
Weather Looking back: The heat and
humidity continues unabated this
summer. Little relief is in sight.
Date Hi Lo         Rain

July 10      89 ......61 ..........0.00
July 11      90 ......60 ..........0.00
July 12     84 ......62 ..........0.00

July 13      92 ......70 .............Tr.
July 14      92 ......66 ..........0.00
July 15      90 ......68 ..........0.00
July 16      97 ......72 ..........0.00
Temperatures and precipitation compiled
by Robert Thurn, Chronicle weather ob-
server. 

Chronicle News and
Advertising Deadlines

All news is due by 5 p.m., Monday, and all adver-
tising is due by noon, Monday. News received after
that deadline will be published as space allows.Wed., 7-18

H: 86º, L: 72º
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H: 85º, L: 73º

Fri., 7-20
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White Squirrel Day
What would White Squirrel Day in Plato be
without the traditional “running of the ducks”
in the city’s street gutters on Sunday? The
ducks raced, with the help fo fire hoses, to
the finish line several blocks away. Above,
spectators watch their favorite ducks round
the corner with the assistance of some well-
placed Plato Fire Department hoses. Many
spectators also dipped their toes into the
cool water as temperatures hit the 90s with
high humidity. At the right, Josie Kamps, 4-
year-old daughter of Sonia and Jeff Kamps
of Hamburg, got her face painted by Bub-
bles, a clown from the Hutchinson Clown
Club. The Plato Lions Club served omelets
and, later, hamburgers in Plato City Park with
the proceeds going to help fund projects in
the community. Another event was the per-
formances and testimonies of the Teen Chal-
lenge Choir at the ecumenical church service
at the Plato Community Hall.

Gruenhagen: Passion for reform
By Rich Glennie
Editor
If one knows nothing else about State

Rep. Glenn Gruenhagen, R-Glencoe, he
is passionate — about Republican pol-
itics and its agenda.
“The DFL, in general, believes

growth in government can solve prob-
lems. Republicans believe government
needs to be reformed and reduced,” and
there needs to be reasonable laws and
regulations on the private sector that
allow “it to grow and prosper.”
That is the fundamental difference in

the two major parties in Minnesota, and

as a freshman legislator, Gruenhagen
and his fellow freshmen were deter-
mined last session to accomplish some
of those reform goals.
The problem, Gruenhagen admitted,

was DFL Gov. Mark Dayton, who ve-
toed many of the reform bills offered by
the Republicans, who held the majority
in both houses of the Legislature for the
first time in 40 years. But Republicans
did not possess a veto-proof majority.
Now, in November, all the legislators

are on the ballot, but not Gov. Dayton.
The likelihood of a veto-proof majority
is unlikely.

So what was accomplished last ses-
sion?
Gruenhagen said, despite the gover-

nor, the growth of the Health and
Human Services (HHS) budget, for ex-
ample, “was reduced to a more reason-
able level.”
Gruenhagen said the projected

growth of the HHS budget, which
makes up about 25 percent of the state
budget, was at 23 percent to 29 percent
rate for the next biennium. That would
be an additional $5 billion over the next
two years, even though the population
did not grow that fast, and the economy

has been slow to recover, he said.
“It was unsustainable,” Gruenhagen

stressed.
He said DFLers and the governor

wanted to raise taxes to address the
budget shortfalls. “No rate of taxes
could keep up.”
But Republicans, Gruenhagen said,

trimmed that projected HHS growth to
4.4 percent for the next two years, more
in line with revenue growth projections
of 4 percent. “We are now at a level

Snowbirds: No
street parking

Residents hear roundabout, Hwy. 15 plans at open house
By Lori Copler
Staff Writer
Area residents had the opportunity to learn

about proposed improvements to Highway 15
— including a three-inch mill and overlay from
Highway 212 to Hutchinson and a proposed
roundabout at the Highway 15-County Road
115 intersection near Menard’s — at an open
house Wednesday, July 11.
Don Sterna of WSB & Associates, who is

working with McLeod County and the Min-
nesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT)
on the proposed plans, said that Highway 15’s
last mill and overlay was in 1987, a quarter of a
century ago.
With the Highway 15 work slated for 2013 —

and which also includes a bypass lane near the
new United Farmers Cooperative grain facility
on Highway 15 just northwest of Brownton, an-
other bypass near the airport in Hutchinson and
pedestrian safety improvements at Highway 15
and Denver and Edmonton avenues in Hutchin-
son — McLeod County applied for, and re-
ceived, federal dollars to put a roundabout
intersection at Highway 15 and McLeod County
Road 115.
The intersection has been the site of numerous

serious accidents, Sterna said, and the goal of
the roundabout is to improve safety.
A roundabout will not eliminate accidents,

