Is that something you sup-
port?

I support healthy choices
and activities for students;
however, this food program is
another example of well-in-
tended federal politicians
making decisions and leaving
the district with the expensive

implementation of the pro-
gram.

I see a lot of waste when
younger students do not get to
select the amount of food
placed upon their lunch trays,
and the older students and ath-
letes not getting enough food
on their trays are still hungry. 

Obviously, one size doesn’t
fit all. I believe it is the job of
school and government to ed-
ucate individuals to make
choices, not make the choices
for the individuals. 

It has always been the intent
of our district to keep food
costs affordable and healthy
for the students. Unfortu-
nately, the cost of this federal
mandate gets passed on to
families and local taxpayers so
that the food service doesn’t
become a drain on the dis-
trict’s budget.  

7) Other comments. 
I have been involved in

some type of education for
over 30 years on one side of a
school desk or the other.  My
educational experiences have
come from my family, church
and school systems. Each has
afforded me opportunities per-
sonally and professionally be-
yond my wildest beliefs.

As a school board member,
I want to continue to support,
build and protect the best
school district in the area for
current and future GSL stu-
dents so that they have equally
personal and professional op-
portunities that even surpass
mine. 

8) Please give some biog-
raphical information about
yourself.

I have called Glencoe my
home for 41 years. As a mem-
ber of Christ Lutheran Church,
I have been a vacation Bible
school teacher and a volunteer
at GRHS long-term care.

I graduated from Glencoe
High School in 1989 and Gus-
tavus Adolphus College in
1993. I’ve been an elementary
educator for 20 years and
teaching at Eden Prairie for
the past 16 years.

My family members in the
area are my mom, Bonnie J.
Alsleben and grandparents,
Inez and the late Erwin Al-
sleben.

duced lunches the opportunity
to receive them.

Our school breakfast and
lunch programs may be the
most complete meal that some
children receive in one day.

However, obesity is a con-
cern in our nation. I do not be-
lieve this problem is a result of
our school food programs, but
rather the lack of activity that
students participate in after
consuming daily calories.

I believe the school lunch
programs have the opportunity
to offer a variety of choices
within the guidelines of the
federal and state programs.

There is room for improve-
ment, and I look forward to
working with the district on
this issue.

7) Other comments.
I believe that the GSL

School District has many pos-
itive things going on. I feel
that all of our students are
great kids. We need to nurture
that.

All of our staff members can
be such a positive influence on
our students. They work hard
to do just that.

We all need to remember we
can be role models for our stu-
dents. We just need to keep
building on all the positive en-
ergy that is evident in our dis-
trict.

8) Please give some biog-
raphical information about
yourself.

I have lived in Glencoe for
all my married life. My wife

of 28 years is Teresa, and she
is a kindergarten teacher at
Helen Baker Elementary
School.

I have been employed by
Green Giant, Pillsbury, Grand
Metropolitan, Seneca, for 30
years.

Our daughter, Savannah,
graduated from GSL in 2009
and is in her senior year at the
College of St. Benedict. Our
son, Ryan, is a senior at GSL.

We live on a farm west of
Glencoe, which is enrolled in
the CRP.

I thank The McLeod County
Chronicle for the opportunity
to share my views and would
appreciate your vote in No-
vember.

Jamie AlslebenContinued from page 3C

Kevin Kuester Continued from page 3C

McLeod County Board

1) Why did you choose to
run for a seat on the county
board?

With the open seat for the
McLeod County 1st District
commissioner, I am asking the
voters for the opportunity to
serve the residents of McLeod
County as commissioner. This
would allow me to utilize my
experience as a business
owner and state representative
to guide and shape the future
of McLeod County.

Policies and regulations ad-
ministered by the county can
help business and industry
grow and prosper in our area.
The diversity of our economic
base and social environment
provide opportunities for busi-
ness to thrive and residents to
enjoy the good things in life.

I will strive to protect and
enhance the economic and so-
cial wellbeing of this area.

2) What do you feel are the
top three issues facing
McLeod County and, specif-
ically, how would you like
those issues addressed?

I would work to tighten the
county budget, so that we
could balance and stabilize the
property tax burden on homes,
farms and businesses county-
wide.

Reducing the impact of un-
funded mandates from the
state and federal regulations
on McLeod County govern-
ment is also a priority.

Business owners in District
1 have contacted me about
substantial property taxes in-
creases in recent years. I be-
lieve we can do a better job
communicating with taxpay-
ers in anticipation of substan-
tial changes in property tax
adjustments. 

The county can be innova-
tive and practical in the imple-
mentation of some mandates,
but must also be proactive in
helping our job creators navi-
gate regulatory demands. We
must continue to push back on
unfunded mandates by state
and federal agencies.

Good government is best
managed at the local level.
Our local elected officials are
best qualified to understand

the needs and capabilities of
our local communities and
businesses to help determine
the proper solutions.

The county board needs to
understand problems from the
businessperson’s perspective
and help work toward effec-
tive solutions.

3) What are your trans-
portation priorities for the
county?

We need to maintain our
county road system for the
benefit of our residents and
businesses, improving road
surface conditions where
needed.

I would continue to work
with Trailblazer Transit to as-
sure that it remains viable and
becomes more self-sustaining
and less dependent on county
funding.

McLeod County should
continue to work with the
TC&W Railroad to encourage
them to expand their opera-
tions in our county.

4) What do you see as the
top priorities for long-range
facilities planning for the
county?

The county needs to con-
tinue to adopt technology to
store and retrieve data and
move archive files to secure
storage to open up office space
where needed. I believe we are
several years away from a
need to build a new county
government campus that
would bring most county gov-
ernment offices back to a cen-
tral location.

5) Other comments:
As a county commissioner,

I would not presume to have
all the answers, but would
have the determination to
work diligently to discover the
best, most viable solutions, to
provide the best value to the
residents. With complex is-
sues, solutions will need to be
well thought out, fair, and
timely. Commissioners need
to listen to the citizens, treat
everyone fairly, and make de-
cisions effectively. 

I ask the citizens of McLeod
County to take an active part
in their government. Attend
meetings, voice your opinion,
and be ready to be a part of the
solution, for our government
is “We the People.” 

I trust that the voters of
McLeod County’s 1st District
will find my qualifications and
concerns beneficial for the fu-
ture growth and prosperity of
this area and ask for their con-
sideration, support and vote on
Nov. 6.

6) Please give some biog-
raphical information about
yourself.

I am a lifelong resident of
Hale Township, where my
wife Lois, (deceased) and I
raised three sons. I am blessed
to have six wonderful grand-
children living nearby.

Education includes Silver
Lake High school and Willmar
Community College, with a
degree in agricultural busi-
ness.

Besides farming on a part-
time basis for the past 35
years, I have worked in local
area construction businesses,
several years as a life insur-
ance agent and for the past
nine years have owned and op-
erated Shimanski Orchard
near Silver Lake.

I have served my church as
a trustee and religious educa-
tion teacher in past years and
volunteer for community
events each year, including
Winstock, the McLeod
County Dairy Association
malt trailer at the county fair,
and meet with the McLeod
County Corn and Soybean
Growers regularly.

Ron Shimanski — District 1

Ron Shimanski

1) Why did you choose to
run for a seat on the county
board?

I have always been inter-
ested and involved in local
government. I was on the
Bergen Township Board for 19
years and have had a lot of ex-
perience with local and county
boards and officials. I am now
retired and have the time to de-
vote to the position of McLeod
County commissioner. Also,
Ray Bayerl, our current com-
missioner, encouraged me to
run.

2) What do you feel are the
top three issues facing
McLeod County and, specif-
ically, how would you like
those issues addressed?

One major concern is prop-
erty taxes. The state Legisla-
ture balanced its budget by
cutting local government aid
to counties, cities and town-
ships, and also by cutting aid
to schools. This action raised
property taxes to home own-
ers, property owners and, to a
larger extent, small businesses.
Some small businesses had
their property taxes more than
double. We need to work at the
local and county level to see
how we can maintain our
roads and services and not
place any more burden on
farms, businesses and home-
owners.

Second, we need to do more
to encourage both existing and
new businesses wanting to lo-
cate in McLeod County. We
need to do all we can to pro-
vide a good business climate,
which would include holding
the line on spending, taxes and
zoning restrictions.

