
Weather Looking back: The first big
snowstorm of the season
dumped over 10 inches of wet,
heavy snow on the area.

Date Hi Lo         Snow
Dec. 4       34 ......15 ..........0.00
Dec. 5       41 ......14 ..........0.00

Dec. 6       44 ......21 ..........Tr.*
Dec. 7       29 ......17 .........1.10
Dec. 8       28 ......21 ..........0.10
Dec. 9       31 ......16 ..........9.00
Dec. 10     16 ........-9 ..........0.20
* Rain. Temperatures and precipitation
compiled by Robert Thurn, Chronicle
weather observer. 

Chronicle News and
Advertising Deadlines

All news is due by 5 p.m., Monday, and all adver-
tising is due by noon, Monday. News received after
that deadline will be published as space allows.

Wed., 12-12
H: 33º, L: 17º

Thur., 12-13
H: 33º, L: 21º

Fri., 12-14
H: 31º, L: 20º

Sat., 12-15
H: 30º, L: 19º

Sun., 12-16
H: 27º, L: 14º
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Win opener 
Panther boys win 80-63 at WM
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Live Nativity
set Saturday
at Oak Leaf
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Chronicle photos by Rich Glennie

Holly Days parade
The Glencoe Holly Days parade had a little bit of every-
thing this year with walking trees, several sightings of
Santa Claus and an impressive number of lighted dis-
plays on fire engines, floats and people alike. Saturday
night’s parade started
on 9th Street and Gree-
ley Avenue and trav-
eled north on Greeley,
across two highway in-
tersections, and ended
at 18th Street and Glen-
coe Regional Health
Services long-term
care facility. Above are
elf Kasidy Cacka, Lori
Cacka (a tree) and Sam
Reiter (a little tree)
working for Bump’s
Family Restaurant’s
float, while Santa and
his elf, far right, were
on the Coborn’s float. A member of the Color Guard,
above, dressed for the brisk weather that drew a large
contingent of parade watchers, including those inside
nearby Millie Beneke Manor.

Chronicle photo by Lori Copler

Jack Buckentin, son of Matt and Joce Buckentin and grandson
of Alan and Karen Buckentin, was one of many children who vis-
ited Santa Claus Saturday morning when Santa visited the
Brownton Community Center. The visit was hosted by the
Brownton Lions Club, which also provided treats, gifts and activ-
ities for the children.

Visiting the Jolly Old Elf

County career began
with friend’s dying wish
By Lori Copler
Staff Writer

McLeod County 1st Dis-
trict Commissioner Ray
Bayerl’s 22-1/2-year po-

litical career was born with the
death of a friend.

Bayerl, of rural Winsted, is step-
ping down as a county commission-
er Dec. 31.

Before being elected to the Coun-
ty Board in 1990, Bayerl’s only ex-
perience with a governing body was
being a member of the parish coun-
cil at Holy Trinity in Winsted.

But in 1989, his friend Lawrence
Fiecke, who was then the 1st Dis-
trict commissioner, was battling
cancer. Bayerl used to drive him to
his treatments.

“We used to talk about what was
going on during those drives,” said
Bayerl.

When Fiecke’s condition wors-
ened to a point in which he was hos-
pitalized, Bayerl would visit. Visits
were limited, and Bayerl recalls that
during one such visit, he was wait-
ing in the hallway when Fiecke’s
daughter emerged from his room.

She told Bayerl that Fiecke had
stated that if Fiecke was unable to

fill out his term, he wanted Bayerl to
replace him.

“That was really kind of a turning
point for me,” said Bayerl.

After Fiecke’s death, a special
election to fill out his term was set
for June 1990. Bayerl won the seat
held by his friend.

Were the succeeding 22 years en-
joyable?

“Well, they’ve certainly been in-
teresting,” said Bayerl. “There has
been both good and bad, but I think
the good outweighed the bad.”

A continuing issue over the years
has been the county’s building
needs, said Bayerl.

Early in his career, there was a
proposal to expand the current
courthouse in Glencoe.

“That would have left us land-
locked,” said Bayerl, who added that
he appreciates the recent move of
the Veterans Services Office to the
North Complex building, giving vet-
erans handicap-accessible access to
the office.

A 2007 proposal for a $22.5 mil-
lion, 95-bed jail, which the County
Board ultimately rejected, was prob-
ably the biggest issue Bayerl faced
in his career.

Bayerl said he feels the County
Board received some “misinforma-
tion” about the need for the addi-
tional space for the county’s 32-bed
jail.

Ray Bayerl

Ray Bayerl
Turn to page 3

By Rich Glennie
Editor

The Glencoe-Silver Lake
School Board held its Truth
in Taxation hearing Monday
night in the board room at
Lincoln Jr. High, and later
that evening approved its
2012 tax
l e v y ,
payable in
2013, for
the 2013-14
school year.

That levy
amounts to
$2,323,633,
or a de-
crease of
3.765 per-
cent, or
a b o u t
$ 9 1 , 0 0 0
leass than 2012-13.

Michelle Sander, school
district business manager,
methodically went through
the process of determining
school funding, tax levies and
setting budgets.

The Truth in Taxation hear-
ing, held prior to the regular
December School Board
meeting, was attended by a
handful of people.

The majority of the tax
levy is for the general fund
($1,154,447), but other com-
ponents include:

• The equity/transition levy
($179,328).

• The net capacity levy for
operating capital, unemploy-
ment insurance, the Safe
School program, the career
and technical program, health
and safety projects, deferred

maintenance work, building
lease, debt service adjustment
and abatement adjustments
($596,211).

• Community service for
community education, Early
Childhood Family Education,
home visiting, school-age
care and abatement adjust-
ments ($163,130).

• General debt service
(voter approved) including
building bond debt for the
former McLeod West district
($230,259).

Schools are different than
cities, counties and town-
ships, Sander said, because
the school’s fiscal year begins
July 1 rather than on a calen-
dar year.

She said there is little a
school board controls in the
budgeting process. She said
an assessor determines prop-
erty values, the state Legisla-
ture determines the formula
for taxes, the county auditor
calculates the property taxes
and the Department of Edu-
cation comes up with the levy
documents.

Sander said there are two
basic parts to determining the
tax levy, that part of the
budget that is generated by
local property taxes — prop-
erty valuations and student
counts.

Once the tax levy is set,
Sander said, it cannot be ad-
justed, but the budget, which
is usually approved by the
board in June, can be adjust-
ed because of changes in state

Board approves
tax levy; down
nearly $91,000

Michelle
Sander

School tax levy
Turn to page 2



Happenings

Holiday band concert Monday
The Glencoe-Silver Lake High School bands will pres-

ent a holiday concert on Monday, Dec. 17,  at 7:30 p.m.
in the GSL High School Auditorium. According to Peter
Gepson, band director, this concert will feature some hol-
iday favorites as well as some non-holiday selections.
Performing will be the GSL 9th-10th grade band and the
GSL Concert Band. Tickets are available at the door.

Free movie at First Lutheran
On Saturday, Dec. 15, First Evangelical Lutheran

Church will show a free movie “Christmas with a capital
C” at 7 p.m., in the church fellowship center. Popcorn
and refreshments will be served. A free-will offering will
be accepted.

Study Club meets Dec. 17
The Dec. 17 Glencoe Study Club meeting will be held

at Orchard Estates at 7:30 p.m. The hostesses are Norma
McNeil and Karen Hendrickson. Bring a favorite Christ-
mas food. The program will be a Christmas reading and
songs.

Auxiliary Christmas party set
The Glencoe American Legion Ladies Auxiliary Unit

95 will host its Christmas party on Monday, Dec. 17, at
G. Dubbs in Glencoe. Call Jan by Dec. 10 at 320-864-
3631 if one plans to attend. Each member will pay for
their own meal.

Christmas party set Dec. 17
The Stewart American Legion and Auxiliary will hold

its potluck Christmas party Monday, Dec. 17, at 6 p.m.,
at the Stewart Community Center. All Legion and Auxil-
iary members and families, as well as all military fami-
lies, are welcome to attend.                                                                   

Glencoe Seniors meetings set
The Glencoe Senior Citizens Club will meet for a holi-

day dinner on Thursday, Dec. 13, at 12:30 p.m., in the
senior room at the Glencoe City Center. Sheephead and
500 will be played. All area seniors are welcome to at-
tend. The seniors also are looking for canasta and
pinochle players, and are open to suggestions for other
board and card games. The club also will meet at 12:30
p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 18. John Gilster will serve.

Christmas auction under way
The McLeod County Historical Museum will host a

Christmas auction fund raiser and potluck dinner. The
silent auction runs through Monday, Dec. 17, and the
potluck dinner will be held from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., Dec.
17, at the museum, 380 School Road NW, Hutchinson.
All the proceeds will go toward helping to preserve
McLeod County history, said executive director Lori
Pickell-Stangel.

Living Water Puppets perform
On Sunday, Dec. 16, beginning at 4 p.m., The Living

Water Puppets will be putting on a special Christmas
puppet program titled, “The ‘Plane’ Truth About Christ-
mas.” Young children will especially enjoy the puppets.
There is no charge, and the public is invited to attend.
Grace Bible Church, 300 Cleveland St., Silver Lake, is
located next to the city water tower. The church website
is www.silverlakechurch.org.

To be included in this column, items for Happenings
must be received in the Chronicle office no later than
5 p.m. on Monday of the week they are to be pub-
lished.

By Rich Glennie
Editor

The Glencoe-Silver Lake
basketball teams will be
doing something a little dif-
ferent this season — they also
will be involved in fund-rais-
ing to fight cancer while
competing at two scheduled
games.

Head girls’ basketball
coach Cullin Ober, along with
players Clarissa Ober and
Kelly Beneke, attended Mon-
day’s night GSL School
Board meeting to ask permis-
sion to participate in the fund
raisers.

The first will be double-
header girls’ and boys’ bas-
ketball games against Nor-
wood Young America on Jan.
12, with the aim to raise
funds for breast cancer re-
search.

The other is a “Pink Out”
in a girls’ basketball game at
Orono on Jan. 18.

The proceeds from the
NYA doubleheader will go
toward the Tim Orth Founda-
tion and the Susan G. Komen
Walk For the Cure.

“It is an excellent opportu-
nity,” for student involve-
ment, said GSL Superintend-
ent Chris Sonju. He said it
was similar to the Randy
Shaver Tackle Cancer Night
event held during a football
game earlier this school year.

But Sonju said any addi-
tional fund raisers added to
the schedule need School
Board approval.

“It’s awesome they’re
doing this,” Sonju said.

In other matters, the School
Board:

• Accepted the audit for the
2011-12 fiscal year. Kim

Pelzel Helberg of Clifton Lar-
son Allen LLP presented the
audit report, which indicated
the district had a general fund
balance of $5.9 million as of
June 30, 2012. The unas-
signed fund balance equals
about 30 percent of the gener-
al fund, she added.

Helberg said GSL is no dif-
ferent than many other dis-
tricts who have high fund bal-
ances, “due to the uncertainty
of state aid.” She said it also
“helps weather the tough
economy.”

Generally, it is recom-
mended school districts have
a fund balance minimum of 8
percent to 16 percent, she
said.

“All (GSL) funds are
healthy,” Helberg said.
“Everything looks good.” She
also praised Michelle Sander,
GSL business manager, for
having one of the best finan-
cial reports she has worked
with.

• Heard a request from Teri
Windschitl to take Spanish
students on an educational
trip to Peru in 2014. She took
students to Costa Rica last
summer, and GSL students
went to Europe in 2010.

She called the benefits and
experiences of the trips for
the students as “tremendous.”

The nine-day trip also in-
cludes a half credit toward
graduation. The estimated
cost per student is about
$3,000, and there is no cost to
the school district.

• Heard that the United
States Department of Agricul-
ture has changed its school
lunch rules.

“The USDA took enough
heat,” Sander said of the

changes that were announced
recently.

She said details are still
sketchy, but the changes in-
volved an increase in meats
and grains portions per week
into the school lunches. But
she said there is no change in
the calories offered the stu-
dents.

Sander said the changes
will give food service “more
flexibility in menu planning.”

• Heard that the district is
working with students walk-
ing to school about train safe-
ty and with Twin Cities &
Western Railroad, which has
held up some buses as it
switches rail cars.

• Approved a new three-
year contract with Sander as
business manager. The new
contract starts July 1 and in-
cludes a total package in-
crease of 5.8 percent over the
three years, or about 1.95 per-
cent each year.

Board member Jamie Al-
sleben said Sander has
brought “great strength to the
district, not only in knowing
the numbers, but articulating
in a way that simplifies that
so they (the public) can un-
derstand.”

• Heard that a GSL blood
drive will be held from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m., Wednesday, Dec.
12. Chantelle Wolff of Stu-
dent Government said the
goal is to collect 60 units of
blood at the drive.

• Heard the annual geogra-
phy bee is scheduled for 7
p.m., Monday, Jan. 7.

• Hired Tricia Schilling as a
9-hour-per-week paraprofes-
sional in the Early Childhood
Special Education program at
Lakeside,  a new position.

• Accepted the resignation
of Deb Rudy as a special edu-
cation paraprofessional at the
high school; Brea Wiblemo
as head cheerleader coach;
and Lisa Eischens as junior
high gymnastics coach.

• Approved the following
extracurricular assignments:

Rebecca Haddad as sev-
enth-grade girls’ basketball
coach, replacing Mallory
Godel, who resigned.

Dave Prehn as eighth-grade
boys’ basketball coach, new
position.

Carrie Chap and Mona
Ewald, co-coaches for cheer-
leaders.

Jeff Delwiche, junior high
wrestling coach, replacing
Brian Heimerl, who resigned.

• Accepted the following
donations:

For the Close-Up program,
Silver Lake Lions, $250; Sil-
ver Lake Knights of Colum-
bus, $25; Glencoe Lions
Club, $50; Silver Lake Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary to Post
141, $100; and New Auburn
VFW Post 7266, $500.

GFWC of Silver Lake,
$200 for Lakeside library
books.

New Auburn VFW Post
7266, $500 for GSL FFA
chapter.

PRI Robotics Inc., $500 for
new robotics club.

The School Board also was
notified that Medtronics do-
nated $6,500 to sponsor the
new GSL robotics team. The
donation will cover the entry
fee and materials, according
to a report by Paul Sparby,
high school principal.

Basketball teams OK’d
to help cancer fund raiser

aid due to enrollment
changes.

The current 2012-13 budg-
et has about $18 million in
revenues and $18.47 million
in expenditures. That is down
from the 2011-12 budget of
$18.17 million in revenues
and $18.42 in expenses.

Sander said salaries and
benefits account for 68 per-
cent of the school budget.
“We’re a people business,”
Sander said. “That’s what we
do.”

Larry Gutknecht, a district
resident in attendance, asked
about the planned new addi-
tion onto the Lincoln Jr.
High. “Is that (approach)
going to be the norm from
now on?”

He said it will be more ex-
pensive doing it a piece at a
time rather than passing a
larger building bond referen-
dum in the first place.

“Yes and no,” Sander
replied. She said she did not
see the board’s action of ap-
proving the $1.5 million addi-
tion as “the norm” in the fu-
ture.

She said it will be a School
Board decision, but she said
it is still likely the School
Board “will look to pass a big
bond down the road.

“Piecemeal is not usually
the way to do it,” Sander
added. “But again, that’s a
School Board decision.”

The addition to Lincoln is
for the Early Childhood Fam-
ily Education/Early Child-

hood Special Education
(ECFE/ECSE) and School
Readiness programs.

“It will free up at least one
classroom at Helen Baker and
free up one classroom at Sil-
ver Lake (where ECSE is lo-
cated),” Sander said.

“It gives us some time,”
she said of future space needs
planning. The ECFE/ECSE
project is expected to be com-
pleted “about this time next
year.”

Sander said the School
Board opted for a lease levy
to fund the $1.5 million proj-
ect. The district will levy for
$1 million and use $500,000
from reserves, she added.

But Sander stressed the
GSL addition plan needs ap-
proval from the Minnesota
Department of Education
first.

Resident Al Schochenmaier
asked about the state aid and
how much is owed to the
GSL School District.

Sander said the state aid is
paid to the school district
twice a month, but property
taxes are paid to the district
twice a year by the county.

The state aid is never paid
fully in a fiscal year, Sander
said. In the past the district
received 90 percent of its
state aid during the school
year, and 10 percent was held
back until final enrollment
numbers were set in the fall.