Sterna added, but accidents in roundabouts “are
usually property damage to vehicles, not serious

bodily injuries.”
Andrew Plowman of WSB, who designs

roundabouts, also asserted that they are safer
than traditional, four-corner intersections, which
are prone to “T-bone” or head-on accidents re-
sulting in serious injuries if someone blows
through a red light or stop sign. In roundabouts,
any accidents are typically “sideswipes” as ve-
hicles merge in the circle.
Although drivers need to be educated on how

to best navigate roundabouts, safety is usually
improved almost immediately after they are in-
stalled, Plowman said, and threw out some sta-
tistics to support that assertion — when
roundabout replaces a traditional intersection,
all crashes are reduced by 39 percent, serious-

injury crashes are reduced by 76 percent, and
fatal or life-threatening crashes are reduced by
89 percent.
Plowman said that roundabouts force drivers

to drop their speeds to 20 to 25 miles per hour
to navigate the circle, which reduces the risk of
accidents, as does the fact that all traffic is mov-
ing in the same, counter-clockwise direction.
“You only need to be concerned about yield-

ing vehicles on your left,” said Plowman. “You
don’t have to check and see what everyone else
at the intersection is going to do.”

By Rich Glennie
Editor
Glencoe City Council on Mon-

day night gave first reading to an
amendment to its always contro-
versial “snowbird” winter park-
ing ordinance.
The major change will prohibit

all on-street parking during the
winter season, or from Nov. 1 to
April 1, between the hours of 1
a.m. and 6 a.m.
“It’s been an ugly mess,” Po-

lice Chief Jim Raiter said of at-
tempts to make the “snowbird”
ordinance workable.
He said there were 836 tickets

issued since the current ordi-
nance was enacted in 2006, “and
it was such a headache. It was
time to change it.”
Raiter told City Council, “Due

to the high volume of these cita-
tions and the obvious confusion
with the ordinance, I propose
changing the existing ordinance
to read there will be no parking
on any of Glencoe’s streets from
Nov. 1 to April 1.

“I believe this new snowbird
ordinance will clear up any con-
fusion relating to our current or-
dinance and enable city street
crews to plow more effectively
and efficiently,” Raiter stated.
Raiter added that the police de-

partment will work to get the
word out on these changes. “We
want to work with the public so
they know what this is all about;
know how this works.”
If vehicles are parked on city

streets after Nov. 1, they will be
tagged and towed and stored at
the owner’s expense, Raiter
stressed.
Mayor Randy Wilson agreed

the current ordinance is confus-
ing. He added the proposed
change “is a step that might seem
drastic, but it’s simple.”
But Wilson asked if there are

people who “literally have no
place to park?”
City Administrator Mark Lar-

Rep. Glenn Gruenhagen

The Glencoe Fire Depart-
ment is sponsoring the “Heat
in the Street” music festival
fund-raising event for Satur-
day, July 28, in the Glencoe
City Center west parking lot.
The entertainment for the

evening will be Prairie Rose
performing from 4 p.m. to 8
p.m. and the Killer Hayseeds
from 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

Also planned for the day is
a waterball tournament begin-
ning at 2 p.m.
The festival is open to all

ages, and the proceeds from
the event go to the Glencoe
Fire Department Relief Asso-
ciation to address future
equipment needs, according to
Glencoe Fire Chief Ron
Grack.

‘Heat in the Street’
festival set July 28

City Council
Turn to page 3

Gruenhagen
Turn to page 10

Highway 15 projects
Continued on page 10



Happenings
New Auburn’s history is topic
The New Auburn Lions will host a presentation on the

history of New Auburn at 7 p.m., Thursday, July 19, at New
Auburn City Hall. The presentation is free and open to the
public. Kathy Ringo will be the presenter. Refreshments
will be provided.