The third issue for the com-
missioners is to work together
on problems, such as budget,
zoning, road maintenance and
all county issues, and to come
up with “common-sense” so-
lutions to these issues. It is not

like state government, which
is to form an opinion, stub-
bornly sit on it, and shutting
down government because of
it and later finding out their ac-
tions raised property taxes for
property owners and doubled
taxes for businesses. I would
be an independent thinker who
works with other commission-
ers of the county to find “com-
mon-sense” solutions to
problems.

3) What are your trans-
portation priorities for the
county?

Primary and secondary
roads need to be constantly
maintained and improved, be-
cause people need to get to
work and farmers need to get
their produce to market. We
need to keep up with the needs
of county residents.

Ridership of Trailblazer
Transit will also increase in the
future. This also needs to be
monitored and upgraded as
needed.

4) What do you see as the
top priorities for long-range
facilities planning for the
county?

Courthouse and county of-
fice security are major con-
cerns. The county
administration office and zon-

ing office will need to be
moved to the North Complex
to separate the court system
from county offices.

The county maintenance
shed at Lester Prairie also will
need attention in the future.

5) Other comments:
I feel that I can be the best

candidate for McLeod County
commissioner because of my
past experience and also be-
cause I am not afraid to take a
stand on an issue. You may not
always agree with me on an
issue, but I will listen to your
ideas and you will know my
stand on an issue.

6) Please give some biogra-
phical information about
yourself.

I have been married to
Joann for 44 years and have
lived on a farm south of Lester
Prairie all that time. We have
two children and five grand-
children.

I graduated from Lester
Prairie High School. I was a
dairy farmer for 32 years, then
in 1997, started working for
Milltronics Manufacturing at
Waconia as a machine builder
and later as a parts manager.

Presently, I have a few beef
cattle, and I am doing mainte-
nance on our farm.

I am a member of Prairie
Community Church, have
served on the council for many
years and am currently the
vice president. I am a past
member of the Lester Prairie
Sportsman Club. I organized
the first Food for Kidz packag-
ing event in Lester Prairie and
still serve on the committee.

Eugene ‘Gene’ Feltmann — District 1

Eugene Feltmann

Visit us online at

GlencoeNews.com
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Senate District 18

1) With another projected
state budget deficit, what are
your ideas for the coming
legislative session. How
would you balance the
state’s budget for the next
biennium?

I am not sure I agree that we
will necessarily have a budget
deficit in the upcoming bien-
nium. Revenue is currently
coming in at a higher than an-
ticipated rate, so we will only
have a deficit if the Legisla-
ture does not fully fund the re-
quests from the state’s various
agencies.

Only in government is the
refusal by the Legislature to
fully fund all of the future
wants of state agencies consid-
ered a deficit.

Unlike the federal govern-
ment, balancing the budget is
a state constitutional require-
ment. That will be accom-
plished by tax and regulatory
reform, eliminating waste and
duplication in government
spending.

Finally, we must come to
grips with the fact that our rev-
enue resources are finite and,
like your household budget,
the state cannot spend more
than is anticipated it will re-
ceive.

In the current biennium, we
have budgeted $62.6 billion to
pay for goods and services to
provide for our approximately
5.5 million people. Is that not
enough?

2) What are your views on
public education funding in
the state? How quickly
should the state repay the
“shifts” in the education
funding, or should those
funds be repaid at all?

With good reason, public
education of our citizens is a
constitutional requirement. I
believe an educated society is
of paramount importance for
with it we will have less crime,
less welfare and a more pro-
ductive society.

The education shift should
absolutely be paid back as
quickly as possible so it would
remain constant at about the
80 percent/20 percent level. I
believe most educators agree
that at that level, accommoda-
tion for student mobility and
other factors involving the stu-
dent formula can be planned
for within the school district
budget process.

3) What are the biggest is-
sues facing Minnesota?
What would you do to ad-
dress them?

The economy, jobs and cut-
ting the size and cost of gov-
ernment.

Regarding specific recom-
mendations as to the economy
and jobs, please see No. 7. 

As to reducing the govern-
ment, the state should reduce
or eliminate unfunded man-
dates on local units of govern-
ment. Those local units of
government would then be
able to operate in a much more
efficient manner and reduce
the real estate tax burden cur-
rently being carried by prop-
erty owners.

In addition, I recommend a
gradual repeal of the commer-
cial statewide property tax and
an immediate repeal of the au-

tomatic annual inflator on this
tax. 

Reform and modernize gov-
ernment operations. Through
the use of new technology,
government agencies would
be able to eliminate unneces-
sary duplication by sharing in-
formation and services. 

4) What are your views on
the two proposed amend-
ments to the Minnesota Con-
stitution on this year’s
ballot?

Marriage Amendment: This
amendment simply provides a
definition of marriage. Cur-
rently under Minnesota’s “De-
fense of Marriage Act”
(DOMA), only a marriage be-
tween a man and a woman is
legal. This amendment will
not change that law in any way
except to prevent activist
judges from declaring that law
unconstitutional as they have
done in several other states.

Voter ID Amendment: I am
the chief author of this amend-
ment in the Minnesota Senate.
In a 2008 case, the U.S.
Supreme Court found that
voter fraud is a matter of his-
torical fact in the United
States. The court went on to
rule that states have a legiti-
mate interest in reducing
fraud, modernizing the elec-
tion process and protecting
public confidence in the in-
tegrity of the democratic
process all of which can be ac-
complished by implementing
Voter ID Laws.

There is no important activ-
ity that I can think of in our
21st Century lives that does
not require a photo ID, except
voting, and a constitutional
amendment will be necessary
to protect against a judge rul-
ing a voter ID law unconstitu-
tional as was done in the state
of Wisconsin.

5) What are your views on
the transportation needs of
the state? Specifically, what
would you do for rural Min-
nesota and District 18?

Transportation infrastruc-
ture in the form of local roads
and bridges is of critical im-
portance to rural Minnesota
and its economy. Unfortu-
nately, I see that infrastructure
deteriorating.

I feel that the unsustainable
costs of health care and unnec-
essary transportation projects
like light rail are draining state
resources away from the rural
transportation sector at an
alarming rate.

I will, therefore, continue to

oppose wasteful spending and
redirect those funds towards
our rural roads and bridges.

6) Affordable health care
and affordable drug cover-
age are major concerns to
many Minnesotans. What
role, if any, should the state
play in the future with these
issues?

The state and not the federal
government should be the
major player in reforming
health care costs to meet the
needs of Minnesotans.

Allowing the purchase of
health insurance across state
lines and the establishment of
a health care compact among
member states, which unfortu-
nately was vetoed by the gov-
ernor, are examples of what
the state of Minnesota can do
to remedy the unsustainable
growth of health care costs.

The state must continue to
oppose the enormous tax bur-
den imposed on our citizens
by the new federally mandated
health insurance program
which include a tax on the sale
of homes, banking transac-
tions and investment income. 

7) What needs to be done
to turn around the economy
in Minnesota?

If we reduce the tax burden
and eliminate unnecessary
government regulations on our
private sector businesses, they
will prosper.

Jobs and a vigorous econ-
omy are the direct beneficiar-
ies of vibrant private
businesses.

Tax increases, more regula-
tions and a bigger government
is not the key to reviving our
economy.

8) Other comments.
I believe the 2012 general

election is the single most im-
portant election of our life-
times as it will determine the
direction of this country for
generations to come.

The choice between the can-
didates is very clear; more
government in your lives ver-
sus less. Are we to become a
nation of entitlements or re-
main the land of opportunity?

I urge voters to look criti-
cally at the various candidates
and then decide which direc-
tion you favor for in the end, it
will be up to the American
people, not the candidates, as
to the future of our nation. 

9) Please give some biog-
raphical information about
yourself.

I grew up in Hutchinson
and graduated from Hutchin-
son High School. I have an un-
dergraduate degree from
Mankato State University and
a Juris Doctor degree from
William Mitchell College of
Law.

My employment history
consists of a Hennepin County
deputy sheriff, the legal de-
partment of a large insurance
company, private practice of
law and an administrative law
judge.

I was elected to the Min-
nesota House of Representa-
tives where I served from
2004-06 and was elected to the
Minnesota Senate in 2010 and
currently sit on the Judiciary,
Health and Human Services
and Finance Committees.

Scott Newman, Republican

Scott Newman

1) With another projected
state budget deficit, what are
your ideas for the coming
legislative session. How
would you balance the state’s
budget for the next bien-
nium?

The most important thing I
can do to improve the budget
situation should go without
saying: cooperation and col-
laboration. We should refuse to
accept the current state of Min-
nesota politics as necessary or
hopeless. I believe there are
many wise and ingenious ideas
that members of both sides of
the aisle can offer to address
the budget shortfall.