But state legislators have
whittled that amount down
over the past years to help

balance the state’s budgets.
Sander said the district now
gets only 64.3 percent of its
state aid during the current
school year, “and they (the
state) keeps the rest.”

But in December, with a
state budget surplus forecast,
the state will increase its pay-
ments to 82.5 of its state aid
“unless the Legislature
changes the law,” Sander
added.

Schochenmaier asked
about losses in state aid by
GSL with students open en-
rolling out of the district.

Sander said GSL loses
about 400 students to open
enrollment and gains about
90. At $6,000 per student,

“that’s a big chunk.”
GSL Superintendent Chris

Sonju said the district has
done numerous surveys to
find out why students open
enroll out of GSL, “and geog-
raphy is the reason.”

Sonju said students on the
district’s fringes often enroll
in schools closer to their
homes, Sibley East to the
south, Dassel-Cokato to the
north and Hutchinson, which
gets about 100 GSL district
students.

“Many (parents) are re-
spectful of the GSL District,
think we are doing great
things, but the school is too
far away,” Sonju said.

Community Strings con-
certs that were postponed last
Sunday due to the snow
storm have been rescheduled
to Sunday, Dec 16.

The concerts will be per-
formed at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.,

at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church. 

There is no charge, but a
free-will offering will be
taken for the McLeod Emer-
gency Food Shelf. 

Community Strings concerts
rescheduled for Sunday

School tax levy Continued from page 1

HUTCHINSON —
Hutchinson Health is the new
name for the combined
Hutchinson Area Health Care
and Hutchinson Medical
Clinic that becomes effective
Jan. 1, the Hutchinson Leader
reported.

The new name, selected
from 110 suggestions, was
needed because the combined
organization will be a com-
pletely new entity.

The new organization will
have 67 staff physicians and
627 clinical and support staff,
the Leader reported.

Hutch Clinic, hospital to combine
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The golden years.

It’s the time of life when your needs are becoming more simple at the

same time they are becoming more complex. That’s why we offer a 

full range of health care services and living options for seniors, 

designed to help you be well and live well. Because we know you well.

Visit www.grhsonline.org to learn more about our providers and senior

services. For an appointment, call 320-864-7816 or toll free 1-800-869-3116.

We have what you need.
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Several new businesses were honored
by the Glencoe Area Chamber of Com-
merce  at the chamber’s annual ban-
quet/meeting last Thursday at the Glen-
coe City Center. Receiving plaques of
recognition were, front, from left, Kim Di-
etel, owner of This-N-That Cleaning;
Josie Garcia of Serenity’s Therapeutic

Massage; and Linda Fahey of Fahey
Sales Auctioneers & Apparisers. In the
back are Tammy Dvorak of The French
Bucket Floral & Gift Shop; Dave Johnson
of The Cake House; and Carl Stacey of
Shopko. Missing were Lisa Waters of
Headquarters Lifestyles Salon and Nick
Johnson of PureLife Chiropractic.

Chronicle photos by Rich Glennie 

Four new members were elected to the
Glencoe Area Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors on Thursday at the
chamber’s annual banquet and meeting
at the City Center. The new board mem-
bers, who take over in January, include,

from left to right, Lisa Ahlbrecht of Cut-
ting Edge, Kelly Rach of Ameriprise Fi-
nancial, Michelle Sander of the Glencoe-
Silver Lake School District and Adam Lin-
deman of Security Bank & Trust.

By Rich Glennie
Editor

The Glencoe Area Cham-
ber of Commerce honored its
own Thursday at a noon an-
nual meeting/luncheon in the
Glencoe City Center.

Selected as Community
Volunteer of the Year was
Ann Phillips for her service
at Glencoe Regional Health
Services.

Selected as the Mike
Popelka Chamber Volunteer
of the Year recipient was
Sheila Murphy of Miller
Manufacturing.

The chamber also recog-
nized three of its current
board members whose terms
expire at the end of the year,
and welcomed four new
members to the board.

The retiring board mem-
bers are Kim Dietel of This-
N-That Cleaning; Laurie
Gauer of Gauer Chiropractic,
the outgoing chamber board
chairwoman; and Laura Ku-
vaas of Glencoe Regional
Health Services.

Joining the chamber board
for 2013 are Lisa Ahlbrecht
of Cutting Edge; Adam Lin-
deman of Security Bank &
Trust; Kelly Rach of
Ameriprise Financial; and
Michelle Sander, business
manager for the Glencoe-Sil-
ver Lake School District.

Shauna Gruber of Twin
Cities & Western Railroad re-
places Gauer as the new
chamber board chairwoman
in 2013.

The other chamber board
members whose terms expire
in 2013 are Gruber, Cathy
Baumgartner of Central Min-
nesota Jobs & Training; and
Jeremy Stender of KTWN
Radio-1340 AM. Those terms

expiring in 2014 are held by
Murphy and Larry Anderson
of State Farm Insurance.

In earning the Community
Volunteer of the Year Award,
Phillips was cited by the
chamber selection committee
for her volunteer work at
GRHS since 2010. She was
described as “a compassion-
ate, reliable, friendly and
considerate volunteer, who is
always willing to help those
in need. She has volunteered
countless hours serving staff
and patients at Glencoe Re-
gional Health Services in var-
ious capacities.”

As to Murphy’s award for
Chamber Volunteer of the
Year, the selection panel
wrote that Murphy serves on
the chamber’s board of direc-
tors and its Economic Devel-
opment Committee (EDC).

“As a result of her leader-
ship, the chamber of com-
merce has implemented vari-
ous initiatives to serve the
needs of the community’s
manufacturing firms. Her
willingness to volunteer her
time and talents has been a
tremendous asset to the orga-
nization’s efforts to strength-
en Glencoe’s business com-
munity.”

The chamber also honored
new businesses in 2012 that
included Fahey Sales Auc-
tioneer’s & Appraisers, Head-
quarters Lifestyle Salon, The
Cake House, Pure Life Chiro-
practic & Wellness Center,
Serenity’s Therapeutic Mas-
sage, Shopko Hometown,
The French Bucket Floral &
Gift Shop and This-N-That
Cleaning.

Gauer also recognized the
work of the various chamber
committees: the Ambassa-

dors, who do the ribbon-cut-
ting ceremonies, the commu-
nity event organizers com-
mittee and the EDC.

On the Ambassador com-
mittee are Oladipo Ajayi of
Dominion Home Health
Services; Chip Anderson of
Schad, Lindstrand & Schuth;
Dietel; Ellen Felmlee of
Prime West Financial/Securi-
ty Bank & Trust; Gauer; Gru-
ber; Charlie Guerrero of
Home Solutions; Jean John-
son of Glencoe Enterprise;
Sue Keenan of McLeod Pub-
lishing; Shawn Knorr of Con-
temporary Dental; Keith Ort-
loff of Franklin Printing;
Kelly Rach of Ameriprise Fi-
nancial; Scott Rhodes of
Coborn’s; and Sheri Stamps
of McBride Hantge Funeral
Chapels.

On the community events
committee are Sara Brown,
Grand Meadows Senior Liv-
ing; Dietel; Guerrero; Mindy
Lemke of Gavin, Winters,
Twiss, Thiemann & Long;
Rach, Tim Schuth of Schad,
Lindstrand & Schuth; Jeremy
Stender of KTWN Radio-
1340 AM; and Jon Van-
damme of Coborn’s.

The EDC members include
Gauer, Anderson, Murphy,
Nicole Grobe of MidCountry
Bank, Guerrero, Robin Berg-
eron of Twin Cities & West-
ern Railroad, Mike Long of
Gavin, Winters, Twiss, Thie-
mann & Long, Brian O’Don-
nell of Priority One Real Es-
tate; Vandamme. Liaisons to
the EDC are City Administra-
tor Mark Larson; City Coun-
cil member Dan Perschau;
Dave Meyer, Glencoe Light
Plant manager; and Mayor
Randy Wilson.

Phillips, Murphy named
’12 volunteers of year

Shauna Gruber, left, presented an award to Ann Phillips. Sheila Murphy

After the project was aban-
doned, the County Board has
been receiving weekly re-
ports on the jail’s occupancy,
which averages in the low
20s, said Bayerl.

“Looking back, I think it
was a good decision,” Bayerl
said of abandoning the pro-
posal. “If we hadn’t made
that decision, this county
wouldn’t have the zero debt
and the healthy reserves it
has now.”

In fact, Bayerl said, leaving
office with the county not
having any debt “is probably
as rewarding as anything

we’ve accomplished.”
But even more rewarding,

Bayerl said, was being able to
help people.

“If I was able to help peo-
ple out, to get answers to
their questions … well, I real-
ly enjoyed that,” Bayerl said.

Bayerl, a retired farmer,
said he has no immediate
plans for his retirement from
his second job, that of county
commissioner.

“We’d like to do some
traveling, but other than that,
we have no big plans,” he
said.

Ray Bayerl Continued from page 1
Kwik Trip plan
expansion at
Hwys. 212/5

NORWOOD YOUNG
AMERICA — The Norwood
Young America Times re-
ported that Kwik Trip plans
to purchase the former Cross-
roads Restaurant at the cor-
ner of Highways 212-5 in
NYA.

The former restaurant will
be replaced by  a Kwik Trip
gas station, convenience
store and car wash in 2013 if
all preliminary arrangements
work out as expected, the
Times reported.

Hamburg PO
hours reduced

HAMBURG —Jim Thies-
feld, officer in charge of the
Hamburg Post Office, an-
nounced that two hours and
45 minutes have been cut
from the post office’s weekly
schedule of public service
hours, the Norwood Young
America Times reported.

The hours will be cut dur-
ing the week, he added. It is
all part of the national effort
by the U.S. Postal Services to
trim costs. The change will
begin in February.

Linemen help
with Sandy

Two Hutchinson Utilities
Commission linemen, Randy
Abelson and Nick Nelson,
worked 10 days helping re-
store electricity after Hurri-
cane Sandy devastated the
East Coast, the Hutchinson
Leader reported. The two
spent time repairing lines on
Long Island.
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Call us 
to place

your
HAPPY

ad.
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320-864-5518

We Have a Special Offer:

Just fill in the order form and indicate the names of the people
you want on your gift list. Drop it in the mail and we’ll do the

rest...from the gift announcement to the gift itself.  
1. To ________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________
City________________________State ______Zip ________
Phone ____________________________________________

2. To ________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City________________________State ______Zip ________
Phone ____________________________________________

Sign my gift card:
From ________________________________________________
Please: ❏ Renew my subscription

❏ Start my subscription at the same special price

SEND BILL TO:
Name________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City__________________________State ______Zip ________
Phone: ______________________________________________

Now you can give Christmas gifts of The McLeod County Chronicle OR The Silver Lake
Leader at the lowest gift rate possible. You pay nothing now, we’ll bill you next year.

First, we send a gift announcement  in your name, just before Christmas. Then we begin your gift
subscription Christmas week and continue it for a full year. No rush of Christmas shoppers. No pack-
ages to wrap, mail, insure or exchange on December 26th!

The McLeod County Chronicle
716 E. 10th St., P.O. Box 188
Glencoe, MN 55336 • 320-864-5518
$34.00 $31.00
$31 in McLeod County & New Auburn
$37 elsewhere in MN and $43 out of state
You may renew (or start) your own subscription at this special rate . You save $3 on each
subscription in each rate area. Use the attached order card. Send no money. We will bill
you next year. OFFER EXPIRES DEC. 14, 2012. Cannot be used with other offers.

Just fill in the order form and indicate the names of the people
you want on your gift list. Drop it in the mail and we’ll do the

rest...from the gift announcement to the gift itself.  
1. To ________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________
City________________________State ______Zip ________
Phone ____________________________________________

2. To ________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City________________________State ______Zip ________
Phone ____________________________________________

Sign my gift card:
From ________________________________________________
Please: ❏ Renew my subscription

❏ Start my subscription at the same special price

SEND BILL TO:
Name________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City__________________________State ______Zip ________
Phone: ______________________________________________

The Silver Lake Leader
104B Lake Ave., Box 343
Silver Lake, MN 55381 • 320-327-2216
$30.00 $27.00
$27 in Mcleod Cty & Cokato   
$31 elsewhere in MN • $35 out of state
You may renew (or start) your own subscription at this special rate . You save $3 on each
subscription in each rate area. Use the attached order card. Send no money. We will bill
you next year. OFFER EXPIRES DEC. 14, 2012. Cannot be used with other offers.

But do it now so we’ll have 
time to get everything in order by 

Christmas week. You’ll avoid both the 
commotion and expense of 

holiday shopping while sending 
someone a whole year of 

Christmas goodwill.

OFFICE USE ONLY
❏ Has Card     ❏ Send Card    
❏ Bill                     ❏ Pd

OFFICE USE ONLY
❏ Has Card     ❏ Send Card    
❏ Bill                     ❏ Pd

St. Pius X 
Christmas Tree Sales

OPENS Nov. 23 • 9 a.m.
Coborn’s Parking Lot, Glencoe

 Saturdays           9 a.m.-8 p.m.

 Sundays             10 a.m.-5 p.m.

 Mon.-Thurs.       3 p.m.-8 p.m.

 Fridays              1 p.m.-8 p.m.
5 different tree varieties available. 

Wreaths and garland by the foot.

– Trees are from Turks –
F46-50C47-51Aa

FREE 
Car Wash
with minimum $20.00 
Gift Certificate purchase

911 Chandler Ave. N., 
Glencoe • (320) 864-6083
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GLENCOE ROTARY
Introduces

Don Chapman
Profession/Occupation: Retired
minister of First Congregational
Church, Glencoe.
How many years have you been
in Glencoe: I came to Glencoe in
1955 until I retired. Moved north
and traveled. Returned to Glencoe
5 years ago.
How long have you been a Rotar-
ian and why did you join Rotary:
Joined in 1969. I was always at-
tracted to Rotary for the great
things they do and joined when I
had the opportunity to do so.
Name some reasons you came to
Glencoe and/or what are some
good things about Glencoe: I
came to Glencoe because I got a
great job at First Congregational
Church. Glencoe has great sports. I
am a big sports fan.
Family: daughter Susan lives in
Hutchinson and daughter Peggy
lives in Buffalo.

–––  DID YOU KNOW –––
Rotary’s Warm Hands Warm Hearts
project provides hats and mittens to
kids in McLeod County each year.
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John & Wilma Schmidt
on your 70th

Wedding Anniversary
~ December 13 ~

Congratulations

*50Al

12-12-12

Love,
Grandma & Grandpa

Mom & Dad

Happy 16th Birthday

*50Ca



Feel strongly 
about an issue? 

Share your opinion with The McLeod County 
Chronicle readers through a letter to the editor. 
Please include your name, address and telephone number 

(for verification purposes).

email to: richg@glencoenews.com

The McLeod County Chronicle, Wednesday, December 12, 2012, page 4

Staff
William C. Ramige, Publisher;
Rich Glennie, Managing Edi-
tor; Karin Ramige Cornwell,
Advertising Manager; June
Bussler, Business Manager;
Sue Keenan, Sales Represen-
tative; Brenda Fogarty, Sales
Representative; Lori Copler,
Staff Writer; Lee Ostrom,
Sports Writer; Jessica Bol-
land, Alissa Hanson and Lind-
sey Drexler, all production;
and Trisha Karels, Office As-
sistant.

Letters
The McLeod County Chronicle wel-
comes letters from readers ex-
pressing their opinions. All letters,
however, must be signed. Private
thanks, solicitations and potentially
libelous letters will not be pub-
lished. We reserve the right to edit
any letter.
A guest column is also available to
any writer who would like to pres-
ent an opinion in a more expanded
format. If interested, contact the
editor.
richg@glencoenews.com

Ethics
The editorial staff of the McLeod
County Chronicle strives to present
the news in a fair and accurate man-
ner. We appreciate errors being
brought to our attention. Please
bring any grievances against the
Chronicle to the attention of the edi-
tor. Should differences continue,
readers are encouraged to take their
grievances to the Minnesota News
Council, an organization dedicated to
protecting the public from press in-
accuracy and unfairness. The News
Council can be contacted at 12 South
Sixth St., Suite 940, Minneapolis,
MN 55402, or (612) 341-9357.