GHS class of 1967 to reunite
The Glencoe High School graduating class of 1967 is

planning a 45-year reunion on Saturday, Aug. 11. The
group also is looking for “lost classmates,” and volunteers
to help with the reunion details. Call 612-501-0228 for
more information.

GOP Women picnic July 24
The McLeod County Republican Women will host a

potluck picnic at 6 p.m., Tuesday, July 24, at Northwoods
Park, 855 Elm St., Hutchinson. Bring a dish to pass along
with plates, cups and utensils. Tentative guest speakers are
Lee Byberg, Republican candidate for U.S. Congress, state
Sen. Scott Newman, R-Hutchinson, state Rep. Glenn Gru-
enhagen, R-Glencoe, state Rep. Dean Urdahl, R-Grove
City, and state Rep. Ron Shimanski, R-Silver Lake, who is
a candidate for the McLeod County Board of Commission-
ers.

GHS class of 1946 to meet
The Glencoe High School graduating class of 1946 will

meet for its annual get-together at 3 p.m., Friday, July 20,
at Dubbs Bar & Grill.

Caregiver group to meet
The Glencoe caregive discussion group will meet at 5:45

p.m., Tuesday, July 24, at Grand Meadow Senior Living,
1420 Prairie Ave. For more information, contact Jan
Novotny, caregiver coordinator at 320-894-0479 or 1-800-
488-4146 or Nathan Unseth, volunteer program facilitator,
at 320-395-9808.

Music in Park series continues
The Glencoe Lions Club’s Music in the Park series con-

tinues at Oak Leaf Park on Wednesday, July 18. George’s
Concertina Band will perform. The Glencoe Lions Club
will serve food and refreshments. Prizes will be awarded
throughout the evening. The final Music in the Park will
be on July 25, with Chuck and Jason Thiel providing the
entertainment. Bring a chair. Proceeds from the events go
toward community projects.

Area blood drives planned
The American Red Cross will hold two area blood drives

in July. The first is at Cactus Jack’s II in Stewart Tuesday,
July 24, from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m., and the other is a Plato-area
blood drive from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m., Thursday, July 26, at
Crossroads West (formerly Oakview Community Church)
near Plato. For an appointment or more information on the
Plato blood drive, contact Ken or Myra Franke at 320-238-
2370.

Music in Park continues
Silver Lake’s Music in the Park series continues Thurs-

day, July 19, in Silver Lake City Park with Jim’s Brewers
performing. Food will be served at 6 p.m., and the music
begins at 7 p.m. The sponsoring organization is the Silver
Lake Legion Auxiliary Unit 141. Bring a lawn chair. Prizes
will be awarded throughout the evening. In case of bad
weather, the event will move to the Silver Lake Audito-
rium. Music in the Park will be held each Thursday through
Aug. 2.

Family movie night July 27
Crossroads West Church on Highway 212 near Plato will

host a family movie night at 7 p.m., Friday, July 27. The
movie will be “The Perfect Game.” There is an admission
charge, and concessions will be for sale.                                            

Glencoe Seniors meetings set
The Glencoe Senior Citizens Club will meet Tuesday,

July 24, at 12:30 p.m., and Thursday, July 26, at 12:30
p.m., in the senior room at the Glencoe City Center. Sheep-
head and 500 will be played at both meetings. All area sen-
iors are welcome to attend. The seniors also are looking
for canasta and pinochle players, and are open to sugges-
tions for other board and card games.

To be included in this column, items for Happenings
must be received in the Chronicle office no later than 5
p.m. on Monday of the week they are to be published. 