I will work with other legis-
lators to stand up to party lead-
ership and open the discussion
to pragmatic solutions to these
hard times.

We must be willing to find
efficiencies where we can, fix
broken tax code where we find
it, doggedly pursue corporate
tax cheats who abuse our tax-
paid services while hiding
profits in other states or na-
tions, and no longer kick that
can down the road for future
generations and current local
governments to suffer with.

2) What are your views on
public education funding in
the state? How quickly
should the state repay the
“shifts” in the education
funding, or should those
funds be repaid at all?

Minnesota has always built
its economy on the best edu-
cated and hardest working peo-
ple in the nation. Some may
deride the state’s taxes, but it
has never made good, quality
businesses turn away from the
best workforce in the nation.

While we owe thanks to our
parents and grandparents for
raising us to be so hard work-
ing, we also owe thanks to our
teachers and schools for
preparing us for our futures.

After years of underfunding
and cuts to our education sys-
tem manufacturers are crying
out for more qualified workers
the sort we’re no longer pro-
ducing.

It’s time we take a hard,
even-handed look at our edu-
cation system and see where
we can find the best bang for
our buck and what we think is
important even if it costs us
time and money.

The school shifts have hit
schools hard, yes, but doing
what we can to ensure it never
happens again is key for the fu-
ture.

3) What are the biggest is-
sues facing Minnesota? What
would you do to address
them?

There are a number of mas-
sive issues Minnesota has to
address: jobs, education, infra-
structure and energy independ-
ence being just a few.

The modern era of tit-for-tat
party politics is obstructing
good men and women of all
stripes from addressing our
most important issues. We
have had good, common-sense
statesmen serve us in the past,
but they are an endangered
species now. We all agree that
things must change, but con-
tinue to accept these fights
over national politics seeping
into our local discussions.

I have worked to help main-
tain a respectful dialogue be-
tween people of all stripes, and
fought to keep national politics
out of the conversation be-
cause of it’s destructive capa-
bility.

The next Legislature must
address our problems, not
those of their national party’s
wish lists, and I will strive to
do just that.

4) What are your views on
the two proposed amend-
ments to the Minnesota Con-
stitution on this year’s
ballot?

I was disappointed in our
legislators deciding that social
issues and party politics were

more important than getting
the unemployed jobs, improv-
ing an ailing education system,
repairing failing infrastructure,
and preparing Minnesota for a
grander future.

The amendment addressing
marriage in Minnesota is a
stunning example of our parti-
san divide and clever politi-
cians hiding behind hot-button
issues so their constituents
don’t remember their dissatis-
faction with all of the current
members.

If this amendment passes, it
changes nothing. If it fails it
changes nothing. I cannot
stress that enough. It was more
important to push a fight over
the rights or lack thereof of a
minority than to get to work on
Minnesota's real problems.

5) What are your views on
the transportation needs of
the state? Specifically, what
would you do for rural Min-
nesota and District 18?

When we talk about our
transportation needs in Min-
nesota we often get caught up
in rail be it light-rail or high-
speed. We’re right to look at
cities and nations where these
things make sense, it’s an inter-
esting and appealing proposi-
tion when it works.

The population of Min-
nesota is too spread out to
make many of these efforts ef-
fective.

Where we can find practical
public transportation proposals
I believe we should take the
opportunity, especially as gas
prices continue to rise.

That said the transportation
needs of Greater Minnesota
should not go forgotten be-
cause of flashier proposals in
the urban centers. Without
good roads and practical trans-
portation efforts in Greater
Minnesota, our population can-
not flourish and our businesses
cannot compete with the cities.

6) Affordable health care
and affordable drug cover-
age are major concerns to
many Minnesotans. What
role, if any, should the state
play in the future with these
issues?

I'm excited to see the cost of
medicine getting discussed. As
a candidate for state and not
federal office, I won’t get dis-
tracted by federal efforts, but I
am glad at least that attention
has been brought to the unrea-
sonable state of affairs of the
status quo.

Minnesota already has some
of the best health care in the
nation, now is the time to en-
sure that all Minnesotans can
afford it, not just the foreign
dignitaries that end up in the

Mayo Clinic so frequently.
A number of states have al-

ready passed practical, biparti-
san efforts to overhaul their
systems, and I look forward to
the opportunity to ensure any
future overhaul thinks first of
the average Minnesotan and
the desires of bureaucrats, in-
surance companies, and others
than profit from misery last.

7) What needs to be done
to turn around the economy
in Minnesota?

As we work to turn around
the economy, we must not let
the long-term strength of the
economy fall by the wayside
for short-term gains.

There are ways the state can
streamline processes and cre-
ate incentive for larger compa-
nies to hire, but we would be
best served by fighting to serve
local small business and citi-
zens first. The state may be
able to trim unwieldy regula-
tion, especially if that regula-
tion is in place only to counter
harmful side-effects of ineffec-
tive subsidies to begin with.

Ultimately jobs come from
people like you and me spend-
ing at local businesses and any
way the state can free us up to
participate in the economy is
key.

Long term, we need to en-
sure the education and contin-
ued education of our citizens
and keep our infrastructure
current with businesses needs.

8) Other comments.
Minnesota has had a great

past, and it has a good future
ahead of it.

We need to move past party
identity and poisonous distrac-
tions and get back to the Min-
nesota tradition on
common-sense solutions to our
problems.

I’ve always been inspired by
the great work my parents,
grandparents, and earlier gen-
erations have done to make
Minnesota a standout state for
pragmatic, middle-of-the-road
solutions that just work in a na-
tion divided by party line.

As a person who has to pay
the price of government for,
hopefully, the next 60 to 80
years of my life, I want to en-
sure that we operate within our
means without missing out on
opportunities for growth by
providing good educations and
modern infrastructure.

I can only hope to serve my
constituents in a manner that
would do previous generations
proud.

9) Please give some biogra-
phical information about
yourself.

Born in Glencoe, I was
raised by parents who split
time running a small family
farm north of Gaylord and
building a successful small
business in Glencoe. We
moved south of Silver Lake as
I entered elementary school,
and I graduated from GSL.

I've worked most of my life
in factory settings, including
three years at HTI before I left
to serve in a local group home
near my own house in Cokato.

I’ve been inspired by the
wisdom of rural Minnesotans
and have spent a life searching
for the best ways to serve the
most and least among us. In
these hard times of divisive
politics I hope to be a fresh
voice to remind our Legisla-
ture of why they serve.

Steven Schiroo, DFL

Steven Schiroo

Scott Newman fully supports:
• Voter I.D.
• Balanced Budget without tax increase
• Relief from Government Regulations
• Marriage Amendment
• Minnesotan’s for Personal Choice in Health Care

He is especially concerned about Veterans, Education and Seniors.

“I have the integrity and experience to be
your Senator, and my loyalty is to you!”

www.newmanformnsenate.com

Personal Responsibility  •  Individual Freedom  •  Less Government

Scott Newman
DISTRICT 18 SENATOR
– Serving Sibley, Meeker, McLeod & Wright Counties –

VOTE
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

Paid for by the Newman for Senate Committee.

K
40-44Z

l

For election results,
check the Nov. 7

Chronicle and 
online at 

glencoenews.com



The McLeod County Chronicle, Wednesday, October 24, 2012, page 6C

House District 18B

1) How would I balance
the budget?

The Minnesota Manage-
ment and Budget’s forecast for
the upcoming biennium shows
a $2 billion, 6 percent increase
in state revenue. So we head
into the next budget with flush
revenue and $2 billion of new
money. This should allow us
to fund our priorities and make
significant progress in paying
back the education shift.

Keep in mind that in the last
biennium, the state’s spending
increased by approximately $2
billion. So there was not a cut
in state spending, only a re-
duction in projected growth.

In the last biennium the pro-
jected increase in spending
was over 20 percent, an unsus-
tainable rate of spending. Re-
publicans reformed and
reduced that growth rate of
spending to approximately a 9
percent increase.

The Governor, with Demo-
crat support, shut down the
government wanting to in-
crease taxes and continue dou-
ble digit spending. I believe
we must continue to reduce
and eliminate government
waste, fraud and duplication in
our state agencies. Govern-
ment must learn to live within
its means just like families and
businesses do.

2) What are your views on
public education funding in
the state? How quickly
should the state repay the
“shifts” in educational fund-
ing, or should those funds be
repaid at all?