Press Freedom
Freedom of the press is guaran-
teed under the First Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution:
“Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof; or abridging the free-
dom of speech, or the press…”
Ben Franklin wrote in the Pennsyl-
vania Gazette in 1731: “If printers
were determined not to print any-
thing till they were sure it would
offend nobody there would be very
little printed.”

Deadline for the McLeod County
Chronicle news is 5 p.m., and ad-
vertising is noon, Monday. Dead-
line for Glencoe Advertiser adver-
tising is noon, Wednesday. Dead-
line for The Galaxy advertising is
noon Wednesday.

Founded in 1898 as The Lester Prairie News.
Postmaster send address changes to: McLeod Publishing, Inc. 
716 E. 10th St., P.O. Box 188, Glencoe, MN 55336. 
Phone 320-864-5518 FAX 320-864-5510.
Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Entered as Periodicals postal matter at Glencoe, MN post 
office. Postage paid at Glencoe, USPS No. 310-560.
Subscription Rates: McLeod County (and New Auburn) –
$34.00 per year. Elsewhere in the state of Minnesota – $40.00
per year. Outside of state – $46.00. Nine-month student subscrip-
tion mailed anywhere in the U.S. – $34.00. Address changes
from local area to outside area will be charged $3.00 per month.
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The McLeod County Chronicle

Opinions

Letters to Editor

As Congress and President
Obama continue their po-
litical stare-down as the

“fiscal cliff” fast approaches, per-
haps it is time the two sides try a
simple stop-gap measure for the next
year, or four, in order to buy some
time — stop spending!

Freeze everything at its current
level for 2013 and beyond — federal
employee and congressional wages
included. Make do with what is cur-
rently budgeted. No more borrow-
ing. Everyone must live within the
set budget.

Let the slow-growing economy
simply catch up. No new federal
spending, combined with an increase
in tax collections as new jobs are
created, more people get back to
work, more business owners reinvest
in their businesses, will give us a
chance to make a dent the federal
deficit.

Too simple? Too naive of a solu-
tion? Perhaps. But it sure beats what
our leaders have been doing to date.

If it works, do again in 2014, 2015
and beyond.

Forget about inflation. Forget
those cost-of-living raises. Forget
adding staff to the federal work
force, let attrition work its magic.
Forget about .... well, you get the
idea.

The Republicans also are onto
something. Get rid of all the tax
loopholes in the federal tax code to
instantly raise more revenue. Forget
about raising or lowering tax rates.
No more tax breaks for anyone. That

will indeed increase tax revenue
without touching the current tax
rates, which seems to be a major
stumbling block.

All that ought to get some jaws
clenched and teeth gnashing.

While we are at it, why not do the
same thing at the Capitol in St. Paul.
If you have so many billions in pro-
jected revenues, you can only spend
up to that many billions over the
next biennium. No more smoke-and-
mirrors. No more sleights of hand.
No more shifts and bookkeeping
gimmicks.

Freeze everything at its current
level. Make do, Minnesotans.

But sadly, politicians and simple
solutions never seem to go well to-
gether in the same sentence. Politi-
cians need to complicate things be-
yond comprehension because it pro-
vides them with job security. They
are the only ones who understand
what they did — sometimes.

Let us get back to the basics of
economics. You cannot spend what
you do not have. And you cannot
spend a dollar more than once.

We hark back to the Glencoe-Sil-
ver Lake School District situation of
several years ago. GSL was mired in
debt, and had been for years.

It took a simple solution to turn
things around in a matter of two
years. GSL curbed its spending
habits and cut its expenses! It was
that simple, and it worked mar-
velously.

— R.G.

How about just
freezing everything at

the current levels?
Our view: Maybe the federal budget solution

is just that simple — stop spending!

No snow in sight! Well, it’s just not working for us
To the Editor:

It’s Dec. 5 and ...
No snow in sight!
Our boys are both home for the

week and that means four cars in a
single driveway/garage house.

No snow in sight!
That’s OK. I’ll call the police and

get permission to park in the street
for the week!

No snow in sight!
No! You can’t get permission for

them to park for the week!
No snow in sight!
This is not working for us!
Scream!

Karen Thell
Glencoe

State surplus is $2.5 billion, not a $1.1 billion deficit
To the Editor:

The new state budget forecast has
some good news, showing that Min-
nesota has accumulated a $2.5 bil-
lion surplus under Republican lead-
ership.  

This $2.5 billion surplus enabled
us to replenish the state’s cash re-
serve funds by $900 million and
$1.6 billion to repay the school shift,
paying back all of the 2011 school
shift and a large portion of the edu-
cational shift that occurred under the
previous DFL-controlled legislature
in 2010.  

Then why is it reported that Min-
nesota is facing a projected $1.1 bil-
lion deficit in the upcoming bienni-
um?

The primary reason is that much
of state government is on “auto
pilot” spending increases. So the
deficit is not a shortfall in current
spending, it is a shortfall of a pro-
jected increase in government
spending. In other words, Minnesota
government is growing at a faster

rate than the private sector can grow
tax revenues. 

The reason we have a surplus is
because Republicans reduced this
projected rate of growth in govern-
ment spending during the last bien-
nium.  

The DFL is already using this pro-
jected deficit as a reason to increase
taxes on the “rich.”  The DFL is also
discussing an increase in the gas tax,
expanding the sales tax to include
clothing and numerous other taxes. 

According to published reports
some in the DFL are suggesting that
the state should raise an additional
$6 billion in new tax revenue for ex-
panding government programs. This
would represent more than a 20 per-
cent growth in current state spend-
ing.  This will kill private sector job
growth and is unsustainable. 

Keep in mind that when the feder-
al government creates huge trillion
dollar deficits with fiat money, in ef-
fect, they are already raising every-
one’s taxes by devaluing the pur-

chasing power of our dollar.
This hurts the middle class and the

poor the most by driving up the cost
of necessary goods and services. So
in addition to billions of dollars of
new taxes for Obamacare and taxa-
tion by devaluing your dollar, the
DFL now wants to raise tax rates
and grow government by double
digit rates, both at the state and fed-
eral level.

There is not one example in world
history where this socialist econom-
ic model has led to long-term pros-
perity.

I believe this will rob our children
of a bright economic future and will
eventually lead to economic chaos
as we are witnessing in Greece. 

As your representative, I will keep
you informed during the upcoming
session and budgeting process.  

State Rep. Glenn
Gruenhagen,

R-Glencoe

SWIF does more than support local businesses
To the Editor:

Southwest Initiative Foundation is
known for supporting local busi-
nesses, but does much more.

Since our creation in 1986, loan
programs have been a key function
of the Southwest Initiative Founda-
tion, a nonprofit often known as
SWIF, as a way to support commu-
nities and businesses throughout
southwest Minnesota.

In 2001, microlending was added
to our existing programs as a tool to
support small businesses and people
looking for self-employment oppor-
tunities by providing market-rate
loans.

In McLeod County communities
alone, SWIF has made 56 mi-
croloans, supporting many types of
businesses from Main Street shops
to service providers. Beyond financ-
ing, what makes our microloan pro-
gram so beneficial is the technical
assistance we provide.

SWIF microloan clients receive

technical assistance from our staff
— all who have personal business
experience — to improve their busi-
ness management skills, from busi-
ness planning to reading financials
to marketing.

By gaining these skills they not
only better position their businesses,
but also become equipped to serve
as more engaged community lead-
ers, adding to the vibrancy and qual-
ity of life in their communities.

But SWIF’s reach goes far beyond
microlending.

As a rural, regional community
foundation, we’re a single connec-
tion offering unlimited possibilities
to grow and promote people, entre-
preneurs, businesses and communi-
ties. We serve more than 150 com-
munities by providing loans, grants,
leadership development, and vehi-
cles for giving.

In our nearly 27-year history,
SWIF has invested $58 million
through grants and loans into our

communities and region. Through
all of our loan programs, we have
helped 580 businesses start or ex-
pand which have created or retained
more than 7,700 jobs. We’ve also es-
tablished 16 Early Childhood Initia-
tive coalitions, 50 Youth Energy
Summit teams, 24 community foun-
dations and more than 80 other
funds.

Our work is supported by donors
including individuals, families, busi-
nesses and other foundations and or-
ganizations who want to see our
communities have a bright future.
We are committed to the people of
southwest Minnesota and work hard
with leaders to build on our region’s
assets.

Kurt Thompson
Program officer

Southwest Initiative
Foundation
Hutchinson

Letters to Editor

Something doesn’t smell right
about city’s recycling decision
To the Editor:

This is our reaction to the article
regarding recycling in Glencoe, enti-
tled, “Recycling contract a sore
point for county.”

As the company who was recently
awarded a five-year contract for the
collection of ALL recycling for
McLeod County, we find the timing
of the city of Glencoe’s suggested
change in services interesting. 

The former company, contracted
by the county, was supposed to be
providing, and was paid for, the
same service we are currently pro-
viding. If there was a concern in
how the recycling was being collect-
ed, or not collected, why wasn’t this
addressed years ago?

West Central Sanitation has
proven the common goal between
McLeod County and us by increas-
ing the tonnage of collection by over
20 tons a month, or over 40 tons in
our first two months.

In Glencoe alone, we have in-
creased the collection of recyclables
by over 27 tons in the past two
months! If the city of Glencoe’s goal
is to increase the percentage of recy-

cling, we have already done that in
two short months.

Work with your county and us,
and we’ll increase that total even
more!

West Central Sanitation has the
ability to collect recycling either
way, single sort or separate sorts,
throughout our 15-county area we
serve. 

We, or the county, were never al-
lowed to discuss those options with
the city, which is really concerning
because they knew we were the con-
tracted vendor for these services.

West Central Sanitation fully ex-
pects to honor the McLeod County
contract and resolutions/ordinances
that they are operating under. We
will continue to provide those con-
tracted services to the residents of
Glencoe until or unless the county,
not the city, tells us something dif-
ferently.

Something doesn’t smell right,
and it’s not the garbage!

Don Williamson
Jeff Bertram

West Central Sanitation
Willmar



By Phil Krinkie
All the buzz in Washing-

ton, D.C., since the election
has been about the “fiscal
cliff.” This is a term that
Washington insiders have
given to spending reductions
and tax increases that will au-
tomatically take place if the
lame duck session of Con-
gress doesn’t act before the
end of the year.

The fiscal cliff is a result of
the Congress’ inability to
reach an agreement on spend-
ing cuts and/or tax increases
in order to resolve or at least
reduce our nation’s massive
budget deficit. If there is not
an agreement by the end of
the year both $136 billion in
“automatic” spending reduc-
tions and $592 billion in tax
increases will take effect.

The Congressional Budget
Office and most economists
predict that if Congress and
the President don’t act to pre-
vent these tax increases and
some of these spending cuts
from taking effect, it could
push the country back into
another recession.

But while all eyes are fo-
cused on what is happening
in Washington, D.C., Min-
nesota is facing a different
type of fiscal dilemma, a
mountain of new spending.
The Democrats wrestled con-
trol of both the Minnesota
House and Senate from the
Republicans in large part by
making commitments to in-
crease funding to a variety of
special interest groups. Now
will be the challenge to deliv-
er on their campaign promis-
es.

As Thomas Sowell, noted
economist and writer stated,
“The real goal should be re-
duced government spending,
rather than balanced budgets
achieved by ever rising taxes
to cover ever rising spend-
ing.”  

Just two years ago the state
faced a $5 billion shortfall.
With Republicans in control
of the Legislature and with
Democrat Mark Dayton in
the governor’s office, there
was a long drawn out budget
process. As most Min-
nesotans remember, there
was a suspension of some
government services for a
few weeks before a final
budget deal was struck.  The

agreement balanced the
budget without a tax increase,
but did use a combination of
future revenues and delayed
payments in order to increase
spending by double digits.

That’s right, state spending
still increased by more than
15 percent during the last bi-
ennium, despite the outcries
that draconian cuts had taken
place.

Now that Democrats con-
trol the Legislature and the
governor’s office, there will
be a spending spree at the
state Capitol, the magnitude
of which we haven’t seen in
twenty years. Less than three
weeks since the election, the
spending wishes are already
longer than a trust fund kid’s
Christmas list.

It starts with Sen. Bakk,
DFL-Cook, the new Senate
Majority Leader, promising
to reduce property taxes.
That’s likely to cost the state
at least a half a billion dol-
lars.  

Next is the stated commit-
ment to repay the K-12
school shift at a cost of $2.4
billion.  Then there is the de-
sire to increase spending in
K-12 education and higher
education as well. 

This is just the initial
spending list and does not in-
clude any of the Health and
Human Service appropriation
areas where spending usually
increases with economic

slowdowns. In total, Democ-
rats could be considering
somewhere around $5 billion
in new spending.

Next week the Office of
Management and Budget will
release the state’s forecasted
budget projections which will
likely show the state with yet
another shortfall, probably
ranging from a $1 billion to
$1.5 billion deficit. 

Given that the state’s Con-
stitution requires Minnesota
to have a balanced budget,
and given that the DFL can’t
seem to help themselves
when it comes to spending
taxpayer money, there is only
one way the Democrats can
climb this fiscal mountain
and that is with a correspon-
ding amount of increased
taxes.

It seems ironic that our fed-
eral politicians are working to
reach some agreement on
spending reductions and try-
ing to extend tax cuts, while
our Minnesota politicians are
talking only about a mountain
of new spending, which will
be matched with a pile of
new taxes. Maybe divided
government isn’t such a bad
idea.

Phil Krinkie, a former
eight-term Republican state
rep from Lino Lakes who
chaired the House Tax
Committee for a while, is
president of the Taxpayers
League of Minnesota.

Guest column:

Divided government isn’t so bad

By Lee Hamilton
As we move deeper into

December, the question for
Congress is this: Can mem-
bers of the House and Senate
do something to make the
public feel more positive
about Congress’s compe-
tence, or will 2012 end on the
familiar note of Americans
taking an unrelievedly dim
view of Congress’s job per-
formance?

According to data from a
public opinion survey spon-
sored by the Center on Con-
gress at Indiana University,
“there’s a quite decided, lop-
sided disapproval of Con-
gress,” said Edward G.
Carmines, the Warner O.
Chapman Professor and Rudy
Professor of political science
at Indiana University in
Bloomington. “In our survey,
it was 91 percent who disap-
prove and only 9 percent who
approve.

“This is an old story about
the modern Congress, but it’s
one that bears repeating,”
said Carmines. “In almost all
areas, the electorate finds the
Congress quite wanting. We
asked them if they think Con-
gress deals with key issues
facing the country; if it keeps
excessive partisanship in
check; if it conducts the busi-
ness of the country in a care-
ful and deliberate way; if it
holds members to high stan-
dards of ethical conduct; if it
controls the influence of spe-
cial interests.

“In each of these areas, the
public rates Congress quite
low. We asked them to grade
Congress between A and F,
and in almost every one of
these instances, the grade is
in the D range.”

When the survey was con-
ducted earlier this fall, public
awareness was just beginning
to build about the “fiscal
cliff” now filling the head-
lines.

“We didn’t ask specifically
about the ‘fiscal cliff,’ but we
did ask how much compro-
mise should be in play. And
very strong majorities told us
they prefer Congress to com-
promise to make good public
policy, even in contrast to
sticking to their own princi-
ples.

“If Congress were able to
deal with something like the
fiscal cliff in a way that
showed compromise, the in-
stitution would certainly be
held in higher esteem than it
is now,” Carmines said.
“There’s not much in the sur-
vey data showing that the

public believes Congress can
do that,” he concedes. “But if
Congress could compromise,
they certainly would gain
public support, because that’s
what the public’s looking
for.”

Carmines said the public
does understand that Con-
gress “has a tough job.”
Those surveyed recognize
“there’s a wide diversity of
opinion on most issues that
come before Congress. But
they don’t think Congress
works hard enough to resolve
these differences.”

Examining the relationship
between citizens and Con-
gress — how people learn
about, interact with, and eval-
uate the institution and its
members — has been an im-
portant focus for the Center
on Congress since its found-
ing in 1999.

The Center regularly con-
ducts public opinion polls to
gauge if Americans feel Con-
gress is relevant to their lives
and is living up to the
framers’ expectation that it
should be the responsive
“people’s branch” of the fed-
eral government. Overseeing
this survey work is Professor
Carmines, who also is the
Center’s director of research.

The 2012 findings are
based on a nationwide survey
of 1,000 people completed in
September and October by
the Internet polling firm
YouGov Polimetrix.