Photo courtesy Nelson Photography

Glencoe class of 1947 reunites
The Glencoe High School graduating class of 1947 gath-
ered for its 65-year reunion on June 27 at the old high
school, the current Glencoe City Center. Classmates at-
tending included, front row, left to right, Janelyn (Patten)
Stanton, Delores (Klobe) Donnay, Elaine (Stuedemann)
Reynolds, Jim Tanner, Lorraine (Gaulke) Rudloff, Muriel
(Oelfke) Panning and LaJune (Huser) Dibb. Second row,
Elaine (Bandemer) Griesmann, Ramona (Huepenbecker)
Pieper, Margaret (Classen) Gray, Carleen (Mayer) Tester,
Ivan Herd, Etheline (Ahlbrecht) Clasen, Gloria (Krueger)
Ruzicka and Howard Dittmer. In the back row are Earl
Dammann, William Harjes Jr., Robert Hatz, Dorothy (Aul)
Graunke and Patricia (Just) Pomery. Missing was Dale
Hoiseth. “The Eagles and blue and white prevailed
proudly,” said Elaine Reynolds. “Many of this class went
to this same building for all of their school days — kinder-
garten through the 12th grade.” The group of 21 class-
mates and 11 guests met for a luncheon and then enjoyed
remembering the past school days, she added. Some also

toured the old school, “marveling how wonderful the
building looks now,” Reynolds said. There were 69 in the
class of 1947, and 31 have passed away. They were re-
membered with a short candle ceremony. Classmates
came as far away as Powell, Tenn., Brainerd, Rochester,
Park Rapids and St. Cloud, as well as the metro area and
locally. The class flower was “forget-me-not” and the class
motto was “We will find a path or make one.” Reynolds
said the class of 1947 contributed much to Glencoe High
Schol through music, the arts, academics an athletics. The
class started the school newpaper “The Glenconian” and
published the first yearbook “The Argyle,” which had not
been printed since 1925, she said. “Under the great coach-
ing staff of Joe Kostelic and Jack Roach, they brought
home a state baseball trophy and had an undefeated foot-
ball team when they retained the “Little Brown Jug” by de-
feating Hutchinson 18-0,” Reynolds said. She added that
in their senior year, the lights appeared on Allen Field and
night football games were possible.

By Alyssa Schauer
Staff Writer
Nathan Schmalz, one of

four candidates for District 1
McLeod County commis-
sioner position.
He joins state Rep. Ron

Shimanski of Silver Lake,
who lost his House seat to
redistricting; Eugene Felt-
man of rural Lester Prairie;
and Owen Tonak of rural
Winsted.
They are seeking to re-

place long-time commis-
sioner Ray Bayerl, who
decided not to seek another
term.
As to why Schmalz was

running for commissioner,
“Ray Bayerl, current com-
missioner for district 1,
stopped and asked me to
think about running for com-
missioner. I told him I al-
ready have been,” Schmalz
said. 
Schmalz has been a resi-

dent of Winsted Township
for over 57 years. “I know
the area well and would like
the job to represent it for the
county,” he said.
He has been a dairy farmer

for over 30 years. “The cows
left in 2004, and we switched
to crops,” he said. “Cur-
rently, I am teaching my son
about operating the farm,
and he will be the fifth gen-
eration to work it,” Schmalz
said. 
He and his wife, Jackie,

have three children and three
grandchildren. 
Schmalz earned an associ-

ate’s degree in farm opera-
tion and management. He
also has experience working
as a civil engineer and has
experience working in resi-
dential construction, state aid
highways and in industrial
parks. 
Schmalz said he is in-

volved in his church choir, as
well as a number of other ac-
tivities in town. 
“I am a problem-solver,

and I desire the job of com-
missioner to help solve is-
sues in the county,” Schmalz
said. 

Schmalz seeks commissioner seat

Nathan Schmalz

Firefighters
battle blaze
at NYA
NORWOOD YOUNG

AMERICA — The Norwood
Young America Times re-
ported that about 75 firefight-
ers from seven departments
battled a blaze June 27 at the
Waste Management transfer
station on Railroad Street.
Heat and humidity of the

late-night fire complicated
firefighting efforts that lasted
throughout the night.
Holes were cut into the

building and a payloader was
used to dig garbage out of the
building during the fire, where
it was put out.
It was thought a hot load of

garbage may have ignited the
fire. No one was injured.