In the last biennium we
were able to increase educa-
tional funding by approxi-
mately $50 per pupil unit
(over a $600 million increase).

Equalizing education fund-
ing per pupil unit for rural
school districts, is a high pri-
ority for me. One of the key
ways to equalize funding is by
fixing our failing schools in
the inner city, which receive
approximately 50 percent or
more funding than many rural
school districts. Minnesota has
been pouring millions of dol-
lars into inner city schools for
years with little, if any, aca-
demic success.

In the last session, Republi-
cans introduced legislation to
allow parental education
choice with the funds follow-
ing the inner city student. This
approach has raised academic
scores in other cities like Mil-
waukee, without spending
millions of additional tax dol-
lars.

Unfortunately, the governor
and most Democrats, along
with Education Minnesota,
oppose any parental choice so-
lutions and instead always
gravitate toward only one so-
lution: the need for more and
more tax dollars, regardless of
results.

Our welfare system also
needs to be reformed to rein-
force traditional families
rather than undermine and
weaken traditional families. 

The majority of the $2 bil-
lion shift was created in the
previous legislative session
controlled by Democrats. I be-
lieve the state should pay back
the education shift as soon as
fiscally possible. The Repub-
lican-controlled Legislature
passed a bill last session to
repay a major part of the shift,
but unfortunately the Gover-
nor vetoed the bill. 

3) What are the biggest is-
sues facing Minnesota?
What would you do to ad-
dress them?  

a) We need to create a tax
and regulatory system that al-
lows our farms and businesses
to compete globally and ex-
pand here in Minnesota and
create private sector jobs.  

b) Our DNR and MPCA
have some of the strictest en-
vironmental laws in the nation
and need major reform. These
agencies have, unfortunately,
issued extreme regulations
that have hurt our farms and
businesses economically and
do little to protect the environ-
ment, especially in the areas of
mining and minerals. Min-
nesota is blessed to have a
wealth of resources and min-
erals and is one of the richest

natural resource states in the
nation. Unfortunately our cur-
rent extreme environmental
laws prevent us from tapping
in to many of these resources. 

c) We need to continue to
develop a world-class educa-
tion system with high aca-
demic standards, especially in
reading, math and science,
giving all students the best op-
portunity for success. 

d) With the 77 million baby
boomers retiring, we need to
grow the private sector in
order to generate more tax rev-
enues. The era of raising taxes
and spending our way out of
problems is over. We must
grow the private sector.

e) Healthcare reform (see
my answer to question #6)

4) What are your views on
the two proposed constitu-
tional amendments?

I am a strong supporter and
co-author of both amend-
ments. We need the marriage
amendment to keep liberal ac-
tivist judges from re-defining
marriage as has been done in
other states. If we re-define
marriage, as in Massachusetts,
there will be ramifications to
what is taught in school cur-
riculum to our children and in-
fringement on our religious
liberties as guaranteed by our
U.S. Constitution. These are
only a few of my many con-
cerns. See www.minnesotafor-
marriage.com for more
information. 

I believe we need to pass the
Voter ID Amendment to en-
sure faith and integrity in our
elections.

There has been a lot of mis-
information spread by the op-
ponents of Voter ID regarding
the need, cost and implemen-
tation of this amendment.

The cost of the voter ID
amendment has been greatly
exaggerated by the Secretary
of State Mark Ritchie. In fact,
I believe the implementation
of a Voter ID system will actu-
ally save our state millions of
dollars spent in election re-
counts like we have seen in the
past few elections. 

Please visit www.protect-
myvote.com for factual infor-
mation on cost and the need to
pass voter ID.

5) What are your views on
the transportation needs of
the state? Specifically, what
would you do for rural Min-
nesota and District 18B? 

We need a great transporta-
tion system for all citizens, but
especially for our rural farms
and businesses.

One reform that would re-
duce the cost of transportation
is to modify the current pre-
vailing wage law. Minnesota’s
current prevailing wage law
has a higher cost to taxpayers
than the federal prevailing
wage law, which drives up the
cost of construction and main-
tenance of our roads and
bridges. This gives us less
transportation miles for every
tax dollar spent.

Republicans attempted to
reform the prevailing wage
law and bring it into conform-
ity with the federal prevailing
wage law, however the gover-
nor and Democrats opposed it. 

6) Affordable healthcare
and affordable drug cover-
age are major concerns to
many Minnesotans. What
role, if any, should the state
play in the future with these
issues?

Minnesota will never see af-
fordable health care or drugs

unless we oppose implementa-
tion of ObamaCare, which is
driving the cost of all health
care up exponentially and
spending billions of dollars on
government bureaucracy
rather than on improving ac-
cess to health care.

We need to pass reforms
that will increase patient ac-
cess and reduce cost in our
health care system.

The medical device tax in
ObamaCare will have a devas-
tating impact on Minnesota’s
medical device industry,
which is the second largest in
the nation. This tax will not
only reduce medical innova-
tion, but it will also cost thou-
sands of jobs in the medical
device industry. 

ObamaCare will also result
in health care rationing,  which
I have explained in my book,
“Health Care in Crisis, is the
Government the Solution or
the Problem?”

The good news in the
Supreme Court ruling on Oba-
maCare was that the ability of
the federal government to pe-
nalize states that refuse to im-
plement ObamaCare was
struck down as unconstitu-
tional. The result is that Min-
nesota can enact true health
care reform and avoid many of
the negative consequences of
ObamaCare.

In our state we are blessed
to have one of the best health
care system in the world. Let’s
not allow a federal takeover of
that system. Rather let’s im-
plement reforms that will in-
crease access, improve health
care outcomes and build an
even better system for our
children in the future. The best
way to make healthcare more
affordable is through private
market competition, innova-
tion and making health insur-
ance portable. 

7) What needs to be done
to turn around the economy
in Minnesota?

Reform our tax and regula-
tory system to be competitive
nationally and globally, and
allow access to Minnesota’s
vast resources and minerals in
an environmentally friendly
way.

We also need to repeal the
ban on building nuclear power
plants and repeal the future
moratorium of coal generated
electricity. High energy costs
drive up the cost of goods and
services and hurts the middle
class and poor the most. It also
drives up the cost of opera-
tions for our businesses and
farms.

The theory of man made
global warming is now proven
to be an unscientific and
fraudulent UN scam.

8) Other comments: 
As a nation we need to do

primarily four things to pros-
per:

• Reasonable regulations
and a pro-business tax code.

• Reasonably regulated free
market system.

• Limited government.
• A strong moral code.
I have addressed the first

three in previous questions.
Our Founding Fathers un-

derstood that in order to enjoy
the benefits of liberty and free-
dom, we would need to teach
our children that our rights and
freedom come from God and
not from man. The Declara-
tion of Independence along
with state constitutions in 49
of our 50 states acknowledge
that God (Creator or Lord) is
the author of our civil and re-
ligious liberties.

In the Minnesota Constitu-
tion it states, “We the People
of the State of Minnesota
grateful to God for our civil
and religious liberties and de-
siring to perpetuate it’s bless-
ing and secure the same to
ourselves and our posterity, do
ordain and establish this Con-
stitution.”  

If we fail to rediscover this
basic truth in our society and
public institutions all other ef-
forts will be built on sinking
sand.

9) Biographical informa-
tion: 

I was raised on a dairy farm

Glenn Gruenhagen, Republican

Glenn Gruenhagen

1) With another projected
state budget deficit, what are
your ideas for the coming
legislative session. How
would you balance the
state’s budget for the next
biennium?

First, let me say that tax in-
creases and more government
spending cannot solve all of
our problems. But I do believe
that we need a smart and effi-
cient tax code, which is easy to
understand and figure out.

Therefore, one of my pet
projects will be to overhaul the
tax system to ensure both fair-
ness and competiveness for
our residents and businesses.

Next, in terms of balancing
the state budget, I think we
need to make some hard
choices and cut projects that
are not effective and are wast-
ing taxpayer money.

Furthermore, if we stream-
line our red tape, not only do
we save money, but we can
also make things easier for
residents and businesses.

However, one thing I will
not do is vote to borrow
money from our schools. We
should not be asking our chil-
dren to pay for our own mis-
takes, and I will do my best to
prevent that from happening.

Unless we have a special
session due to extra work, like
sessions to provide Duluth
flood relief, I will not accept
pay for continuing work that
should have been completed in
the original session. This is a
stark contrast from the incum-
bent who took his paycheck
while the government was
shut down.