Below, Carmines offers his
thoughts on other findings of
the 2012 survey:

Incivility: “We asked sev-
eral questions about incivility
in Congress, and the news
here is not good. People see
incivility as a big problem,
they think it’s gotten worse
over the last several years,
and they think it will get
worse in the future, instead of
getting better.”

Who’s to blame? “They
don’t believe voters con-
tribute to this. They believe
the members themselves,
party leaders, the media, and
political campaigns exacer-
bate incivility.”

Influence: “The survey
asked, “What do you think is
the main thing that influences
what your members of Con-
gress do in office?” The high-
est, 49 percent, said ‘special
interests.’ Thirty-six percent
said members are mainly in-
fluenced by their personal
self-interest. Far below that, 9
percent said ‘the interest of
the people in their state or
district,’ and 5 percent ‘the

interest of the country as a
whole.’

To the question, “Do mem-
bers of Congress care about
what people like you think?”
1 percent said ‘most of the
time’ and 31 percent said
‘sometimes.’ A whopping 67
percent said, ‘No, not very
often.’”

Citizenship: “Not only do
those surveyed hold Congress
in low regard, but also, when
we asked them to evaluate
their own performance as cit-
izens — do they follow
what’s going on in Congress,
do they contact members on
issues that concern them, do
they vote in presidential and
congressional elections —
they also give the public pret-
ty low marks. We haven’t
seen this in some of the earli-
er surveys we’ve done; those
showed that average citizens
felt they didn’t have much re-
sponsibility for what went on
in Congress.”

Communication: “There’s
a growing recognition of the
importance of social media.
People believe it’s important
now for members of Con-
gress to develop a good web
site, to use online questions
and surveys, to participate in
Facebook and Twitter, to
have regular e-mail contact
with their constituents. It’s
not that they downplay the
traditional — town hall meet-
ings, and mailings and so
forth — but added to this is
what they see as an obligation
now that members of Con-
gress be highly involved in
social media and other online
outreach.”

Impact: “Our survey
found that people continue to
see Congress as a very rele-
vant and highly consequential
institution, one with a lot of
effect on their daily lives.
They believe that Congress
and the President in almost
all areas — whether you’re
talking about the budget, or
setting the agenda, or declar-
ing war, or anything, really,
of national importance —
that it’s the Congress AND
the President that ought to
share responsibility. So, Con-
gress is quite relevant to ordi-
nary voters. But they also be-
lieve Congress is a dysfunc-
tional institution.”

The Center on Congress is
supported in part by the Of-
fice of the Vice Provost for
Research at IU Bloomington.
For more information about
the Center, go to www.cen-
teroncongress.org.

Guest column:

As Congress approaches ‘cliff’

Chronicle photos by Rich Glennie

Happy, hearty
Minnesotans
There is something about cold
weather, lighted parades at night
and Minnesota that brings out the
best in people, including a few
smiles. This hearty group of pa-
rade watchers, above, included,
left to right, Sharon Gutknecht,
Larry Gutknecht, Kathy Heil, Bon-
nie Johnson, Michelle Sander and
Al Schochenmaier. They were tak-
ing in the Glencoe Holly Days pa-
rade last Saturday night. At the
right are elves, Abigail and Connor
Reiter, who were with the Bump’s
Family Restaurant parade unit,
handing out treats to parade
watchers.
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Professional Directory

Podiatrist
Dr. William N. Nichols

Located in the Glencoe 
Regional Health Services
1805 Hennepin Ave. N.

Glencoe  864-3121

Optician
Gerry’s Vision 
Shoppe, Inc.

“Your Complete Optical Store”
(with In-House Lab)

Call for Appointment 864-6111 
1234 Greeley Ave., Glencoe

JERRY 
SCHARPE, LTD
712 E. 13th St., Glencoe

Income Tax Preparation
Business & Personal, Estate & 

Gift Returns
Monthly Accounting & Payroll

Financial Statements
Compilation, Review & Audited

Jerry Scharpe, CPA
Jeffrey Scharpe, RAP

Tel: 320-864-5380
Fax: 320-864-6434

Serving clients since 1971

Dr. Julie
Schmidt D.C.

• Chiropractic Care
• Ear Candling
• Acupuncture

• Massage Therapy
• Firstline Therapy

Safe, gentle care for 
children and adults.

We use a healing combination of 
therapeutic massage and chiropractic

care to help you find relief from 
many different conditions and to 

help you feel your best.

Putting the care back into healthcare...
One patient at a timeOne patient at a time.

Experience the 
Difference

Schmidt 
Chiropractic Center
Norwood Young America

952-467-2505

Chiropractor

Dr. Gauer Dr. Brown

Effective, caring doctors
Friendly, helpful staff
Convenient scheduling

Mon 7:30a-8p
Tue 7:30a-6p

Wed 7:30a-6p

Thu 7:30a-8p
Fri 7:30a-6p

Sat 7:30a-1p

320-864-3196
800-653-4140

1706 10th St. E., Glencoe
www.gauerchiropractic.com

Sam’s 
Tire Service

719 Chandler, Glencoe
(320) 864-3615

Check out 
our website:

www.samstire.net

• 5” Seamless Gutters
• 6” Seamless Gutters
• K-Guard Leaf-Free

Gutter System
(lifetime clog free guarantee)

PHIL GOETTL
612-655-1379 
888-864-5979

www.mngutter.com

M
29

tfn
CL

ES
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The Professional Directory is provided each week for quick reference to professionals in the

Glencoe area — their locations, phone numbers and office hours. Call the McLeod County

Chronicle office for details on how you can be included in this directory, 320-864-5518.

Roger Schultz
ACMT

Free Consultations
923 12th St. E, Glencoe • 320-779-1402

, LLC

• De-stress and relax
with massage

• Deep tissue/sports
massage

• Repetitive use injury
therapy

13 Years
Experience

Massage/Bodywork

“A Healthy High!”

• Individual, Marriage & Family
Therapy

• Child Therapy

• Medication Management

JAMES JONAS, MSS
Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

LISA JONAS, MED
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

TRACEY VEE, MA
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

TORRI ERICKSON, MA
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

RENEE CARLSON, MS
Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor
REBECCA ARSENAULT, MSW
Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker

THOMAS HURWITZ, MD
Psychiatrist

Most Health Plans Accepted
925 12th St. E., Glencoe  

Offices also in Litchfield & Cologne

320-864-6139 or 952-361-9700

www.thejonascenter.com

THE JONAS CENTER

Question of the week
So who is to blame in the stalemate over the federal

budget as it approaches the ‘fiscal cliff’ if a compromise 
is not reached before Jan. 1?

1) Republicans
2) Democats

3) Both

Results for most recent question:
The city of Glencoe has been offered the former Mark’s

Economart building and property in downtown  Glencoe for
$1 and the payment of its 2013 property taxes ($14,022).

Should the city accept the offer?
1) Yes — 58%
2) No — 33%

3) Not sure — 10%

113 votes. New question runs Dec. 12-18

You can

vote
online at www.glencoenews.com



The McLeod County Chronicle, Wednesday, December 12, 2012, page 6

100 Years Ago
Dec. 13, 1912
A.F. Avery, Editor

Recent births: a son to Mr. and
Mrs. Gottlieb Mueller of Round
Grove on Nov. 25; a son to Mr.
and Mrs. Bernard Sifferath of
Collins on Nov. 28; a son to Mr.
and Mrs. Ed Kottke of Grafton
on Dec. 2; a son to Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Kreger of Collins on Dec.
10, and a son to Mr. and Mrs.
H.J. Hanson of Stewart on Dec.
11.

H.W. Miessner, the photogra-
pher, has sold his studio here to
Herbert E. Nelson of Willmar,
the deal being made last Friday.
Mr. Nelson took charge the fol-
lowing day.

Jos. Navara arrived home
Wednesday from Minneapolis,
where he left part of his stomach
at the Eitel Hospital.

Herbert Kapping, who is em-
ployed by E.E. Kuehn on the Dr.
Tinker farm, found a dynamite
cap one day last week, laid it on
an anvil and hit it with a hammer
to see if it would “go off.” It did
— and Herbert’s hand nearly
went with it. His wrist was badly
mangled but the physician was
able to patch up the damage and
save the hand.

75 Years Ago
Dec. 10, 1937
Harry Koeppen, Editor

Stewart will again be served
by the same village officials in
the next year as a result of Tues-
day’s annual election, in which
H.E. Proehl was re-elected presi-
dent of the council, Louis Larson
was re-elected as trustee and
Fred Kloempken as assessor.

The Willing Workers of the
Congregational Church held
their annual meeting Thursday at
the home of Mrs. C.S. Schmitz.
New officers for the year are
Mrs. C.J. Schmitz, president;
Mrs. L.E. Nelson, vice president;
Mrs. W.A. Phillips, secretary;
and Mrs. Emma Baliman, treas-
urer.

50 Years Ago
Dec. 13, 1962
Kermit T. Hubin, Editor

Mr. and Mrs. Eldor Lade
(Carol Plath) are rejoicing over
the arrival of a baby girl,
Lavonne Carol, born Dec. 8.

Mr. and Mrs. Maynard Boelter
(LeAnn Mead) are the proud
parents of a baby boy, Gregory

Jon, born Dec. 3.

35 Years Ago
Dec. 15, 1977
Kermit T. Hubin, Editor

Fifty-five women took part in
the Christmas Tour of Homes or-
ganized by Elvera Trettin on Sat-
urday. The day started with a
luncheon served by Luella Hahn,
Elvira Olinger, Emily Kasal, Lil-
ian Perry and Marj Streich, and
the ladies then toured the homes
of Alden Blixrud, James Kir-
choff, Otto Wangerin and John
Lipke to see the different ways
in which families decorate for
and celebrate Christmas.

30 Years Ago
Dec. 16, 1982
Dave Stoltz, Editor

The Stewart Public School is
seeking a full-time music direc-
tor for the second semester after
the resignation of Richard
Klauer effective at the end of the
first semester.

A new “coming events” sign,
donated by Community Educa-
tion, was installed recently at the
school entrance.

History

By Lori Copler
Staff Writer

The city of Stewart has a
new mayor.

At its Monday night meet-
ing, the Stewart City Council
accepted the resignation of
Mayor Jeff Erkenbrack, who
was re-elected in the Nov. 6
election, and appointed acting
mayor Jason Peirce to fill out
Erkenbrack’s term for this
year, and his new term that
was set to begin Jan. 1 and
through Dec. 31, 2015.

Erkenbrack submitted a let-
ter Dec. 3 saying he was re-
signing, effective immediate-
ly, but giving no details for
the reasons for his resigna-
tion.

The appointment of Peirce
as mayor left a council open-
ing, and the City Council ap-
pointed current Council
Member Mike Aydt, whose
re-election bid fell short Nov.
6, to fill out Peirce’s remain-
ing term, which is set to ex-
pire Dec. 31, 2015.

But that is contingent on an
opinion as to whether Aydt,
who also is the second assis-
tant fire chief, can hold both
positions.

Peirce said that if the opin-
ion, being sought from the
League of Minnesota Cities
and the city attorney, is that
Aydt can’t serve both posi-
tions, he will need to choose
between the two before Jan.

1.
City Clerk Ronda Huls said

she will get the information
as to whether Aydt can serve
in both capacities so that the
City Council has it in hand
for a special Dec. 27 meeting
that it had set to approve
year-end bills.

Kevin Klucas, who was
elected to the City Council in
November and will begin his
term Jan. 1, asked why the
council appointment couldn’t
wait until the new City Coun-
cil was in place in January.
Klucas and Jim Eitel will
both be new council mem-
bers.

Peirce hinted that he was
“aware of some information”

that there may be another
council member resignation
in the near future, and wanted
to make sure there were
enough council members for
a quorum.

In other business Monday
night, the City Council ap-
proved its 2013 budget and
levy, with a property tax in-
crease of 1.5 percent.

Peirce said that when the
Council set its preliminary
budget, it had “set a cap of 3
percent” for a tax increase.

The 1.5 percent increase
will generate another $5,552,
which will help cover a
Council-approved $50 per
month increase in its contri-
bution toward employees’

health insurance premiums,
and the continuation of the
conversion of the city’s paper
records to electronic records.

The city currently con-
tributes $300 per month to-
ward health insurance premi-
ums, that will increase to
$350 per month in 2013.

Huls estimated that it will
take a part-time employee
about four months to com-
plete the electronics records
project, working at about 15
hours per week.

The 2013 levy will be
$375,686, as compared to the
2012 levy of $370,134.

The City Council also:
• Approved the new side-

walk routes as established at

a recent workshop.
• Approved a new cemetery

ordinance, which also was
drafted at the workshop.

• Briefly discussed estab-
lishing a policy regarding
boulevards and road right-of-
way, which will define the
measurements of those areas.

Klucas suggested the city
also add alleys to the policy.

Huls said she is expecting
more information from the
city engineer regarding meas-
urements, and that the policy
could be put on the Council’s
January agenda.

• Heard that a new Kiwanis
Club is being established to
serve Stewart, Buffalo Lake
and Hector.

Stewart mayor resigns; Peirce appointed to job

By Lori Copler
Staff Writer

The Brownton City Coun-
cil passed its 2013 budget
Dec. 4, with a 0-percent prop-
erty tax increase, following
the annual truth-in-taxation
hearing.

Dan Rickert, who owns
commercial property in
Brownton, was the only at-
tendee at the hearing, saying
that his city taxes have risen
considerably in the past two
years.

City Clerk Cindy Linde-
man said that was a result of
changes in the tax laws
passed by the Legislature in
2011, with a “tax exclusion”
on residential property, that
reduced the taxable value of
residential property.

Because Brownton has far
more residential than com-
mercial property, Lindeman
said, commercial properties
ended up taking the brunt of
the tax burden.

Rickert said that he had at-
tended a town hall meeting
with state legislators, who as-
serted that the problem was
that local governments didn’t
reduce their budgets accord-
ingly.

“I guess I wouldn’t agree
with that,” said Lindeman,
who added that local govern-
ments still needed to maintain
services. “I just don’t think
they realized the ramifica-
tions of what they (the Legis-
lature) did.”

In reviewing the budget,
Lindeman said changes in the
police department — a reduc-
tion to one full-time officer
and a part-time chief from
two full-time officers — al-
lowed a reduction of $40,800
in expenditures.

However, she added
$19,000 to capital outlay for
the payments on the new pay-
loader, $8,000 toward poten-
tial Renville-Sibley Fiber ex-
penses; and $8,800 for a
property insurance premium
increase, caused by the addi-
tion of the new Brownton
Area Civic Center to the poli-
cy.

The budget shows revenues
ahead of expenditures by
$10,000, which Lindeman
said will provide a cushion
for unforeseen expenses, and
can perhaps help with flood
mitigation plans.

Lindeman also said there is
money left from the sale of
the municipal liquor store
that can be used for flood
mitigation.

The city’s proposed 2013
levy includes: general fund,
$227,403; 2000 streets/utility
bond, $73,714; 2009
streets/utility bond, $23,750;
and 2011 facility redevelop-
ment bond, $63,050; for a
total levy of $387,917.

Fire budget
In other business, Fire

Chief Morris Gasow reported
that the fire department was
several thousand dollars over
budget for supplies.

Gasow said that an order
had been placed with out-of-
state companies for fire foam,
but the companies apparently
assumed there was a standing
order and kept shipping foam
and other chemical products.

“They were sending it even
without us ordering,” said
Gasow. “It got a little out of
hand.”

Gasow said the department
sent back what wasn’t paid
for, and has adjusted its pur-
chasing policy so that at least
two of three officers must ap-
prove any purchases over
$250.

Lindeman said that along
with receiving the products,
price checks showed that the
department overpaid for what
it did receive by about
$8,600. She said the city at-
torney said the city “didn’t
really have any recourse be-
cause we have the product,
and we paid for it.”

Gasow said the fire depart-
ment voted to cover the ex-
cess with proceeds from its
charitable gambling fund, and
that he also intended to waive
his annual salary of $1,200.

Council Member Chuck
Warner indicated that while
he wasn’t happy with what
happened, he was pleased the
fire department members had
stepped up to try to rectify
the situation.

“We’ve always been very
supportive of the department,
and we’re very proud of it,”
said Warner.

Council Member Doug
Block said he didn’t feel that
Gasow should waive his
stipend, and made a motion
to pay Gasow’s annual salary.
The Council also voted to ac-
cept the donation from the
fire department to cover the
deficit in the supplies catego-
ry of its budget.