“Minnesota’s Civil War:
U.S.-Dakota Conflict of
1862,” will be the theme of the
McLeod County museum in
2012.
Lowell Ueland, a retired

Glencoe-Silver Lake High
School history teacher, has
spent many years researching
and compiling history of the
1862 conflict, and put together
two booklets to help readers
with a historical and geo-
graphic depiction of the war.
Ueland also will be the

guide of the upcoming north-
ern and southern site tours of
the conflict.
The northern tour will be

held Saturday, July 28, and the
southern site tour is set for
Saturday, Aug. 25. Both tours
run from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The deadline to sign up for

both tours is July 15. The cost
also includes box lunches and
bottled water.
Other presentations are

planned  throughout the
county and include:
• Glencoe Library, Tuesday,

July 31, 3 p.m. and 4 p.m., for
children; and Thursday, Aug.
9, 6:30 p.m., for adults.
• Brownton Library, Tues-

day, July 24, for children at 3
p.m. and 4 p.m.; and Monday,
July 23, for adults, 6:30 p.m.
• Hutchinson Library,

Thursday, July 26, for children
at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.; Mon-
day, Aug. 27, for adults, at
6:30 p.m.
• Winsted Library, Tuesday,

Aug. 7, for adults, 6 p.m., at
the Schlagel building. A pres-
entation for children will be in
the fall.

‘Minnesota’s Civil War’
topic of coming tours
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Music in Park
The Glencoe Lions Club
held the first of three
Music in the Park concerts
July 11 with music by
Jerome Kadlec and Jim
Wendolek. The concert at-
tracted fans of oldtime
music, including Glencoe
Lion Mo Mahon and his
wife, Gloria, at right.
Wednesday night’s sec-
ond concert features
George’s Concertina
Band, beginning at 6 p.m.
at Oak Leaf Park.

son said there are some tenants
in downtown apartments fac-
ing that problem. He said the
city will talk to landlords to set
up “contract parking” in the
city lots downtown for a
monthly fee.
Council member Greg

Copas said there was always
confusion over no parking
until the streets were plowed
curb-to-curb. He said there
were some complaints under
the current ordinance rules that
the city never came back to re-
plow to the curb so people

could legally park on the
streets.
Terry Buska, street superin-

tendent, said the city streets
can be plowed in about eight
hours, but added it cannot be
done by 6 a.m. under the pro-
posed ordinance ban.
Buska said his plow crews

can get about 80 percent of the
plowing done by 6 a.m.
The city cannot have two

parking zones in town —
downtown and the rest of the
community — like under the
current ordinance, Buska

added.
Raiter said by 1 a.m. the

next morning after plowing,
the city crews can get the re-
plowing done. “It should not
be an issue.”
“For most people it (off-

street parking) is not an issue,”
said Wilson.
“In the beginning it might

be difficult,” Raiter said. “It’s
change. We’ll work with the
community.”
The ordinance change needs

three readings before enacted.

By Rich Glennie
Editor
Glencoe City Council

rejected a 3 percent in-
crease in its contribution
to the Pioneerland Re-
gional Library System.
At its Monday night

meeting, City Council was
told that the request was
made despite the fact that
the regional system had
more than its required
minimum reserve funds
available.
City Administrator Mark

Larson, who also sits on
the Pioneerland board,
said he was one of about
six members who voted
against the 3 percent in-
crease. He also recom-
mended Glencoe City
Council reject it.
Larson said the Pioneer-

land  gets quarterly contri-
butions from cities and
counties involved in the
regional library system.
He said the city has built

up $61,621 in reserves for
its contribution. The 3 per-
cent increase would raise

that to over $64,000.
The regional library sys-

tem joint powers agree-
ment requires the system
to have three months of re-
serves on hand, or about
$800,000, since the con-
tributing members pay on
a quarterly basis.
Larson contended that

members like Glencoe are
subsidizing other members
who have not built up re-
serves or cannot, or will
not, pay their share of the
“working capital fund” for
the regional system.
He said he questioned

that at the June 19 meeting
of the regional board.
Larson also was upset

that Glencoe requested ad-
ditional hours for its new
library at the City Center,
but was turned down by
the Pioneerland director,
who said there were no
funds available. He noted
Glencoe funded its own
additional hours for its li-
brary.
Two other area board