2) What are your views on
public education funding in
the state? How quickly
should the state repay the
“shifts” in educational fund-
ing, or should those funds be
repaid at all?

I believe we need to fully
fund our schools, and the best
way to start is to pay back our
schools.

In 2011, the state borrowed
$3.9 million from GSL alone,
and a total of $26.1 million
from schools in District 18B,
and before anything else, I
plan to make sure a plan is in
place to repay our schools as
quickly as possible.

I have seen the incumbent’s
literature saying that we have
a budget surplus. However, he
fails to acknowledge that the
budget projections don’t in-
volve repaying our schools or
inflation for spending (though
it does include inflation for
revenue).

We need to ensure we have
a strong education system, not
only for teachers, learning ma-
terials and desks, but also up-
dated and upgraded facilities.

GSL had an issue this year
with having too little space for
their kindergarteners. Obvi-
ously, GSL hopes to bring in
more students in the years to
come, but without the space
for them, parents will look
elsewhere.

Furthermore, speaking with
the former president of the
Hutchinson Chamber, he said
the biggest issue with bringing
in investors and high educa-
tion people, like doctors, engi-
neers, etc, is that our school is
not attractive and doesn’t pro-
vide the strong first impres-
sion of a community that
values education needed to
bring them to our communi-
ties. But after a decade of cuts
to education, it is no surprise
that we are having these is-
sues.

Undoubtedly, there are
costs, savings and education
reforms needed to boost our
standards; but this requires
someone serious about re-
forming our schools and edu-
cation, and after working on
educational issues at UW-Su-
perior, I believe I have a
unique perspective and expe-
rience to bring to the table to
help with those issues. 

3) What are biggest issues
facing Minnesota? What
would you do to address
them?

I believe the two biggest is-
sues facing Minnesota is jobs
and education. Thankfully,
these two issues go hand in
hand.

I believe it is no coincidence
that Minnesota has long had
one of the best education sys-
tems in the country and one of
the best economies as well.
Without a good education sys-
tem, you cannot have a good

economy and business cli-
mate.

By 2015, 70 percent of all
jobs in Minnesota will require
post-secondary education.
This can mean a certificate in
welding at Ridgewater, or me-
chanical engineering from
UMD.

We need to stop taking
money from our schools and
colleges, and by boosting re-
training programs, we can en-
sure that we have a workforce
capable of doing jobs of today
and the future.

For example, high tech
manufacturing is one of the
biggest growth industries in
the country, but they are hav-
ing a hard time finding places
to set up due to an unqualified
workforce. So if we have the
workforce, and education in-
frastructure, they will come.

And finally, let us not forget
that for every dollar we have
in the University of Min-
nesota, we gain $13 back in
economic benefits for the
state!

4) What are your views on
the two proposed amend-
ments to the Minnesota Con-
stitution on this year’s
ballot?

First, let me say that I be-
lieve both amendments fail to
meet the criteria necessary to
be in the Constitution. I see
this only as a Legislature mak-
ing an end-around the gover-
nor because it couldn’t get its
way. Let us not forget that
Gov. Pawlenty also vetoed a
Voter ID bill because it, too,
failed to gain bipartisan sup-
port. 

With that said, I support the
language of the marriage
amendment while opposing
the amendment itself. In that I
mean I believe marriage to be
a man and woman.

However, the amendment is
a redundancy since we already
have two state laws in place
that affirm the position of the
amendment. I believe the Leg-
islature should have spent time
actually fixing issues facing
the state, rather than wasting
time and money on an issue
that was already in the books.

I oppose the Voter ID bill.
First, this is an issue that
should be in state law rather
than in the Constitution.

Second, we do not know
what the bill will cost or even
any of the specifics. Right
now, we are being told to buy
a bill of goods, without any
details on what will be in-
volved or the costs. All we
have estimates or guidelines
that differ from organization to
organization.

As it stands now, I can
prove my citizenship, leave
this country (and return), and
gain employment while using
my passport, but there is no
guarantee that the passport
would allow me to vote since
it doesn’t have an address on
it. The same is true with Mili-
tary and College IDs. This is
not acceptable.

I cannot support something
that I do not know the details
about. To me, it’s like hiring
someone to shingle my roof
without first asking for an es-
timate.

5) What are your views on
the transportation needs of
the state? Specifically, what
would you do for rural Min-
nesota and District 18B?

Without a good rural road
and transportation system,
Greater Minnesota will never
being able to compete with the
metro. With that being said,
there are transportation needs
that have to stop being side-
lined and addressed by the
state. We need to ensure we
have a strong transportation
system that allows businesses
in 18B to remain competitive
regionally, nationally and
globally.

As it stands, I am against
commuter rail projects, be-
cause they are not all that fea-
sible. A good friend was a
researcher on the Duluth-Min-
neapolis rail project, and he
concluded that without mas-
sive improvements on rail
lines and boost in numbers, it
isn’t feasible and shouldn’t be
done. I tend to agree with him
and believe we must spend our
limited tax dollars wisely.

6) Affordable health care
and affordable drug cover-
age are major concerns to
many Minnesotans. What
role, if any, should the state
play in the future with these
issues?

For better or worse, Oba-
maCare is likely here to stay.
And unless the federal govern-
ment removes it, Minnesota
has to comply.

As such, I think the steps
being taken to create health
exchanges that allow citizens
to easily shop and compare
private health plans is a huge
step forward. Not only is it an
easy one-stop shop location,
but it sounds like it will allow
citizens to enter into “co-ops”
to attain cheaper rates and bet-
ter coverage.

As most of us know, co-ops
have worked well for farmers
to get better deals on seed and
grain, so I see no reason why
health co-ops cannot do this as
well.

As state representative, I
will work to ensure that Min-
nesota fosters a robust private
market, and there is as little as
possible state control over the
system.

7) What needs to be done
to turn around the economy
in Minnesota?

I think we need to stop
property tax increases on our
businesses. One business
leader said he saw his property
taxes go up 65 percent as a re-
sult of the incumbent’s legis-
lation. This is unacceptable
and needs to end. Our busi-
nesses saw property taxes go
up three times that of metro
businesses. The metro has
enough representatives,
McLeod and Sibley County
doesn’t need to give them an-
other.

Combining the decrease in
property taxes with cutting
down on red tape and regula-
tions is another improvement.
What we need is smart regula-
tions, not more regulations.

In terms of business growth,
I believe Hutchinson is doing
a great job in economic devel-
opment. In the past several
years, Hutchinson has seen a
$35 return on every $1 in-
vested! Furthermore, with
their grant to create a business
incubator, I believe we can see
if this plan works as well as it
is supposed to, and if it is
need, to “copy and paste” it to
other areas of the state.

We have to make sure we
continue to put money in
DEED and ANGEL Tax
breaks, so that new and start-
up businesses have an oppor-
tunity to succeed. 

Finally, coupling cuts to red
tape and property taxes, we
need to ensure we have a
strong education system.
Without this, we will not have
a workforce trained and pre-
pared to take on the jobs that
are being created in the area.

8) Other comments.
For the first time in Min-

nesota history, there will be
more people representing the
metro than Greater Minnesota.
This means that we need rep-
resentatives that will look out
for the district and not just
someone who will follow the
party line.

Besides what I have already
stated, I am pro-life, which
means that this is another area
in which I disagree with party
big wigs.

I am ready and willing to go
to bat for this district, because
frankly, McLeod and Sibley
counties are voting for me, not
metro party leaders. I am the
only candidate to be endorsed
by farmers’ groups, and with
farming being a vital part of
the area, as well as my family
history, I am truly honored to
have their support.

So if you want someone
who will shutdown the gov-
ernment, borrow money from
our children, and raise your
property taxes because the
party told him to, then vote for

Logan Campa, DFL

Logan Campa

Campa
Turn to page 8C

Gruenhagen
Turn to page 8C
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“I believe when we ask the brave men and
women who serve our nation to risk their
lives defending our freedom, we have an
obligation to care for them when they
come home. That's why I'll continue to
work for veterans and their families, and
all the people of western Minnesota.”

Thank you for your support and I would
appreciate your vote on November 6.

Prepared and Paid for by Peterson for Congress.

www.petersonforcongress.com

R43Ca

7th Congressional District

1) Top priority: If elected,
what is your top priority for
the 2013 Legislature? Why
are you running for office?