Engineer’s report
John Rodeberg of SEH,

Inc., was present to discuss
the proposed natural gas and
flood mitigation projects.

The City Council approved
an amendment to its contract
with SEH, Inc., to cover the
engineering costs for the pro-
posed municipal natural gas
utility.

SEH will take on three
“tasks,” according to the
agreement. The first is a fea-
sibility report and planning
for a special election on a
proposed revenue bond to
fund the project, the second is
to complete the design of the
project and the third is to
oversee actual construction.

The cost of the three tasks
could be up to $280,000,
which will be included in the
project’s total cost, but Rode-
berg said the second two
tasks are contingent on pass-
ing of the bond issue.

Rodeberg said the special
election will take place in
February or March 2013. If
voters pass the bond issue,
the system would be designed
in summer with construction
to be substantially completed
by the end of 2013.

In regards to flood mitiga-
tion, Rodeberg said he is
preparing a list of frequently
asked questions for impacted
residents, and the city will
meet with those residents in-
dividually to discuss the proj-
ect, which could potentially
include the city buying
homes in the flood-prone
area.

In other business, the City
Council:

• Approved a 5 percent
salary increase for 2013 for
its employees, in the wake of
an increased salary of full-
time police officer Jake Bin-
nebose, who had resigned in
September and was re-hired
in November.

Lindeman said Binnebose,
who was offered a salary of
$20 per hour, will be making
about 7-1/2 percent more
than his previous salary.

Block said he considers
Binnebose to be a “new hire”
for the job, and that the $20
per hour figure was within
the range specified in the ad-
vertisement for the position.

However, Council Member
Norman Schwarze said he
doesn’t see it the same way.

After some discussion, the
City Council voted for the 5
percent increase.

The City Council also in-
creased Deputy Clerk Ella
Kruse’s hourly salary to $15
per hour from $12.12 per
hour because of increased re-
sponsibilities.

• Agreed to establish an ac-
tivities task force for the civic
center to help promote use of
the facility.

• Agreed to have Schwarze
and Block attend an auction
at the former Lake Marion
Ballroom in hopes of pur-
chasing tables, chairs and
other items for the civic cen-
ter.

• Changed its January
meeting to Tuesday, Jan. 8,
from Tuesday, Jan. 1, because
of the New Year’s Day holi-
day.

• Presented outgoing
Mayor Curt Carrigan with a
plaque in appreciation of his
30 years of service to the city
as a council member and a
mayor.

Brownton City Council adopts
2013 levy with no increase

100 Years Ago
Dec. 13, 1912
O.C. Conrad, Editor

Boy No. 2 arrived at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. H.J. Selle on
Tuesday of this week.

The local Produce Store has
been a busy place for the past
two days, taking care of the large
amount of Christmas poultry.
Manager Kaplan tells us he took
in 20,000 pounds of dressed
turkeys Tuesday and Wednesday
and expects to duplicate that by
Friday night. It requires the serv-
ice of eight men to handle the
business. A rather small crop of
the festive bird was predicted in
the Brownton vicinity this year,
but the enormous receipts would
indicate otherwise. Herman
Gaulke, residing southeast of
town, is given the distinction of
bringing in the largest “batch,”
his check amounting to nearly
$300.

Andrew Amundson of Stewart
was in the village Monday and
while here, purchased the saloon
stock owned by William Egen
and took immediate possession.
Mr. Egen expects to return to
Rapid City, S.D., where he has
several children living.

75 Years Ago
Dec. 9, 1937
Percy L. Hakes, Editor

Peder B. Jensen, 79, died at
his home in Minneapolis early
Sunday. A native of Denmark, he
came to America with his wife,
Anan, and settled in Hutchinson
in 1882. In about 1890, he as-
sumed the management of the
lumber yard in Brownton, and
later, partnering with Joseph

Zander, he opened his own lum-
ber yard, which he operated until
1907, when he became associat-
ed with Midland Lumber Co. of
Minneapolis.

A beautiful wedding in which
the double-ring ceremony was
used was solemnized at the St.
John’s Evangelical  Reformed
Church at high noon Nov. 30,
uniting in marriage Miss Lena
Raske, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Hutchinson, and Mr. Louis
Schwarze, the very popular eld-
est son of Mr. and Mrs. Simon
Schwarze of the Sumter commu-
nity.

A late fall wedding was sol-
emnized at St. Matthew’s
Lutheran Church Thursday after-
noon, with the principals being
Miss Leila Lickfett, oldest
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Julius
Lickfett, and Mr. John Karg, son
of Mr. and Mrs. J.P. Karg of
Hutchinson. 

50 Years Ago
Dec. 13, 1962
Charles H. Warner, Editor

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Heil an-
nounce the birth of a son, Terry
Donald, at the Glencoe hospital
Dec. 5. He has a brother, Billie.

Henry Larson, 78, died at the
home of his daughter, Mrs.
Charles Warner, Monday morn-
ing at 8:30 o’clock. Death was
due to uremic poisoning. A life-
long resident of Lake Park, Mr.
Larson had come to Brownton
for the funeral of his grand-
daughter, Sue Warner.

All four incumbent directors
were re-elected Thursday at the
annual meeting of the Brownton
Co-operative Creamery Associa-
tion. Re-elected were Merlin

Timm, Howard Peik, Charles
Draeger and John Lietz.

20 Years Ago
Dec. 9, 1992
Lori Copler, Editor

Bertram “Bert” Sommerdorf,
84, of Brownton, died Nov. 30,
1992, at Burns Manor Nursing
Home in Hutchinson. He was a
lifelong farmer in Sumter Town-
ship.

Gerhart Harbarth, 83, a retired
Brownton farmer, died Thursday,
Dec. 3, 1992.

Six McLeod West musicians
were named to the Wartburg Col-
lege (Iowa) Honor Band: Angela
Olesen, Corey Maiers, Jenny
Lamprecht, Krista Alsleben,
Jenny Kalenberg and Lynn
Friedrichs.

10 Years Ago
Dec. 11, 2002
Lori Copler, Editor

The Stewart City Council
voted Monday to spend about
$8,000 to replace the carpet in
the community center’s large
meeting room and the hallways,
and to replace the flooring in the
clerk’s office with tile.

The Brownton City Council
heard that a group of citizens
want to restore the band shell in
the city park, and already had
$9,300 pledged toward the proj-
ect. Other proposed improve-
ments include a volleyball court,
a basketball court and play-
ground equipment.

John Beneke, 67, owner of
The B’s Cafe in Brownton, died
Dec. 7, 2002, at the Hutchinson
hospital after a battle with can-
cer.

From the Brownton Bulletin archives

From the Stewart Tribune archives

22 Brownton
seniors met
on Monday

Twenty Brownton senior
citizens met Monday at the
community center.

Cards were played after
the meeting with the follow-
ing winners: 500, Norma Al-
brecht, first, and Jerome
Ewert, second; pinochle,
Betty Katzenmeyer, first, and
Ruby Streich, second; and
sheephead, Elmer Maass,
first, and Lil Lindeman, sec-
ond.

Archie Diehn won the door
prize. The group enjoyed its
Christmas potluck dinner.

The next meeting will be
Monday, Dec. 17, at 1 p.m. 

Candlelight ceremony rescheduled
Because of the blizzard

Sunday, Dec. 9, the Hutchin-
son area chapter of The Com-
passionate Friends had to
reschedule its 11th-annual re-
membrance candlelighting
service until Sunday, Dec. 16,
at 7 p.m.

The service will be at the
Dobratz-Hantge Funeral
Chapel, main chapel, on
Highway 15 South in
Hutchinson.

The event is open to any-
one who would like to come
and light a candle in remem-

brance of a child who died
too soon; whether your own
child or that of a neighbor,
coworker, relative or friend.

“It is a special time to say
their name out loud and light
a candle, that their light will
continue to shine in our
hearts,” said Jo Reck of the
Dobratz-Hantge Chapel. “Es-
pecially at this time of the
year when their absence is so
deeply felt, your support and
participation can help ease
some of our pain.

“It is a very beautiful way

to share with all of those who
have walked in our shoes
through the painful journey
of losing a child,” Reck said.

“Bring a photo in a frame
that can stand by itself if you
are honoring your own de-
ceased child,” she added.

Refreshments and a time of
sharing will follow. Call
Reck at 320-833-2300 with
any questions.

In case of more inclement
weather, tune in to KDUZ
Radio 1260AM for cancella-
tions, or call Reck.

Thurs., Dec. 13 — AA Group Mtg. next to Post Office
in Stewart, 8 p.m., call 320-212-5290 for info.

Mon., Dec. 17 — Tops Weigh-In mtg., 5-5:30 p.m.;
Brownton Senior Citizens Club, Brownton Community
Center, 1 p.m.; Brownton Lions; Stewart American Le-
gion Post 125 & Auxiliary potluck Christmas party, 6
p.m.; GSL High School band concert, GSL High
School Auditorium, Glencoe, 7:30 p.m.; McLeod Coun-
ty Historical Museum hosting a Christmas auction fund
raiser and potluck dinner. 380 School Road NW,
Hutchinson, 5-7 p.m.

Tues., Dec. 18 — Narcotics Anonymous, Brownton
Community Center, 7 p.m.; Brownton Legion.

Thurs., Dec. 20 — AA Group Mtg. next to Post Office
in Stewart, 8 p.m., call 320-212-5290 for info.; Stewart
Lions.

737 Hall St.,
Stewart

320-562-2553

www.firstmnbank.com
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766 Century Avenue • Hutchinson
SHOWTIMES GOOD FROM 12/14-12/20

Digital Projection In All Theatres
THE HOBBIT(3D) PG-13  

Sorry, No Passes Or Discount Tickets Accepted!
3D Surcharge Applies  

Fri  4:00  7:30;  Sat-Sun  12:30  4:00  7:30;  
Mon-Thurs  4:00  7:30

THE HOBBIT(2D) PG-13  
Sorry, No Passes Or Discount Tickets Accepted!
Fri  5:00  7:00  9:00;  Sat-Sun  1:30  3:30  5:00

7:00  9:00;  Mon-Thurs  4:30  7:00  9:00
RED DAWN  PG-13  Ends Tues!  

Fri  4:30  7:20  9:30;  Sat-Sun  1:30  4:30  
7:20  9:30;  Mon-Tues  4:30  7:20  9:30

RISE OF THE GUARDIANS(2D) PG
Fri  4:20  7:10  9:25;  Sat-Sun  1:20  4:20  7:10
9:25;  Mon-Tues  4:20  7:10  9:25  Ends Tues!

LINCOLN  PG-13  
Fri  4:35  7:45;  Sat-Sun  1:20  4:35  7:45;

Mon-Thurs  4:35  7:45
TWILIGHT: Breaking Dawn Pt. 2PG-13  

Fri  4:15  7:00  9:35;  Sat-Sun 1:15  4:15  
7:00  9:35;  Mon-Thurs  4:15  7:00  9:35  

SKYFALL PG-13  
Fri  3:50  6:45  9:40;  Sat-Sun  12:55  3:50  
6:45  9:40;  Mon-Thurs   3:50  6:45  9:40

WRECK IT RALPH(2D) PG
Fri  4:10  7:05  9:30;  Sat-Sun  1:10  4:10  
7:05  9:30;  Mon-Thurs  4:10  7:05  9:30

Starting Wednesday Dec. 19th!
MONSTERS INC.(3D) PG  

Sorry, No Passes Or Discount Tickets Accepted!
3D Surcharge Applies!

Weds Dec. 19th & Thurs Dec. 20th
4:30  7:15  9:25

THE GUILT TRIP  PG-13  No Passes!
Weds Dec. 19th & Thurs Dec. 20th

4:30  7:20  9:30
Adult Seats Before 6pm $6.25(Except 3D)

Child/Senior All Seats$5.75(Except 3D)
www.cinemagictheatres.com

(320)234-6800
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OPEN HOUSE
50th Wedding 
Anniversary 
Celebration

Bev & Tom
Kosek

Saturday, Dec. 15
Norwood 
Young 

America 
Pavilion

Music 2-5 p.m.
Program 3:30 p.m. 

Meal 4 p.m.
Your presence is our gift.

*49-50Ca

Open House
55th Wedding
Anniversary

ELEANOR & LARRY 
CRABB

Sunday, Dec. 16
2-4 p.m.

Millie Beneke Manor
No gifts please.

*49,50ACl

 

Downtown   Hutchinson 
Fri  Dec 14  to  Thu  Dec 20

 

FLIGHT                                     R 
Everyday  7:45 

 

ARGO                                       R 
Everyday  8:00 

 

HERE COMES THE BOOM      PG  
Sat Sun 2:10  5:10       Weekdays  5:10 

  

TAKEN  2                                  PG13 
Everyday   8:10 

 

HOTEL  TRANSYLVANIA        PG          
Sat Sun 1:45  4:45       Weekdays  4:45 

 

ICE  AGE- CONT  DRIFT          PG         
Sat Sun 2:00  5:00        Weekdays 5:00 

 
 Adults 3.50     

Kids & Seniors   2.50
Monday Everyone 2.50

320-587-0999   www.statetheatrehutch.com 

K50C
51Aa

NOW PLAYING FRI., DEC. 14 – THURS., DEC. 20
NO SHOWS START BEFORE 4 P.M. FRI., DEC 14
NEW ADMISSION PRICES: ADULTS $7.00; 

CHILD, MATINEES & SENIORS $5.00

Rise of the Guardians  PG
12:30, 2:35, 5:001, 7:051 & 9:10

Skyfall   PG-13
12:35, 3:35, 6:351 & 9:10

The Hobbit   PG-13
12:35, 4:051 & 7:301

The Hobbit   PG-13
1:30, 5:151 & 8:45

Lincoln   PG-13
12:00, 3:00, 6:301 & 9:25

Playing for Keeps   PG-13
12:20, 2:35, 5:101, 7:301 9:40
1) Show Times for Mon.–Thurs., Dec. 17-20.

SPECIAL SHOWING OF “THE HOBBIT” 
PG-13 AT 12:01 A.M. ON FRI., DEC. 14

WACONIA 
THEATRE
651-777-3456 #560 • 109 W 1st St
STADIUM SEATING & ALL AUDITORIUMS

HAVE HD DIGITAL PRESENTATION 
AND 7.1 DIGITAL SOUND

~ CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED ~

K
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Valerie Rose Spicer and
Taylor Carl Mackenthun,
both of Hutchinson, were
united in marriage Aug. 4.
2012, at Library Square in
Hutchinson by the Rev.
Robert Taylor.

Parents of the couple are
Kim and Rose Spicer of
Pueblo West, Colo., and Dave
and Michele Mackenthun of
Glencoe.

Maid of honor was Jennifer
Jahnke, and bridesmaids were
Vanessa Lara, Mara Koepp,
and Paige Mackenthun.

Groomsmen were Collin
Mackenthun, Tanner Mack-
enthun, Cory Smith and Jake
Suter.

A reception and dinner
were held at Zella’s in
Hutchinson.

After a wedding trip to Ely,
the couple will reside in

Hutchinson.
The bride is employed at

Clay Coyote and Zella’s.
The groom is a sixth-grade

math teacher at Hutchinson
Middle School.

Spicer —
Mackenthun

Valerie and Taylor
Mackenthun

Weddings

The Glencoe Jr. Pioneers 4-
H Club met at the Glencoe
Pizza Ranch on Sunday for
its December meeting and
Christmas party.

President Samantha Lange
called the meeting to order.

The 4-Hers celebrating De-
cember birthdays included
Derek Posusta and Axel
Schulz.

Phone books will arrive on
Dec. 10 and need to be
delievered for Jan. 1.

Workers for the winterfest
snow sculpture contest are
needed.

The county bowling party
in January was discussed by

club members.
A committee was formed

to purchase gifts for the
Adopt-a-Family project.

The next youth association
meeting will be Monday, Jan.
28 at 7 p.m.

The McLeod County 4-H
fruit sales will start on Jan.
28, and BLU will be Feb. 9-
10 in Mankato.

After the meeting, mem-
bers ate pizza and played the
dice game.

The next meeting of the
Glencoe Jr. Pioneers will be
Monday, Jan. 14, at 7 p.m., at
the Glencoe City Center.

Glencoe Jr. Pioneer 4-H
holds Christmas party

President Phyllis
Schwanke presided at the No-
vember meeting of the New
Auburn VFW Auxiliary to
Post 7266.