members who voted

against the increase were
McLeod County Commis-
sioner Bev Wangerin and
Julie Guggemos of Win-
sted.
Larson said Pioneerland

has overall reserves of
$1.768 million, but it is re-
quired by contract to only
have $800,000 in reserves
to cash flow.
He said his vote against

the proposed 3 percent in-
crease is “to force Pio-
neerland to get down to
the $800,000 minimum.”
Larson accused some li-

braries and communities
in the regional system “of
not meeting their financial
obligations.” He asked the
board to force them to
meet those obligations.
“I said if the libraries in

the system were not living
up to their obligations of
the joint powers agree-
ment, they should no
longer be in the system,
and that the city of Glen-
coe should not have to
carry them,” Larson said.
“What happens if some

pay and some don’t?”
asked Council member
Lori Adamietz.
“Are our funds used to

fund their library sys-
tems?” added Council
member Gary Ziemer.
“Probably,” Larson

replied.
“The other question is

where’s the interest on
those reserves go?” Larson
asked. He said he has not
received an answer.
He pointed out that

Glencoe’s contribution to
the regional library system
“is Glencoe’s money.”
Mayor Randy Wilson

said the Pioneerland Li-
brary System “has served
us well,” but he also ques-
tioned the need for more
than the minimum re-
quired in the system’s re-
serve funds.
Glencoe Librarian Jac-

kee Fountain said City
Council needs to look at
the big picture, too, and
asked what message it is
sending to Pioneerland.
In the big picture, she

said, the library does not
want to limit services to
Glencoe library patrons.
“That’s the bottom line.”
Larson said services

should not be affected, but
Pioneerland should spend
some of its reserves before
coming to contributors for
more.
Wilson said the city was

frustrated when it spent
the money to improve its

library at the City Center,
but was told by Pioneer-
land it would not add
hours.
He told Fountain that

City Council’s rejection of
the 3 percent increase “is
no reflection on the (Glen-
coe Library) staff, just a
disagreement with Pio-
neerland.”
He said the aim is to

continue the dialogue.

Council rejects 3% hike for Pioneerland

By Rich Glennie
Editor
Glencoe City Council is

looking at the possibility of in-
stalling an irrigation system
around the City Center, al-
though no action was taken at
the Monday night meeting.
City Administrator Mark

Larson said the hot weather
this summer has required a lot
of staff time to keep the new
sod from being destroyed. He
said city staff also over seeded
the lawn last fall.
The cost of the irrigation

system was estimated at about
$15,000, and it was not origi-
nally included in the work on
the City Center project.
In other matters, City Coun-

cil:
• Held a public hearing on

its MS4 ordinance amend-
ment. The ordinance controls
what can and cannot be
dumped into the city’s storm

sewers. A hearing is required
on the ordinance each year,
along with a report.
The amendment adds the

definition of a storm sewer to
the ordinance.
Street Superintendent Terry

Buska said the report is simi-
lar to last year in that inspec-
tions were done on all the
city’s holding ponds, storm
sewers, catch basins and man-
holes.
City Administrator Mark

Larson said the systems were
inventoried over the last few
years. “We do clean the entire
system each year,” he added.
The streets also are swept at

least four times a year.
The ordinance basically

says: “Don’t dump this down
the storm sewer,” Larson said.
Any ordinance change re-

quires three readings. Council
gave the ordinance amend-
ment its first reading.

• Approved the city’s contri-
bution to the Glencoe Fire Re-
lief Association at $68,795,
the same as last year.
• Briefly discussed the city’s

ATV ordinance that bans their
use within the city limits. It
has been proposed to allow
the ATV users to drive into
town to get gas and food, but
still would prohibit ATV use
on “city trails or to go house-
to-house,” according to Police
Chief Jim Raiter.
The city will continue to

talk with the local group,
Crow River Wheelers, on
changes to the ATV ordi-
nance.
• Heard that work is ex-

pected to begin on the Gruen-
hagen Drive extension project
in the new industrial park.The
work, by Wm. Mueller &
Sons, is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of August.

Council eyes irrigation
system for City Center

City Council Continued from page 1

Police Report

Police assisted a girl who had
stepped on glass while walking
barefoot on Hennepin Avenue at
5th Street on Friday. Her mother
came and drove her to the emer-
gency room.