It’s an honor to serve the
people of Minnesota’s Seventh
District in Congress, and as
ranking member of the House
Agriculture Committee, I hope
to continue the work I have
been doing for farmers, veter-
ans, small business, children,
senior citizens and communi-
ties large and small across the
district.

My top priority is to get the
farm bill passed through the
House so farmers can have
some certainty moving for-
ward. House leadership needs
to bring the Agriculture Com-
mittee’s five-year farm bill to
the floor when we return on
Nov. 13. 

2) Foreign affairs: Do you
support the current schedule
for withdrawing troops from
Afghanistan? Should Con-
gress and the president pur-
sue additional trade pacts?
If so, with whom?

I believe the current sched-
ule has set the right strategic
direction for U.S. policy in
Afghanistan going forward,
officially beginning a transfer
to Afghan control of security
and shift in U.S. strategy.
While the pace of withdrawal
could have been more signifi-
cant, it clearly signaled the ini-
tial course of a military
drawdown. 

While I’ve supported trade
pacts in the past, most recently
with Korea and Panama, I be-
lieve we should concentrate
more on opportunities here in
the United States to grow our
own economy.

We need to develop and
grow our local businesses to
focus more on exporting our
American made goods, that’s
why I’ve supported independ-
ent agencies like the Export
Import Bank of the United
States, who recently supported
businesses like Alexandria Ex-
trusion Company and Mid-
west AG Enterprises, Inc. in
Marshall.

3) Health care: Federal
health care reform has been
affirmed by the U.S.
Supreme Court. Should the
law stand in its current
form, or should it be
changed? If you support
changes, be specific.

The Supreme Court deci-
sion to uphold the Affordable
Care Act means that now more
than ever, we need to put aside
partisanship and work together
in Congress to make this law
work.

I am not supportive of the
individual mandate because of
the hardship it may bring to
families and business, how-
ever, I do believe that some of
the patient protection issues,
like eliminating pre-existing
condition exclusions, elimi-
nating the Medicare prescrip-
tion drug donut hole and
allowing individuals to stay on
a parent’s health care plan up
to age 26, are critical to health
care reform efforts.

This issue has divided our
country, and I would like to
see us come together and
move forward to make health
care reform work.

4) Education: What role
should the federal govern-
ment play in ensuring that
U.S. graduates can compete
in the global economy?

Every child, no matter
where he or she lives, should
have access to a high-quality
education and an affordable
higher education. I proudly
support our teachers and prin-
cipals across the state of Min-
nesota and encourage
everyone to seek additional
education.

Whether it be taking busi-
ness courses at the local com-
munity college or getting a
four-year degree at one of our

fine universities, without addi-
tional education it is hard to
make it in this competitive
marketplace.

I support TRIO programs
and funding to make higher
education more accessible.
I’ve supported increased ac-
cess and opposed cuts to fi-
nancial aid programs. I have
consistently voted to keep stu-
dent loan interest rates low.

While I gladly support these
programs, I also believe that
the state and the institutions
themselves have a responsibil-
ity to students and parents to
ensure that quality services
and tuition increases stay
within reason of the average
family’s affordability, and are
not simply relying upon fed-
eral increases in Pell grants
and other federal funding pro-
grams to subsidize their in-
creased costs.

5) Energy: Do you agree
with the science of global
warming? Should the United
States be more or less ag-
gressive in its pursuit of re-
newable energy sources?

With our usage of energy
being broad, I believe that our
solutions should be as well. I
think everything should be on
the table from conservation
and research, to improving ef-
ficiency, expanding renewable
fuels and greater exploration.
We can get to a cleaner, more
reliable energy supply by
working together on compre-
hensive solutions then target-
ing one type of energy over
another.

6) Social Security and
Medicare: Should these enti-
tlement programs be left sta-
tus quo, or should they be
scrutinized for budget cuts?

I believe that everything
must be on the table; tax re-
form, defense spending, do-
mestic spending and
entitlements. Everyone will
have to find some compro-
mises and leave something on
the table. We cannot continue
down this path of short term
solutions and patches.

7) Economy: The national
economy remains sluggish.
What steps do you support
to stimulate the growth of
jobs?

We have to get the federal
budget under control and on a
sustainable path. Every day
we wait adds $11.4 billion to
our debt, prolongs the eco-
nomic slowdown, delays the
creation of millions of private-
sector jobs, and risks the credit
rating of the federal govern-
ment.

We need a bipartisan and bi-
cameral solution that puts
everything on the table, tax re-
form, defense spending, do-
mestic spending and
entitlements.

Economic growth will not
come from one side of the bal-
ance sheet; we need a bal-
anced approach to get this
economy moving again.

8) Agriculture: Should
changes be made to current
agriculture subsidies? Be
specific.

The 2012 farm bill that was
passed by the House Agricul-
ture Committee in July makes

significant reforms, including
the elimination of direct pay-
ments reforming commodity
policy that saves taxpayers
more than $14 billion. The
House bill saves more than
$35 billion in mandatory fund-
ing, repeals or consolidates
more than 100 programs, im-
proves integrity and accounta-
bility in the SNAP program
while saving $16 billion, and
provides regulatory relief to
mitigate the burdens that farm-
ers, ranchers and rural com-
munities face. 

House leadership needs to
bring the Agriculture Commit-
tee’s five-year farm bill to the
floor when we return on Nov.
13. I believe there are enough
votes to pass the bill, and if we
get it done early enough in the
lame-duck session, there will
be time to work out differ-
ences with the Senate and get
the farm bill finished before
the end of the year.

I oppose an extension of any
kind because I believe reau-
thorization will only make the
situation more difficult. If we
pass an extension, the Agricul-
ture Committee will have to
start all over again and will
likely have much less money
available, and the budget situ-
ation will be very difficult. 

9) Immigration: What
should be the tenets of any
immigration reform legisla-
tion?

We need immigration re-
form because America is los-
ing its top immigrant job
creators – particularly those in
science, technology, engineer-
ing, and math – to our com-
petitors abroad.

In the global struggle for tal-
ented workers and entrepre-
neurs, the U.S. has every
advantage except one: its im-
migration laws.

In short, I do not support
amnesty, and I will only sup-
port comprehensive immigra-
tion reform if it addresses
enforcement of existing immi-
gration law, reforms the work
visa programs, makes e-verify
permanent, addresses the flow
of illegal immigrants coming
into this country, and ad-
dresses illegal immigrants that
are already here.

10) Other issues: Are there
other issues you want to ad-
dress? 

I believe people are fed up
with gridlock in Washington,
and the only way to find mid-
dle ground and get our country
moving forward again is to
elect people who will not vote
in lockstep with their parties.
No party or politician is right
all the time, and we need to
take the best ideas from both
parties and work together to
get the economy moving
again.

11) Briefly summarize
your personal background
and qualifications.

I grew up on a farm in
Baker, Minn., and now live in
Detroit Lakes. I have three
sons, Sean, Jason and Elliott,
and four grandchildren.

I served in the North Dakota
National Guard, graduated
from Moorhead State Univer-
sity, and was a certified public
accountant before I served in
the Minnesota State Senate
from 1977 to 1986.

I was first elected to the
U.S. House of Representatives
in 1990 and am ranking mem-
ber of the House Agriculture
Committee, which has juris-
diction over a wide range of
agriculture and rural develop-
ment issues, including the
farm bill, renewable energy,
disaster assistance, nutrition,
crop insurance, conservation,
rural development, interna-
tional trade, futures market
regulation, animal and plant
health, agricultural research,
bioterrorism, forestry and oth-
ers.

Collin Peterson, Democrat

Collin Peterson

1) Top priority: If elected,
what is your top priority for
the 2013 Legislature? Why
are you running for office?

Get the economy moving
again! The best and only way
to do that is to cut the deficit,
bring down the debt, stream-
line regulations, and reform
the tax code.

2) Foreign affairs: Do you
support the current schedule
for withdrawing troops from
Afghanistan? Should Con-
gress and the president pur-
sue additional trade pacts?
If so, with whom?

I would like to see our
troops come home. 

The 7th District economy is
built on exporting our prod-
ucts. Our corn, our soybeans,
and our livestock need mar-
kets, and I will do everything
I can to promote our exports.

3) Health care: Federal
health care reform has been
affirmed by the U.S.
Supreme Court. Should the
law stand in its current
form, or should it be
changed? If you support
changes, be specific.

I believe Obamacare should
be repealed and replaced, and
I cannot understand why
Collin Peterson has voted to
keep it and defends it. I would
vote to undo the cuts to
Medicare imposed by the cur-
rent law, and want to start the
reform process all over again
in a bipartisan manner.