The Auxiliary approved
donations to the Sno Ball Ex-
press for $25; Voice of
Democracy for $5; and Mar-

cella Arnold for $5.
The next meeting of the

auxiliary will be its Christ-
mas potluck with a $5 gift ex-
change. It starts at 6 p.m.,
Wednesday, Dec. 12.

The POW/MIA candle was
lit and a moment of silence
held by the members.

New Auburn VFW Auxiliary
Christmas party set Dec. 12

By Lori Copler
Staff Writer

A public hearing on
McLeod County’s proposed
10-year water management
plan was attended by few
Wednesday morning, Dec. 6,
and most were members of a
committee that drafted the
plan, with the help of Matt
Johnson of the Mid-Minneso-
ta Development Commission.

Johnson said the current
10-year plan expires Dec. 31,
but the county has applied for
an extension through May.

The proposed plan has
been reviewed by the Board
of Water and Soil Resources,
which has recommended
some cosmetic changes, said
Johnson.

After the changes have
been made, the plan will
again be submitted for review
and approval to various agen-
cies.

Johnson said the plan iden-
tifies “priority projects” for
managing the county’s water
resources. Having the plan in
place aids the county and

other local governments in
obtaining grant monies for
water quality improvement
projects.

In other business Wednes-
day, the County Board:

• Approved a salary in-
crease for commissioners to
$25,653 annually from
$24,405, effective in January
2013. County Administrator
Pat Melvin said the increase
“is approximately the same”
as received by other employ-
ees whose contracts have
been settled.

The per diem and mileage
amounts will remain the same
as 2012, at $75 for a full day,
$40 for a half day, and 35
cents per mile reimburse-
ment.

• Awarded the bid for the
replacement of a Penn Town-
ship bridge on Lace Avenue
to Structural Specialties, Inc.,
of Hutchinson, in the amount
of $256,118.35, about 20.7
percent less than the engi-
neer’s estimate of $322,807.
Seven companies submitted
bids on the project.

• Approved a resolution
asking the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation
(MnDOT) to waive minimum
design standards for the
County Road 2/Gehlen Drive
project in Silver Lake, to
allow for a reduced speed
limit of 20 miles per hour as
compared to the 30 miles per
hour MnDOT standard. The
request cites safety and de-
sign concerns.

• Approved a fireworks
public display permit for
Northern Lighter Pytrotech-
nics, Inc., to practice between
4 p.m. and 9 p.m., Jan. 5, at a
rural Silver Lake property, as
part of training for the organi-
zation.

Commissioner Ray Bayerl
said he has had some noise
complaints about previous
displays and asked that the
organization not test some of
its bigger fireworks.

County Auditor-Treasurer
Cindy Schultz also said she
will provide notice of the dis-
play to residents within a
one-half mile radius of the

property, rather than the one-
fourth mile radius used for
prior displays.

• Approved a contract with
Braun Intertec of St. Cloud to
perform a geotechnical evalu-
ation and geothermal feasibil-
ity study of a 10-acre site that
is being considered for a new
highway maintenance shed
for the Silver Lake and Lester
Prairie area.

Bayerl suggested the high-
way department first deter-
mine sites for a potential san-
itary sewer mound system,
because that could have im-
pact on the location of the ac-
tual shop building.

The cost of the study is
$7,232.

• Approved a request from
Emergency Services Director
Kevin Mathews to spend
$9,000 for equipment that
will allow his department to
issue temporary identification
tags at disaster scenes. Math-
ews said the system will help
his department determine
who is authorized to be at the
scene.

County continues work on
10-year water quality plan

Chronicle photos by Rich Glennie 

Holiday goodies
The Glencoe Historic
Preservation Society held
its annual Christmas bake
sale Saturday in the His-
toric Room in the Glencoe
City Center. The trio of
Norma McNeil, Arlene
Gehlen and Ramona
Nagel, above, spent time
shopping and visiting. At
the right, the many dis-
plays of baked goodies
were constantly being re-
freshed by vounteers with
new baked items. The
proceeds from the sale
will help complete work
on the Historic Room.

Dec. 17-21
Millie Beneke Manor
Senior Nutrition Site

Monday — Cranberry-glazed
chicken, baked potato, California-
blend vegetables, bread, mar-
garine, fruit cocktail, low-fat milk.

Tuesday — Hamburger-tomato
casserole, green beans, mandarin
oranges whip, bread, margarine,
cookie, low-fat milk.

Wednesday — Vegetable beef
soup, turkey sandwich, pineapple,
crackers, margarine, bar, low-fat
milk.

Thursday — Glazed ham, au-
gratin potatoes, vegetable blend,
dinner roll, margarine, cheese-
cake, low-fat milk.

Friday — Salisbury steak,
parslied whole potatoes, squash,
bread, margarine, blushing pears,
low-fat milk.

GSL Schools
Elementary/Jr. High/Sr. High

Breakfast
Monday — Breakfast pizza or

Kix Berry cereal and blueberry
muffin, apple juice cup, low-fat
milk (breakfast burrito at junior
high and high school).

Tuesday — Pancake on a stick
or Cheerios and apple-cinnamon
muffin, diced peaches, low-fat
milk.

Wednesday — Egg-and-
cheese omelet or reduced-sugar
Coco Puff cereal and string
cheese, petite banana, low-fat
milk.

Thursday — Breakfast pizza or
reduced-sugar Fruit Loops cereal
and blueberry muffin, orange juice
cup, low-fat milk (egg and cheese
omelet at junior high and high
school).

Friday — Pancakes with syrup

or reduced-sugar Cinnamon Toast
Crunch cereal and yogurt, diced
pears, low-fat milk (french toast
sticks with syrup at junior high
and high school).

Helen Baker/Lakeside Lunch
Monday — Hamburger on a

whole-grain bun, deli combo sub,
oven-baked beans, baby carrots
with dressing, orange wedges,
pineapple tidbits.

Tuesday — Chicken nuggets,
yogurt-American cheese-crackers
fun lunch, seasoned corn, cucum-
ber slices with dressing, petite ba-
nana, mandarin oranges.

Wednesday — Baked chicken,
dinner roll, tuna salad on whole-
grain bread, mashed potatoes
with gravy, jicama fruit salad,
cranberry sauce, chilled peaches,
apple crisp.

Thursday — Pancakes with
syrup, scrambled eggs, ham and
cheese on a whole-grain bun,
oven-baked sweet potato puffs,
baby carrots with dressing, sliced
strawberries, chilled pears.

Friday — Tony’s cheese pizza,
turkey and cheese on whole-grain
bread, seasoned green beans,
caesar romaine side salad with
dressing, apple wedges, chilled
mixed fruit.

High School Lunch
Monday — Barbecued pork ri-

blet, bread stick, macaroni pasta
salad, oven-baked beans, sweet
corn salad, baby carrots with
dressing, orange wedges, pineap-
ple tidbits.

Tuesday —  Popcorn chicken,
mashed potatoes with gravy,
whole-grain dinner roll, broccoli
salad with raisins, cucumbers with
dressing, petite banana, chilled

peaches.
Wednesday — Pancakes with

syrup, oven-baked tator tots,
sausage patty, chickpea salad,
cauliflower with dressing, cinna-
mon orange smiles, sliced straw-
berries.

Thursday — Whole-grain mac-
aroni and cheese, garlic bread
stick, seasoned carrots, romaine
salad with dressing, red pepper
strips with dressing, grapes,
chilled pears.

Friday — Sloppy joes on
whole-grain buns, sweet potato
puffs, seasoned corn, baby car-
rots with dressing, apples, chilled
mixed fruit. 

First Lutheran School
Lunch

Monday — Meatloaf, mashed
potatoes, mixed fruit, bread, milk.

Tuesday — Pizza, peas,
pineapple, bread, milk.

Wednesday — Chili, corn
muffins, peaches, milk.

Thursday — Cook’s choice,
green beans, pears, bread, milk.

Friday — Grilled chicken patty,
tator tots, mandarin oranges, milk.

St. Pius X
Lunch

Monday — Ham slice, augratin
potatoes, mixed fruit, corn, whole-
grain dinner roll, milk.

Tuesday — Corn dog, peach-
es, french fries, raw vegetables
with dip, corn, milk.

Wednesday — Sloppy joe,
apple slices, carrots with dip,
peas, milk.

Thursday — Chicken patty with
bun, pears, baked beans, green
beans, milk.

Friday — Cheese pizza, peach-
es, broccoli with dip, corn, milk.

Menus

NA VFW
approves
donations

The New Auburn VFW
Post 7266 November meet-
ing was called to order by
Commander Willard Grack.

The club made the follow-
ing donations: Santa Day,
$500; St. Cloud Medical
Center, $300; GSL FFA
chapter, $500; the GSL
Close-Up program, $500;
and Patriots Pen, $550.

The next meeting will be
Wednesday, Dec. 12, starting
at 6 p.m., with a potluck sup-
per.

Holiday Early Deadlines
for the McLeod County

Chronicle and 
Silver Lake Leader

Due to the 
holidays, ads
for the Dec. 27

Silver Lake
Leader are
needed by

Noon on 
THURSDAY, 

DEC. 20. 
Ads for the 

Dec. 26
McLeod County
Chronicle are

needed by 
Noon on FRIDAY, 

DEC. 21.

Ads for the 
Jan. 3

Silver Lake
Leader are
needed by

Noon on 
THURSDAY, 

DEC. 27. 
Ads for the 

Jan. 2 McLeod
County 

Chronicle are
needed by 

Noon on 
FRIDAY, DEC. 28.
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Funeral services for Judith
“Judy” Ann Katzenmeyer, 66,
of Brownton, were held
Thursday, Dec. 6, at Grace
Lutheran Church, Brownton.
The Rev.
A n d r e w
Hermodson-
Olsen offi-
ciated.

M r s .
Katzenmey-
er died Sun-
day, Dec. 2,
2012, at the
G l e n c o e
R e g i o n a l
H e a l t h
Services long-term care facil-
ity.

Alan Jerabek was the read-
er. The organist was Vicki
Herrmann, and the duet of
Rosine Hermodson-Olsen
and Lori Lindeman sang
“How Great Thou Art” and
“Borning Cry.” Congrega-
tional hymns were “Amazing
Grace” and “Just As I Am.”
Special music was by the
Kosek Family, “Children of
the Heavenly Father.”

Honorary pallbearers were
her grandchildren, great-
granddaughter, nieces and
nephews. Pallbearers were
Dawn Walkow, Guy Oster-
feld, Jill Howard, Ross Oster-
feld, Brent Reynolds and
Roger Kern. Interment was in
the church cemetery.

Judith “Judy” Ann Woller
was born Aug. 11, 1946, in

Glencoe, to Ferdinand and
Martha (Kern) Woller. She
was baptized as an infant on
Sept. 8, 1946, at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Stewart
and confirmed in her faith as
a youth at the Stewart
Methodist Church. She re-
ceived her early education in
Stewart and later graduated
from Brownton High School. 

On June 11, 1963, Judy
Woller was united in mar-
riage to Stanley “Stan”
Katzenmeyer at Grace
Lutheran Church in Brown-
ton. This marriage was
blessed with two sons, Kerry
and Klark. The Katzenmeyers
resided in the Brownton area
and shared 49 years of mar-
riage before Mr. Katzenmey-
er died on July 2, 2012.

Mrs. Katzenmeyer was em-
ployed at the Brownton Co-
op Ag Center in Brownton as
a bookkeeper and secretary
for 37 years and retired in
2010.

After retiring, she volun-
teered at the McLeod County
Veteran Services Office in
Glencoe. She was a member
of Grace Lutheran Church in
Brownton, where she was ac-
tive in the Grace WELCA
and Tuesday Bible study
group. She also was a mem-
ber of the Red Hat Society,
Polar Bears Snowmobile
Club and the Lake Addie
Duffers. She volunteered at
Common Cup Ministry in

Hutchinson.
Mrs. Katzenmeyer enjoyed

reading, flower gardening
and traveling. She was a very
giving person and would vol-
unteer to help anyone in
need. She especially enjoyed
spending time with her fami-
ly, grandchildren and friends.

She died after a short,
courageous battle with can-
cer.

Survivors include her sons,
Kerry Katzenmeyer of
Brownton and Klark (Paula)
Katzenmeyer of Hutchinson;
grandchildren, Jaden Katzen-
meyer, Jamie Katzenmeyer
and Kayla Katzenmeyer;
great-granddaughter, Kiley
McDonald; sisters, Grace
(Dennis) Kosek of Brownton
and Mary (Allen) Osterfeld
of Bird Island; sister-in-law,
Veva Woller of Hutchinson;
many other relatives and
friends.

Preceding her in death
were  her parents, Ferdinand
and Martha Woller; husband,
Stanley Katzenmeyer; broth-
ers, Allen Woller and his
wife, Charlotte, Alvin Woller,
Ray Woller, and Edward
Woller and his wife, Lorene.

Arrangements were by the
Hantge  Funeral Chapel in
Brownton. Online obituaries
and guest book are available
at www.hantge.com. Click on
obituaries/guest book.

Churches
Obituary

Judith Katzenmeyer, 66, of Brownton

Judith
Katzenmeyer

BEREAN BAPTIST
Corner of 16th Street and
Hennepin Avenue, Glencoe

Johnathon Pixler,
Interim pastor

Call 320-864-6113
Call Jan at 320-864-3387 for

women’s Bible study
Wed., Dec. 12 — Women’s Bible

study, 9 a.m.; service on Glencoe
Cable Channel 10, 8 p.m.

Fri., Dec. 14 — Men’s Bible
study, 9 a.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Sunday school
for all ages, 9 a.m.; worship, 10:20
a.m.; service on Glencoe Cable
Channel 10, 10:30 a.m.

Tues., Dec. 18 — Men’s Bible
study, 6 a.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Women’s Bible
study, 9 a.m.; service on Glencoe
Cable Channel 10, 8 p.m.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
1820 N. Knight Ave., Glencoe

Katherine Rood, Pastor
320-864-4549

www.christluth.com
E-mail: office@christluth.com
Wed., Dec. 12 — Men’s breakfast,

Bible study, 8 a.m.; bells, 5:30 p.m.;
community meal, 5 p.m.-6:30 p.m.;
confirmation, 6:30 p.m.; choir, 6:30
p.m.; Advent worship service, 7 p.m.;
church council, 7:45 p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 13 — Rachel Circle
at Sandy Tibbets’ home, 9 a.m.

Sat., Dec. 15 — Sunday school
Christmas worship service practice,
8:30 a.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Sunday school
worship, 8:15 a.m.; adult education,
9:30 a.m.; no Sunday school; birth-
day party for Jesus after the 8:15 a.m.
worship service; worship, 10:45 a.m.

CHURCH OF PEACE
520 11th St. E., Glencoe

Joseph Clay, Pastor
Sun., Dec. 16 — Worship at

Friedens, 10 a.m.; confirmation class,
9:15 a.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Christmas carol-
ing, meeting at Millie Beneke Manor,
6 p.m.

ST. PIUS X CHURCH
1014 Knight Ave., Glencoe
Anthony Stubeda, Pastor

Wed., Dec. 12 — Our Lady of
Guadalupe; no morning prayer; joint
school Mass with Holy Trinity, 9
a.m.; kindergarten through sixth-
grade religious education (RE), 7
p.m.-8 p.m.; seventh- through 11th-
grade RE, 7 p.m.-8:15 p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 13 — Mass at
GRHS-LTC, 10:30 a.m.; St. Pius X
Christmas program, 1 p.m. and 7
p.m.

Fri., Dec. 14 —  Morning prayer,
8 a.m.; school Mass, 8:20 a.m.; no
Spanish Mass.

Sat., Dec. 15 — CCW assembly
and delivery of gifts to homebound,
9:30 a.m.; KC Advent day of reflec-
tion, 2 p.m.-4 p.m.; reconciliation,
3:30 p.m.; Mass, 5 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Third Sunday of
Advent; Mass, 9:30 a.m.; CCW bake
sale after Mass; Spanish Mass, 11:30
a.m.; eucharistic adoration, 12:30
p.m.-3:45 p.m.; benediction, 3:45
p.m.; communal celebration of sacra-
ment of reconciliation; 4 p.m.;
posadas begins; Mass at Holy Family,
Silver Lake, 8 p.m.

Mon., Dec. 17 — No Mass; Glen-
coe posadas; adult choir practice, 7
p.m.