Peterson recently lost the
pro-life endorsement from the
MCCL due to his vote to up-
hold Obama Care. He claims
Obamacare needs to be kept
because it is “40 percent
good.” We should not settle
for something that is 60 per-
cent wrong and should instead
aim for solutions that do “no
harm.”

The solutions to fix our
healthcare system and which
will benefit our overall econ-
omy must be a combination of
the following steps/principles:

• Recognize that price con-
trols lead to shortages. When
government sets fees, often
below the true cost of the pro-
vided service, it creates a

shortage of treatment that is
needed by the people. We
should move to gradually re-
move such price controls.

• Recognize that competi-
tion reduces prices. Again,
consider the Lasik eye surgery
and cosmetic surgery as an ex-
ample of where competition
and innovation provide a bet-
ter service, at a lower cost, and
for more people.

• Recognize that people re-
spond to price signals and in-
creased cost sharing.

Reduce regulations and en-
hance competition:

• Mandated benefits, which
are usually promoted as being
“pro-consumer,” actually in-
crease cost, reduce innovation,
reduce choice, and over time
reduce quality. Eliminations of
such mandates combined with
new laws to allow individuals
to purchase insurance across
state lines will reduce cost and
improve quality through in-
creased interstate competition.

• Employer-provided health
insurance is paid using before-
tax dollars while individual
healthcare policies are not tax
deductible. We should also
allow individual policies to be
tax deductible as such will in-
crease options, increase insur-
ance coverage and reduce
cost. Growing individual poli-
cies will reduce over-reliance
on third-party payers and re-
duce overall cost as people
will manage their cost better

for the services they need
through direct payment.

• Reduce overall cost to in-
surance premiums by capping
noneconomic damages in
medical malpractice lawsuits.

• Allow individuals, farmers
and small businesses to form
purchasing pools.

• Allow Health Saving Ac-
counts to use funds for insur-
ance premiums.

• Prevent discrimination
against individuals with pre-
existing conditions who main-
tain continuous coverage.

• Amend laws to allow indi-
viduals who wish to switch
from one plan to another with
the same protections. 

• Allow employers to
change their healthcare bene-
fits from outdated defined-
benefit model to a
defined-contribution model.

• Overall concept: expand
consumer choice, enable
portability of individual cover-
age, remove barriers of com-
petition in both the private and
public sectors.

4) Education: What role
should the federal govern-
ment play in ensuring that
U.S. graduates can compete
in the global economy?

Federal education policy
has largely failed. Since Carter
created the Department of Ed-
ucation in the 1970s, hundreds
of programs and mandates
have been created in order to
improve student and teacher
performance. During that
time, performance has stag-
nated.

I believe that education pol-
icy is best set at the state and
local level. The best role for
the federal government is to
help conduct research on how
best to teach our kids in this
changing world.

5) Energy: Do you agree
with the science of global
warming? Should the United
States be more or less ag-
gressive in its pursuit of re-
newable energy sources?

The best energy policy is to
ensure a safe, reliable and in-
expensive supply of energy to

Lee Byberg, Republican

Lee Byberg

Byberg
Turn to page 8C
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McLeod County Board
1) Why did you choose to

run for a seat on the county
board?

I believe I can make a posi-
tive contribution to the people
of McLeod County with my
past experiences as a District 4
County Commissioner and be-
cause of my involvement with
many civic organizations. I be-
lieve the knowledge I have
gained over the past years,
working with state, federal and
local groups will help me to do
a good job in representing my
constituents.

2) What do you feel are the
top three issues facing
McLeod County and, specif-
ically, how would you like
those issues addressed?

• Fiscal responsibility.
• Transportation: I strongly

support the Highway 7, 15 and
212 Coalitions. I will continue
to request transportation fund-
ing to be spent in our area on
these highway projects.  

• Explore all avenues of
working with cities, townships
and other counties in the sur-
rounding area to reduce costs
of services that could be
shared with all entities.

3) What are your trans-
portation priorities for the
county?

Trailblazer Transit: We need
to continue to work with our
cities and townships.

Keeping our current road
system well maintained for the
safety and comfort of the peo-
ple who travel the roads is also
very important to me. I have
been involved in the ATP

(Area Transportation Partner-
ship) since I took office.

4) What do you see as the
top priorities for long-range
facilities planning for the
county?

A top priority for the county
should be the security of our
courthouse. We also need to
make a decision on whether or
not we need a new county
building for our Highway De-
partment on the east end of the
county.

5) Other comments:
My philosophy on life is,

“you get a lot more out of life
if you are involved.” I believe
my continuous, long-term in-
volvement in community ac-
tivities demonstrates my
concerns for the citizens of
McLeod County. It will be an
honor and a privilege to con-
tinue this involvement as your
District 4 County Commis-
sioner.

6) Please give some biogra-
phical information about
yourself.

I am 71 and retired from 3M
Hutchinson after 35 years.

I moved to McLeod County
in 1962 with my wife, after
spending two years in active
duty with the U.S. Navy
aboard an aircraft carrier. We
raised four children here, and
McLeod County is where my
grandchildren come to visit
and be spoiled by their grand-
parents.  

Current civic involvement:
• Area Transportation Part-

nership
• Transportation Advisory

Council
• Intelligent Highway Policy

Group (State)
• Trailblazer Board
• Highway 7 Coalition
• Highway 212 
• Regional Rail Authority
• Mid Minnesota Board of

Directors
Past involvement:
• 21-year member of

Hutchinson Volunteer Fire De-
partment

• United Way Community
Fund Drive

• Hutchinson Chamber of
Commerce

• Hutchinson Technical Col-
lege Trust Association

• Hutchinson Community
Development Corporation
(HCDC)

• Hutchinson Education Ad-
visory Board

• Hutchinson Area Founda-
tion for Health Care

Sheldon Nies — District 4

Sheldon Nies

1) Why did you choose to
run for a seat on the county
board?

I was born and raised in
Hutchinson and am a fifth-
generation dairy farmer in
Hutchinson Township. I have
developed a passion for local
government through my 17
years of experience on the
Hutchinson Township Board.  

I am concerned how the
government taxes and regula-
tions today are affecting our
daily lives.  I have seen where
local government can posi-
tively impact local residents.

One example is that
Hutchinson Township has a
surplus of $300,000 in reserve
funds, allowing us to lower
township taxes for our resi-
dents. High real estate taxes
are one of the major concerns
of the voters today. I am proud
to be able to help others
around me to preserve the
family farm and heritage in
our community.

2) What do you feel are the
top three issues facing
McLeod County and, specif-
ically, how would you like
those issues addressed?

Some of the top issues fac-
ing McLeod County in my
opinion are:

• High real estate taxes.
• Working to improve roads

and existing infrastructure
(roads, county ditches, build-
ings, etc).

• Look at areas of waste in
county expenditures.

I would address these issues
through fiscal responsibility,
analyzing all expenses and
looking for services deemed
unnecessary at the county

level. 
3) What are your trans-

portation priorities for the
county?

First of all, we need to focus
on the current county roads
today, as some are in dire need
of repair. We shouldn’t be fo-
cusing on expanding our road
infrastructure until our current
county road maintenance
needs are met.

4) What do you see as the
top priorities for long-range
facilities planning for the
county?

Long-range efficient facility
planning for the county is es-
sential. If there is a need to
consolidate facilities, all op-
tions should be explored. It
may make sense to have the
law enforcement and courts
located in the courthouse and
all other services available at
the North Complex. If the
north complex would need to
be expanded to accommodate
the other services, it may be
more cost effective to expand
a single story structure that has

more room and parking space,
etc. 

Anytime you can work to-
gether to become more effi-
cient, you can achieve lower
administrative costs and gen-
eral overhead while providing
better services. 

5) Other comments:
I feel I am the most quali-

fied for the job, because of my
lifetime experience on the
family’s dairy farms and local
community involvement. I
have a proven track record
throughout my 17 years on the
Hutchinson Township Board. I
am not status quo, and my
common sense approach and
creative thinking have helped
me achieve my goals in the
community.

6) Please give some biogra-
phical information about
yourself.

I am 38 years old and a
dairy farmer, with 350 acres
and 300 head of cattle. My
wife is Annie.

I was born and raised in the
Hutchinson community and
graduated from Hutchinson
School in 1993. I earned auto-
motive technician and dairy
herd management degrees
from Ridgewater College.