Tues., Dec. 18 — Morning prayer,
8 a.m.; school Mass, 8:20 a.m.; St.
Pius X staff meeting, 10 a.m.; junior
choir, 2:50 p.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Morning prayer,
7 a.m.; Mass, 7:20 a.m.; kindergarten
through sixth-grade RE, 7 p.m.-8
p.m.; seventh- through 11th-grade RE
classes, 7 p.m.-8:15 p.m.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH UCC 

1400 Elliott Ave., Glencoe
Rev. Linzy Collins Jr., Pastor
E-mail: congoucc@gmail.com
Wed., Dec. 12 — Women’s fel-

lowship executive board meeting,
5:30 p.m.; choir practice, 6:30 p.m.

Sat., Dec. 15 — Christmas pro-
gram dress rehearsal, 8:45 a.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Worship with
children’s program, 9:15 a.m.; Sun-
day school, 10:35 a.m.; pastor’s open
house, 2 p.m.-5 p.m.

Tues., Dec. 18 — Bible study,
9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.; trustees
meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Circles meet;
choir practice, 6:30 p.m.

FIRST EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN

925 13th St. E., Glencoe
Daniel Welch, Senior Pastor

Ronald L. Mathison, 
Associate Pastor

320-864-5522
www.firstglencoe.org

E-mail: office@firstglencoe.org
Wed., Dec. 12 — Public school

confirmation, 3:30 p.m.; Christ
Chimes, 4 p.m.; Gospel Ringers, 6
p.m.; senior choir, 6:15 p.m.; Advent
worship, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 13 — Chapel at
Grand Meadows, 1:30 p.m.

Sat., Dec. 15 — Live Nativity,
Oak Leaf Park, 6 p.m.; movie night,
7 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Worship with
communion, 8 a.m.; fellowship, 9
a.m.; Sunday school, 9:15 a.m.; wor-
ship with Sunday school children,
10:30 a.m.; Spanish worship, 6 p.m.

Mon., Dec., 17 — Newsletter
deadline; Praise Folk, 8 p.m.

Tues., Dec. 18 — Bible study,
9:30 a.m.;  Common Cup diaper dis-
tribution, 11 a.m.; pre-school Christ-
mas service, 7 p.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Public school
confirmation, 3:30 p.m.; Christ
Chimes, 4 p.m.; Gospel Ringers, 6
p.m.; senior choir, 6:15 p.m.; FLS
children’s Christmas service, 7 p.m.

GOOD  SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod

1407 Cedar Ave. N., Glencoe
Rev. James F. Gomez, Pastor

Matthew Harwell,
Director of Christian Education
E-mail: office@gslcglencoe.org
Wed., Dec. 12 — Kids Praise, 3:15

p.m.; REVEAL, 5:30 p.m.; Advent
worship, 7 p.m.; council, 8 p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 13 — GRHS com-
munion, 9:30 a.m.

Sat., Dec. 15 — Dress rehearsal
for family Christmas service, 9:30
a.m.; community Live Nativity, Oak
Leaf Park, 6 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Choir, 7:45 a.m.;
family Christmas worship, 10 a.m.
(hour later than usual); LIVE, 7 p.m.

Mon., Dec. 17 — “God Came
Near,” a special reading for GRHS-
LTC, 4 p.m.; National LCMS youth
gathering Pizza Ranch tip night, 4
p.m.-9 p.m.

Tues., Dec. 18 — GSLC Bible
study, 9:30 a.m.; “God Came Near,” a
special reading for GRHS-LTC, 4
p.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Kids Praise, 3:15
p.m.; “God Came Near,” a special
reading for GRHS-LTC, 4 p.m.; Ad-
vent worship, 7 p.m.; F3, 7:45 p.m.

ST. JOHN’S 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
4505 80th St., Helen Township

Glencoe
Dennis Reichow, Pastor

Wed., Dec. 12 — Fifth- and sixth-
grade catechism, 3:45 p.m.; seventh-
and eighth-grade catechism, 4:45
p.m.; chimes, 6:30 p.m.; choir, 7:30
p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 13 — Bible study at
Grand Meadows, 2 p.m; Jesus Cares
Christmas, 6:30 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Worship, 9 a.m.;
Sunday school, 10 a.m.; Bible class,
10:20 a.m.; youth group Christmas
party, 2 p.m.

Mon., Dec. 17 — Ministry Ad-
vancement meeting, 6 p.m.

Tues., Dec. 18 — Table Talk, 7
p.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Fifth- and sixth-
grade catechism, 3:45 p.m.; seventh-
and eighth-grade catechism, 4:45
p.m.; chimes, 6:30 p.m.; choir, 7 p.m.

GRACE LUTHERAN
8638 Plum Ave., Brownton

Andrew Hermodson-Olsen, Pastor
E-mail:

Pastor@GraceBrownton.org
www.gracebrownton.org

Wed., Dec. 12 — Confirmation
class, 4 p.m.; council meeting, 7:30
p.m. 

Sat., Dec. 15 — Christmas pro-
gram practice, 9:30 a.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Worship with
Sunday school Christmas program,
8:45 a.m.

Mon., Dec. 17 — Worship broad-
cast, 6 p.m.

Tues., Dec. 18 — Bible study, 9
a.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — No confirmation
class; choir practice, 7 p.m.

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
700 Division St., Brownton

R. Allan Reed, Pastor
www.immanuelbrownton.org
Wed., Dec. 12 — Bible study with

pastor, 9 a.m.; confirmation classes,
4 p.m.; bell choir practice, 6:30 p.m.;
chapel worship with communion,
6:30 p.m.; vocal choir practice, 7:30
p.m.; deacons meeting, 7:30 p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 13 — Pastor’s Win-
kle, no office hours; Parkview Bible
study, 1:30 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Worship, 9 a.m.;
Sunday school, 10:15 a.m.; Channel
8 video.

Tues., Dec. 18 — Communion,
visitation to shut-ins.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Bible study with
pastor, 9 a.m.; confirmation classes,
4 p.m.; chapel worship with com-
munion, 6:30 p.m.; no bell or vocal
choir practice.

CONGREGATIONAL
Division St., Brownton

Barry Marchant, Interim Pastor
browntoncongregational.org

Wed., Dec. 12 — Bingo, bring
item for the food shelf, 6:30 p.m.

Fri., Dec. 14 — Classic movie
night, “Home Alone,” 7 p.m.

Sat., Dec. 15 — Children’s mati-
nee, “The Polar Express,” 2 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Worship, 9 a.m.;
Bible study and Sunday school, 10
a.m.; “Country Christmas,” 7 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN
Stewart

Robert Lehner, Pastor
Wed., Dec. 12  — Seventh-grade

confirmation, 3:30 p.m.; eighth-grade
confirmation, 5:30 p.m.

Sat., Dec. 15 — First- through
eighth-grade Sunday school practice,
9 a.m.-11 a.m.

Sun., Dec. 16  — Sunday school,
9 a.m.; worship with Christmas pro-
gram, 10 a.m.

Tues., Dec. 18 — Pastors’ text
study, 10 a.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Seventh-grade
confirmation, 3:30 p.m.; eighth-grade
confirmation, 5:30 p.m.; church
council, 7 p.m.

ST. BONIFACE CATHOLIC
Stewart

Wed., Dec. 12 — Mass, 9 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 13 — Mass, 9 a.m.
Sun., Dec. 16 — Mass, 9:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH
13372 Nature Ave. (rural Biscay)

Robert Taylor, pastor
320-587-5104

Sun., Dec. 16 — Sunday school, 9
a.m.; worship with Sunday school
program, 10:30 a.m.

CROSSROADS CHURCH
10484 Bell Ave., Plato

Scott and Heidi Forsberg, pastors
320-238-2181

www.mncrossroads.org
Wed., Dec. 12 — Youth and adult

activities night, 7 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Worship, 10 a.m.
Wed., Dec. 19 — Youth and adult

activities night, 7 p.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN
216 McLeod Ave. N., Plato

Bruce Laabs, Pastor
320-238-2550

E-mail: stjlplato@embarqmail.com
www.christ-4-u.org

Wed., Dec. 12 — Youth choir
practice, 5 p.m.; Midweek, 6 p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 13 — Bible study,
8:45 a.m.; bulletin deadline.

Sun., Dec. 16 — “Time of Grace,”
TV Channel 9, 6:30 a.m.; worship
with communion, 9 a.m.; Sunday
school, 10 a.m.; Bible study, 10:10
a.m.

Tues., Dec. 18 — Glencoe visits;
prayer meeting, 5 p.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Youth choir
practice, 5 p.m.; Midweek, 6 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

308 First St. N.E., Plato
Bill Baldwin, Pastor

www.platochurch.com
Wed., Dec. 12 — Office open, 9

a.m.; men’s coffee, 9 a.m.; confirma-
tion class, 5 p.m.; adult choir, 6 p.m.;
youth fellowship, 6:30 p.m.

Fri., Dec. 14 — Office open, 9
a.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Sunday school,
8:30 a.m.; Advent worship, 10 a.m.;
prayer, 11 a.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Office open, 9
a.m.; men’s coffee, 9 a.m.; confirma-
tion class, 5 p.m.; adult choir, 6 p.m.

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN
New Auburn 

Bradley Danielson, Pastor
E-mail: immanuellc@yahoo.com

Wed., Dec. 12 — Seventh-grade
confirmation, 4 p.m.; eighth-grade
confirmation, 5 p.m.; building com-
mittee, 7 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 —  Worship, 9 a.m.;
fellowship time, 10 a.m.; Sunday
school, 10:15 a.m.; information meet-
ing on building plans, 10:15 p.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Seventh-grade
confirmation, 4 p.m.; eighth-grade
confirmation, 5 p.m.; council budget
meeting, 7 p.m.

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
300 Cleveland Ave., Silver Lake

Dr. Tom Rakow, Pastor
320-327-2352

http://silverlakechurch.org
Wed., Dec. 12 — Confirmation

class, 6 p.m.; prayer time and puppet
practice, 7 p.m.

Sat., Dec. 15 — Men’s Bible
study, 7 a.m.; women’s Bible study
at Jan’s, 9 a.m.; youth Christmas
party, 7 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — “First Light”
radio broadcast on KARP 106.9 FM,
7:30 a.m.; pre-service prayer time,
9:15 a.m.; worship service, 9:30
a.m.; Sunday school and Christmas
program practice, 10:35 a.m.; Living
Water Puppets Christmas program, 7
p.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Christmas pro-
gram rehearsal, 6 p.m.; prayer time,
7 p.m.

Dial-A-Bible Story, 320-327-
2843.

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN
108 W. Main St., Silver Lake

320-327-2452 / Fax 320-327-6562
E-mail:

faithfriends@embarqmail.com
You may be able to reach someone

at the church every Tuesday through
Friday. Don’t hesitate to come in (use
church office door) or call, or e-mail
at faithfriends@embarqmail.com.

Wed., Dec. 12 — Light supper,
5:30 p.m.; WOW classes, 6 p.m.;
choir practice, 7 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Worship, 10
a.m.; coffee fellowship to follow
service.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Light supper,
5:30 p.m.; WOW classes, 6 p.m.;
choir practice, 7 p.m.

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC
CHURCH

712 W. Main St., Silver Lake
Anthony Stubeda, Pastor

Wed., Dec. 12 — Staff meeting, 1
p.m.; Mass, 5 p.m.; first- through
sixth-grade religious education (RE),
5:30 p.m.; seventh- through 11th-
grade RE, 7:15 p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 13 — Rosary at
Cedar Crest, 10:10 a.m.; Mass at
Cedar Crest, 10:30 a.m.; adult choir
practice, 6:30 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 16 — Mass, 8 a.m. and
8 p.m.

Tues., Dec. 18 — Mass, 8 a.m.
Wed., Dec. 19 — First- through

sixth-grade RE, 5:30 p.m.; seventh-
through 11th-grade RE, 7:15 p.m.

FRIEDEN’S COUNTY LINE
11325 Zebra Ave., Norwood

Joseph Clay, Pastor
Sun., Dec. 16 — Worship at

Friedens, 10 a.m.; confirmation class,
9:15 a.m.

Wed., Dec. 19 — Christmas carol-
ing, meeting at Millie Beneke Manor,
6 p.m.

WATER OF LIFE CHURCH
IGLESIA METODISTA LIBRE

Clinica del Alma
727 16th St. E., Glencoe

Spanish/bi-lingual services
Nestor and Maria German, Pastors

E-mail:
nestor2maria@hotmail.com

Sun., Dec. 16 — Worship, 2 p.m.

ST. PETER
LUTHERAN CHURCH

77 Second Ave. S.
Corner C.R. 1 and Second St. S.,

Lester Prairie
David R. Erbel, pastor

Sun., Dec. 16 — Worship, 9 a.m.;
Sunday school and Bible study, 10:15
a.m.

Mon., Dec. 17 — Office open, 9
a.m.
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SHOW YOUR
SUPPORT FOR

THE LOCAL
HOUSES OF

WORSHIP, CALL
TODAY TO BE A
SPONSOR OF

OUR 
WEEKLY 

PASTOR’S 
CORNER 
FOR A 

GREAT RATE!
McLeod 
County 

Chronicle
864-5518

Pastor’s
Corner
Rev. Katherine Rood
Christ Lutheran Church, Glencoe

Good News

W
e come at life from myriad perspectives, with great and diverse accessibility

to the “American Dream” and, yet, majority and minority, oppressor and

oppressed, all fall victim to the same human scandal. We believe that our

lives are our own and most of us spend our selves, all we possess, all we have

accomplished on the acquiring of props for our delusional lives and self-images. Still,

the outcome remains the same; we feel as though we never quite “belong” anywhere

or with anyone. We spend our days and nights pursuing our “rugged individualism” in

the hopes of securing the ever-elusive status of “belonging.”

That’s why Christmas – the telling of the story of Immanuel, God-With-Us, is such

Good News! As we hear the story of the Christ child born like an outcast in the stench

of a stable, cradled in a manger, and surrounded by beasts of burden – we are reminded

that our Savior knows first hand what it is to live and stand on the outside looking in.

We can take heart and be of good cheer for we “belong” to this One who came to make

his home among mortals. God broke into our human story to claim and gather all frail

human beings deeply scarred by, and suffering from, the isolation of sin. But even

more, this Child would live and grow, rub shoulders with and teach humanity that no

one is truly alone, that all that is, was, and ever will be – “belongs” to the Father.

Including us! And still there is “more!”

As we kneel at the cradle of this Holy Infant, we glimpse the future and the cross

that casts its shadow over his tiny head knowing that he will pour himself out for many.

This Christmas I pray that wherever we may find ourselves, we might bend nearer and

see ourselves as we truly are. Perhaps, we may even see what we are straining to see,

a glimpse of all humanity lifted up from the earth, lifted above the struggles of our

individual imaginings to the ONENESS a loving God desires for us all.  That is the

very best “Good News” of all!

This weekly message is contributed by the following concerned citizens 
and businesses who urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Glencoe Area 

Ministerial Assoc. 

Monthly Meeting
(The First Tuesday of each month

except June, July and August)

Johnson-McBride
Funeral Chapel

1222 Hennepin, Glencoe
864-3737

Chronicle/
Advertiser

716 E. 10th St., 
Glencoe

320-864-5518

Granite, LLC.

Memorial Markers 
& Monuments

• Hand crafted
• Locally made with the finest granite
• Large variety of design ideas
• Competitive prices

730 Chandler Ave., Glencoe

320-864-2784 • Toll Free 800-354-9396
Mon.-Thurs. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. • Other times available by appointment.

Minnesota Valley

PERSONALIZED & CUSTOMIZED

952.467.2081

JOHN & LORI TROCKE



By Lori Copler
Staff Writer

Area residents expressed
concerns about drainage, de-
tours and access to a frontage
road at an informational
meeting Thursday night re-
garding a proposed round-
about at the intersection of
Highway 15 and County
Road 115, near Menards just
south of Hutchinson.

Also slated is the milling
and a new three-inch overlay
of Highway 15 from High-
way 212 north to Hutchinson.

Presenting most of the in-
formation were Don Sterna
and Andy Plowman of WSB,
Inc., project consultants for
the joint McLeod County-
Minnesota Department of
Transportation project.

Sterna said the three-inch
overlay of Highway 15 also
includes some safety im-
provements, including new
bypass lanes near the new
United Grain Systems (UGS)
facility just northwest of
Brownton and near the air-
port, as well as possible
changes in accesses to a
frontage road on the east side
of Highway 15 just south of
the proposed roundabout.

Sterna said Highway 15
will remain open during the
construction, with the only

possible closure being when
Twin Cities & Western
(TCW) Railroad upgrades its
Highway 15 crossing near the
UGS facility, at which time
traffic will be detoured
through Brownton onto Plum
Avenue (County Road 26).

Plowman addressed the
roundabout, saying it will be
done in two phases to help
ensure access to the frontage
road, with the east part of the
roundabout being constructed
first, then the rest.

The roundabout will take
about 10 weeks to complete,
and will, hopefully, be done
before the county fair opens
in mid August.

Hopefully, Plowman
added, the Highway 15 work
and the roundabout work will
conclude “at about the same
time.”

Plowman said the round-
about will be large enough —
nearly two lanes — to accom-
modate semi-trucks and farm
equipment, a question com-
monly asked.

Plowman said the round-
about also will be lit with
LED, rather than sodium,
lights, which will improve
visibility both at the intersec-
tion itself and for oncoming
traffic. But Plowman added
that LED lighting is at a pre-

mium, and may not be avail-
able for the project.

Some residents on the
frontage road expressed con-
cerns about lingering
drainage issues from previous
Highway 15 projects, which
Sterna said WSB will evalu-
ate and try to correct.

There also is a proposal
being considered that would
provide cul-de-sac turn-
arounds at each end of the
frontage road, and provide a
single access to Highway 15
somewhere in the middle,
rather than having accesses at
both the north and south
ends.

The detour for the round-
about will be County Road 7
to South Grade Road, then
back to Highway 15 (Main
Street).

One resident commented
that while that provides a
north-south route, there is
still a need for traffic coming
from the east or west on
County Road 115. Sterna and
Plowman said they also will
look into that issue.

Sterna said the open house
was the second of three
planned for the project, with
a final one to be held in
spring before construction ac-
tually starts.

Residents updated on proposed
roundabout at open house

By Lori Copler
Staff Writer

The Brownton Co-op Ag
Center posted a net profit of
$154,000 for the year ending
Sept. 30, patrons heard at the
annual meeting Friday after-
noon.

General Manager Bruce
Loeschen noted that the ma-
jority of this fall’s harvest
isn’t included in that profit
margin, because the fiscal
year ended Sept. 30.

And, he pointed out, the
cooperative had “an outstand-
ing fall for both grain and
agronomy,” handling more
grain this year than ever; and
completing all of the fall am-
monia applications which had
been booked.

Loeschen said the past year
was “full of a lot of un-
knowns and anxieties” with
the completion of the new
United Grain Systems facility
virtually next door to the Ag

Center.
But the local cooperative

still had record sales at $15.6
million, which indicated that
its customers had maintained
loyalty to the Ag Center.

“We think we can do a
good job for you, and obvi-
ously, you think so, too,” said
Loeschen. “And we want to
thank you for that.”

But with that said,
Loeschen said he wants to
focus on the future, not the
past year.

“We need a better bottom
line,” said Loeschen, and
“still be second to none in
service.”

To do that, Loeschen said,
the cooperative has invested
in a “more vigorous ad cam-
paign,” developed a more in-
teractive website, and is using
text messaging to alert cus-
tomers to pricing and market
changes.

The Ag Center also has in-

vested in a multi-bin floater
for field agronomy, with vari-
able rate technology, or “pre-
cision agriculture,” to get
more precise chemical appli-
cations.

Loeschen said the coopera-
tive also intends to hire the
intern it had this year,
Heather Bolin, who helped
get the Ag Center on board
with the new technology, as a
full-time employee after she
graduates in spring 2013.

The biggest concern for the
future, Loeschen said, is the
ongoing drought. 

“The No. 1 concern is for
crops,” said Loeschen, but
not far behind that is water
levels in the Mississippi,”
which could impact the distri-
bution of urea for the coming
growing season.

But, otherwise, Loeschen
said, “the future for agricul-
ture looks bright, and I’m ex-
cited for the future.”

Brownton Co-op Ag Center
posts a profit; looks to future

Submitted photo 

November students of month
Glencoe-Silver Lake High School hon-
ored its students of the month for No-
vember on Tuesday morning. They in-
cluded, front, from left, Ulrike Schwarze,
Brooke Kosek and Alexis Wendlandt. In

the back are Austin Maynard, Ethan Wolff
and John Seipel. Missing were Kayla
Dostal, Mitchell Kettner, Jacob Popelka
and Yodee Rivera.

Submitted photo 

Pillars of Character
The monthly Pillars of Character award
winners were selected for November at
Glencoe-Silver Lake High School and
honored on Tuesday morning. They in-
cluded, front, from left, Amanda Schmidt

and Alyson Winn. In the back are Tyler
Donnay and Cody Becker. Missing were
Markos Colin, Yodee Rivera, Lucia Vega
and Wyatt Simrell.
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Avoid writer’s cramp this year and wish all your customers 
on your list the best greetings of the season with a 
holiday greeting ad in any of our six publications.

Simply contact your sales representative and we will help you 
design a greeting that lets your customers know that you 

value their business.

Your greetings can appear in any combination of our 
newspapers or total coverage weekend papers.

Call by Dec. 12th to place your ad in the issues of 
Dec. 19th Chronicle, 20th Arlington Enterprise or Silver Lake Leader 

& the 23rd Glencoe Advertiser or Sibley Shopper.

McLeod County Chronicle • The Glencoe Advertiser • The Galaxy
The Sibley Shopper • Silver Lake Leader • Arlington Enterprise

Glencoe office 320-864-5518
Karin Ramige Cornwell - karinr@glencoenews.com

Sue Keenan - suek@glencoenews.com
Brenda Fogarty - brendaf@glencoenews.com

Arlington office 507-964-5547
Ashley Reetz - ashleyr@arlingtonmnnews.com

Too many people 
on your list to 

wish Happy Holidays?

• Change oil & filter
• Complete lube job
• Check all fluid levels
• Check anti-freeze
• Safety inspection
• Check tire pressure
• Check belts & hoses
• Top off washer fluid

We Service ALL Makes & Models Expires 1/4/13

Add a TIRE ROTATION For
Only $15 More

(TPMS extra)

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL
ONLY $2300

Includes Tax & Disposal Fee.
Up to 5 quarts Mobil oil. Synthetic oil extra.

www.ProAutoMN.com
575 Jefferson St. SE Hutchinson • 320-234-9690
1320 Pryor Glencoe • 320-864-6222

Call today

for 

appointment. 
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10% Off
Any Wiper Blades
(with any oil change)

For all your 
Plumbing & Heating needs

and repairs call today!
• Tempstar Gas, LP Furnace & A.C.

• License #067203-PM

Dobrava Bros.
Plumbing & Heating • Glencoe

320-864-6335
www.dobravabrothers.com

PLUMBING

HEATING

Brian Mikolichek: Owner • Bonded-Insured
                Residential             Remodel
                Service                    Light Commercial

Complete Plumbing and Heating Systems
Air Conditioning Installation

Winsted, MN 320-395-2002

Mikolichek
Plumbing & Heating

F1-4LA

• Central Air Conditioning
• Air Duct Cleaning

• Service Work

320-864-6353
or Gaylord 507-237-2330

2110 9th St. E. • Glencoe
www.glencoephinc.com

Lic.# 
062054-PM

K
50C
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S
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GLENCOE
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Scott Lilienthal, owner

Glencoe, MNAl’s Auto Sales

Car Sales Office & Lot:

9522 N Hwy. 22  • Glencoe, MN 55336 • 320-864-6897

Fax: 320-864-6489 • alsautosales@earthlink.net

Car Wash & Detail Center:

585 Jefferson St. • Hutchinson, MN 55350 • 320-587-5611

www.AlsAutoSales.com    Dir. Lic. #21692

Need Business Cards?

We can help!

McLeod Publishing, Inc.
716 E. 10th St.

Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-5518

advertising@glencoenews.com



By Rich Glennie
Editor

Area churches, together with the
chamber of commerce, the city parks
department, and with help from a

group in Arlington, will hold a drive-through
Live Nativity event from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Sat-
urday, Dec. 15, in Oak Leaf Park.

The Rev. James Gomez of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church said the drive-through will
begin once vehicles enter the park from the
park road, turn left near Vollmer Field and
head clockwise around the park, even though
it will be the wrong way on the one-way park
road.

Gomez said there will be six stations located
along the park road nearest Buffalo Creek,
which will be manned by volunteer actors.

The first station will be of Mary getting the
message from Gabriel; the second, Mary and
Joseph traveling to Bethlehem; third, shep-
herds with live sheep; fourth, a group of six to
10 angels; fifth, the three wise men; and sixth,
the traditional nativity scene, Gomez said.

At the beginning of the drive-through,
Gomez said local Cub and Boy Scouts will be
collecting free-will offerings of food items and
cash for the McLeod Emergency Food Shelf.

Gomez said the city park department has
been vital in getting electrical hookups for the
outdoor scenes. And there will be signs at each
scene describing what drivers and their pas-
sengers are seeing.

Gomez said the goal is to have enough vol-
unteer actors to have two shifts of one hour
each.

“This is a first for Glencoe,” Gomez said,
and noted it was patterned after a successful
tradition of a Live Nativity in Arlington. The
Arlington group that holds its annual event at
the Sibley County Fairgrounds, Christian
Community Task Force, loaned the Glencoe
participants the clothing for the nativity

scenes.
Also instrumental to get-

ting what is hoped to be an
annual tradition started has
been Lynn Exsted of First
Evangelical Lutheran
Church, whom Gomez
credits with doing much of
the hard work.

The idea was initially
proposed to the GSL Minis-
terial Association by the
Glencoe Area Chamber of
Commerce to help enhance
the chamber’s holiday ac-
tivities in the community
during Holly Days.

Although not sponsored
by the GSL Ministerial As-
sociation, Gomez said most
church representatives
quickly embraced the idea
of an outdoor Live Nativity.

Gomez said the inaugural
Live Nativity in Glencoe
“is heavily dependent of
Arlington’s willingness to
share” its expertise and
costumes. “They have been
very helpful.”

Gomez said music also
will be available through
car radios, much like the
music provided at the tree
lighting event in the park-
ing lot at Glencoe Regional
Health Services long-term
care facility.

While most of the Live Nativity scenes re-
quire the actors to just stand, there are some
movements involved, like the angels moving
their wings, Gomez said. “There are no lines
to memorize,” he added.

“The first year, we want to do it good

enough that we want to do it again,” Gomez
said. “Our goal is to make it an annual thing.”

Area pastors have been encouraging their
parishioners to participate in the Live Nativity,
either as actors or visitors going through the
park in their vehicles.

He said there are about 30 to 35 actors lined
up so far, and it could go as high as 50 to fill
out the two shifts.

Because the costumes are bulky, Gomez
said the participants can dress warmly if the
weather turns cold.

Live Nativity set for Oak Leaf Park Dec. 15

The Rev. James Gomez of Good Shepherd Luther-
an Church holds up a poster announcing Glen-
coe’s first Live Nativity event scheduled for 6 p.m.

to 8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 15, at Oak Leaf Park.
Gomez said the aim is to make it an annual event.

Chronicle photo by Rich Glennie 

Police Report

Police issued seven “snowbird”
ordinance citations early Tuesday
morning, Dec. 4.

Glencoe Police also received
two reports of fraud involving
Western Union on Tuesday.

The first was from a person on
McLeod Avenue. The person re-
ceived “a letter regarding being
an evaluator for Western Union.
They sent $985 to her.” The
woman did not lose any money
from the scam, police reported.

The other scam involved a re-
port that a Glencoe woman had
won the Publishers Clearhouse
Sweepstakes, and could collect
by sending money through West-
ern Union.

Early Wednesday morning,
Dec. 5, police issued four “snow-
bird” citations.

Also on Wednesday, a reported
shoplifting incident occurred at a
business in the 700 block of 13th
Street. The suspect had already
left the store by the time it was re-
ported at 1:02 p.m.

It was an unusual weekend for
police officers. They issued only
two “snowbird” citations Friday
night, and reported only one tag-
and-tow that was cancelled after
the vehicle owner moved the ve-
hicle parked in the 1400 block of
Baldwin Avenue on Sunday.

Police investigated a vehicle in
the ditch at Morningside and
Highway 212 at 2:34 p.m., Friday.
There was no damage nor in-
juries, and the vehicle drove out
of the median.

But police issued a warning for
a driver who was backing up on
Highway 212 at Morninside Av-
enue at 4:28 p.m., Friday. The
driver stated he had missed his

turn.
An officer reported that a mo-

torist pulled up behind him at 13th
Street and Armstrong Avenue at
9:36 p.m., Friday. The driver got
out to clean his windows. The offi-
cer warned the driver “to clean
the windows before he leaves.”
He also advised the driver to
change the address on his driv-
er’s license.

At 3:57 p.m., Saturday, police
received a request for an officer
to carry a women’s laundry bas-
ket for her. That occurred at a
residence on Hennepin Avenue.

Another request for assistance
came at 9 p.m., Saturday, from a
woman needing help getting her
bed railing down, also at a Hen-
nepin Avenue residence. But offi-
cers were all tied up at the time
and could not assist her.

Police assisted the Minnesota
State Patrol with a vehicle in the

ditch on Highway 15 and Highway
212 near Brownton at 11:46 p.m.,
Saturday. The vehicle went into
the ditch and hit a sign. The driver
was from Glencoe.

A stop sign was reported on
the ground at Prior Avenue and
10th Street at 8:18 a.m., Sunday.
There were no marks around the
sign.

Another vehicle was reported
to be in a ditch at 16th Street and
Union Avenue at 10:27 a.m., Sun-
day. The vehicle was off the road-
way and not a hazard.

The police were called to the
county jai l  to conduct a strip
search of a male inmate at 10:52

a.m., Sunday. Only female jailers
were on duty at the time.

A vehicle was reported stuck
on Highway 212 facing east in the
westbound lanes after it spun out
near the Lindbergh Trail exit at
1:12 p.m., Sunday. The vehicle
was able to drive away.

Six “snowbird” citations were
issued early Monday morning
throughout the community.

Two vehicles were reported to
be in the ditch in the 1400 block
of Cedar Avenue at 9:33 a.m.,
Monday. There was no damage,
and both vehicles were pulled
out.

A juvenile female was “returned

to school with clothing,” at 11:06
a.m., Monday, according to the
police report.

A two-vehicle crash was report-
ed at 3:27 p.m., Monday, at 14th
Street and Pryor Avenue. In-
volved were a 2001 Dodge Star-
tus driven by Zachariah Otto-
Fisher of Hutchinson and a 2006
Mazda driven by Laura Jaskowiak
of Glencoe. There were no in-
juries.

A 16-year-old girl, who passed
out at the high school, was trans-
ported by ambulance to Glencoe
Regional Health Services at 3:54
p.m., Monday.
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Tour of Residential 
Holiday Lighting Contest

Come and pick the winners!

Ride the bus Thursday night and

vote for the BEST LIGHTS in Glencoe!

When:   Thursday, Dec. 13
              5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Where:  Leaving from Coborn’s, Glencoe

Cost:      FREE OF CHARGE

Who:     All Ages Welcome!

First Place: $100 Second Place: $75
Third Place: $50 Fourth Place: $25

Call for more information.

Toll-Free 1-888-743-3828

Residential Lighting Contest sponsored by the Glencoe Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Prizes sponsored by Glencoe Light & Power.

LIGHT
P WER
Glencoe, MN

COMMISSION

AND

K50Ca

1201 Greeley Ave. N #3, Glencoe
320-864-2020

Hours: M: 9am-6pm, T: 8am-5pm, W: 9am-5pm, 
Th: 9am-5pm, F: 9am-5pm, Sat. by appt

304 W. Hwy 212,
Norwood Young America

952-467-2250

1464 White Oak Dr.,
Chaska

952-466-3937

Southwest Eye Care
We Offer Complimentary 

Hearing Examinations

3 Convenient Locations:

F50ACa

“Don’t let the
Holidays 

be stressful
around family

and friends due 
to a hearing loss.

Schedule a
complimentary
hearing exam

today.”

Robert Olson,
HIS

Dr. Chris Freed, OD
Dr. Chad Dockter, OD

Dr. Amy Freed, OD