I have been a Hutchinson
Township Board supervisor
for 17 years and represented
Hutchinson Township on the
joint planning and zoning
board for the city of Hutchin-
son and McLeod County. I am
a board member for the
McLeod County Fair, and co-
ordinate the demolition derby
and autocross events for the
fair. I am a lifetime member of
the NRA.

Jon Christensen— District 5

Jon Christensen

1) Why did you choose to
run for a seat on the county
board?

I feel compelled to serve
and give back to the commu-
nity that I call my home. I am
self-employed on our family
farm and have flexibility in my
schedule to make the time
commitment required to serve
as a commissioner.

2) What do you feel are the
top three issues facing
McLeod County and, specif-
ically, how would you like
those issues addressed?

The security of the court-
house will be one of the issues
to be resolved this next year.
This is in the early stage of
fact-finding already. The com-
missioners have chosen to take
the recommendations of the
sheriff’s department, and I
agree with this vs. hiring a
consultant.

I do not bring with me an
agenda of issues, but more a
willingness to serve as part of
the management team for our
county.

3) What are your trans-
portation priorities for the
county?

I assume this question is re-
lating to our roads and bridges
in the county. We need to have
a long-range plan in place to
maintain and upgrade our
roads and bridges. How much
long-range planning do we do
now? What condition are our

roads in now?
As we answer these ques-

tions, then we can develop a
five- to 10-year plan to man-
age our roads and bridges.

4) What do you see as the
top priorities for long-range
facilities planning for the
county?

I am aware of two priorities
at the present time. First is the
securing of the courthouse,
which may include moving
some of the offices to the
North Complex.

Second, there is a county
shed to be built in the north-
east part of the county. Priori-
ties can change and until I get
involved with the commis-
sioner board, I will wait and
see what our priorities will be.

5) Other comments:

My education, work experi-
ence and the willingness to
serve are the qualifications I
feel will make me a good com-
missioner.

6) Please give some biogra-
phical information about
yourself.

I have been married to my
wife, Dede, for 33 years. We
have four children, Megan,
Alex, Brian (Jessica) and
Kevin.

We have lived in McLeod
County for many years. We
moved to Hutchinson when
Megan was a baby and de-
cided that this was where we
wanted to raise our family.
After the three boys were
born, we moved to a farm in
Acoma Township. This is
where we currently reside, and
where all our kids call home.

My professional experience
includes an agriculture busi-
ness degree from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota; 11 years as
a commodity merchandiser;
14 years as a self-employed
commodity merchandiser; and
six years of being self-em-
ployed on our family farm.

I belong to the Agriculture
Extension Committee;
McLeod County Planning and
Zoning Advisory Committee;
the Jaycees; I am involved in
4-H and as a youth sports
coach; and I am a church
board member.

Bill Hard — District 5

Bill Hard

in Sibley County and gradu-
ated from Glencoe High
School in 1970.

I am a veteran of the U.S.
Marine Corps, and after serv-
ing in the Marines, I attended
the U of M for a business de-
gree. I graduated from the
American College in Bryn

Mawr, Pa. 
I have been married to

Emily (Gould) for 37 years.
We have three children and
five grandchildren.

I am the owner of Gruen-
hagen Insurance and Financial
Services in Glencoe. I am a
member of the American Le-

gion and Rotary International.
For 13 years, I was an active
participant in prison ministry,
and I served on the GSL
School Board for 16 years. I
was elected to the Minnesota
House of Representatives in
2010. 

the incumbent.
But if you see that we are in

need of someone to stand up
for what he believes, regard-
less of party leaders and plat-
forms, than I am your guy, and
I hope you will vote for me on
Nov. 6. 

9) Please give some biogra-
phical information about
yourself.

I was born and raised in
Hutchinson. My mother is
Connie Mathwig-Campa and

she grew up on a dairy farm in
east Sibley County. While my
father, Michael Campa, was
born to migrant workers Luz
and Virginia in Winthrop, I
grew up in a family where my
dad worked full time at 3M
and ran two family businesses
in the evenings and weekends.
After 10 plus years of learning
to operate it, I will be taking
over one of them in the spring.

I attended college at the
University of Wisconsin-Su-

perior, and obtained my bach-
elor of arts degree in history
and political science.

My hopes were to leave
small town Minnesota and
never look back. But after liv-
ing in large cities, I decided I
like small town living much
better. This is especially true
this time of year, where I
would love to be able to go out
deer hunting on opening
weekend, as well as be out
bow hunting right now. 

our struggling economy. I be-
lieve that the President was
wrong to prevent the building
of the Keystone pipeline and
to slow the permitting process
for oil exploration. We need to
exploit all sources of econom-
ically viable energy including
fossil fuels, biofuels, wind,
and even solar. But the gov-
ernment should not be picking
winners and losers in the mar-
ketplace, because that in-
evitably makes losers of the
rest of us.

6) Social Security and
Medicare: Should these enti-
tlement programs be left sta-
tus quo, or should they be
scrutinized for budget cuts?

It is simply not possible to
maintain the status quo, be-
cause these programs are
going bankrupt. But it is also
wrong to look to balance the
budget on the backs of seniors.

We need to reform Social
Security and Medicare to en-
sure they are there for the next
generation. That means that
we need to maintain the pro-
gram as it is for people over
55, and make incremental
changes for younger workers. 

7) Economy: The national
economy remains sluggish.
What steps do you support
to stimulate the growth of
jobs?

Stimulus doesn’t work. If it
did, the economy would be
roaring now after trillions of
dollars have been dumped into
it by the government. I believe
the best way to get the econ-

omy moving again is to reduce
the size of government, quit
spending money we don’t
have, and reform and stream-
line regulations and the tax
code.

8) Agriculture: Should
changes be made to current
agriculture subsidies? Be
specific.

Changes are already being
made. The federal government
is moving from an agriculture
policy based upon subsidies to
one based upon an insurance
model. In the long run this will
help our agricultural economy.

9) Immigration: What
should be the tenets of any
immigration reform legisla-
tion?

The first thing we need to do
is enforce the laws we have.
Once we do that and get our
borders under control, we
should reform our immigra-
tion policy to take into account
the labor requirements of our
economy, especially the agri-
cultural sector. Immigrant
labor has been an important
part of our agricultural econ-
omy for decades, and is likely
to remain so. But no reform
can take place until we get our
border under control.

10) Other issues: Are there
other issues you want to ad-
dress?

Washington has failed us,
and the results are plain to see.
Our economy is stagnant, the
national debt is threatening to
destroy us, and programs such
as Medicare are being robbed

to pay for Obama’s health care
program. Our leaders speak of
“bipartisanship,” but they
haven’t even passed a govern-
ment budget in over three
years. It’s time that Washing-
ton quits imposing its values
on the rest of us. We are going
to bring our values to them.

11) Briefly summarize
your personal background
and qualifications.

I was born in Chicago, Ill.,
in 1962, and was raised by
Christian missionary parents
in Brazil, Paraguay and Nor-
way. I moved to Minnesota in
1982 after graduating from
high school.

My business career began
with a stint as an associate
with the public accounting
firm Coopers and Lybrand,
and I subsequently served as a
senior economic consultant for
Phillips Petroleum Company.

After spending three years
with Phillips Petroleum I
moved to Willmar and became
the director of planning and
economics for Willmar Poul-
try Company, becoming gen-
eral manager in 2003.

After 13 years with Willmar
Poultry Company, I was
named vice president of oper-
ations for Life-Science Inno-
vations, the parent company of
Willmar Poultry.

My wife Nancy and I reside
in Willmar and have three
sons, Kristoffer, Anders and
Steffen.

Gruenhagen Continued from page 6C

Campa Continued from page 6C
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COLOR Gets You Noticed!
The Glencoe Advertiser

320-864-5518

Re-Elect GLENN GRUENHAGEN on Nov. 6th

Ready to continue the tradition of Conservative Leadership in House District 18B

Glenn Gruenhagen has the experience and 
judgement to best represent District 18B.

Prepared and paid for by the Gruenhagen Volunteer Committee.

GlennForStateRep.com
320-894-6713

Endorsed By:
✔ National Rifle Association
✔ Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life
✔ National Federation of 

Independent Business 
✔ Minnesotans for Personal Choice 

and Competition in Healthcare
✔ Republican Liberty Caucus

Glenn also has a 100% voting record with the 
following organizations:

• Minnesota Chamber of Commerce
• Taxpayers League of Minnesota

• Minnesota Majority