At 3:33 a.m., Saturday, police
arrested Joshua Stuewe, 28, after
an accident in the 1100 block of
Hennepin Avenue. Stuewe’s vehi-
cle struck a light pole, and he was
cited for driving while intoxicated.

Police responded to a report on
Saturday evening of a domestic
incident in which one roommate
accused the other of stealing
checks and using her ATM card.
The accused roommate was is-
sued a no trespass notice.

Eduardo Gutierrez, 24, was ar-
rested and jailed over a domestic
violence call in the 700 block of
DeSoto Avenue at 9:06 p.m. Sat-
urday.

Two persons were cited for dis-
orderly conduct after a fight was
reported at about 3 a.m., Sunday,
in the 1500 block of 13th Street.
Also responding were several
sheriff’s deputies.

Building Permits

The following building permits
were approved by Glencoe City
Council on Monday night:

Ryan Voss, 1016 E. 1st St.,
deck.

Jerry Strobel, 2019 E. 15th St.,
reroof.

Mitch Schultz, 1215 Abbott
Ave., fence.

Security Bank & Trust, 735 E.
11th St., mechanical permit.

Kenny Grimm, 1120 E. 16th St.,
plumbing permit.

Nicole Howell, 2015 E. 15th St.,
reside.

Tyler Rosenlund, 1608 Chan-
dler Ave., miscellaneous
permit/stone veneer.

Dale Dobrava, 1821 E. 15th St.,
reroof.

Seneca Foods, 101 W. 8th St.,
reroof.

Dennis Davis, 929 Ford Ave.,
detached garage.

Mary Hayes, 2326 Hennepin
Ave., deck.

Matt Brennan, 1901 E. 14th St.,
reroof.

Marion Ische, 915 Sumac Lane,
plumbing permit.

William Freberg, 2608 E. 9th
St., window replacement.

Area Thrivent
members
can get tickets
for musical
Hutchinson Theatre Com-

pany’s summer musical is
“Singin’ in the Rain.”
Thrivent members can get a
discount on tickets and can se-
lect from either the Wednes-
day, Aug 8, at 7 p.m., or the
Saturday, Aug 11, at 2 p.m.,
performance at the Hutchin-
son High School auditorium.
A discount is available to

the first 100 tickets that are re-
served by Thrivent members.
You must reserve the tickets

by Aug. 1 by calling Jerry
Haag at 320-587-5837, then
pick up your tickets at the box
office. 
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THANK YOU!

Your support for all 10 years of this tournament has 
been most appreciated by COOKIE LEHTINEN and 
the GLENCOE COUNTRY CLUB BOARD OF DI-

RECTORS, sponsors of the tournament. 
Over 10 years, this tournament provided $27,580 for 
clubhouse improvements at Glencoe Country Club.
THANK YOU  THANK YOU  THANK YOU

THANK YOU to all 90 people who golfed in the “Black Jeans Open/The
Final Round” and for supporting the Glencoe Country Club. THANK
YOU to all the workers, volunteers and those who donated in any way.

Also a Huge Thanks to those individuals and businesses who very 
generously contributed money and prizes toward the event:

HOLE SPONSORS
Norwood Young Am. Vet Clinic, NYA
Wolter Farm/Golden Harvest, 
Tim Wolter

Mary & Mike Kohr, NYA
Chris & Kristen Sonju, NYA
O.E.M Services, Ed Magee, Green Isle
Jungclaus Implement, Glencoe
RTL Construction, Mike & Robyn 

Larson
Myron & Sandra Spaude, NYA
Dale Exsted, Glencoe
Kevin & Lee Starr, NYA
Metro Air, Scott Scheele, Prior Lake
Statewide Gas, Waconia
Jim & Karen Benson, Glencoe
Jeff Ziegler Seeds, Glencoe

DONATIONS
Hite Hardware, Glencoe
C&L Distributing, Glencoe
Donna Stuewe, Hamburg
Rick & Marce Selvey, Waconia
Debbie Klaustermeier, NYA
Jim & Karen Benson, Glencoe
GCC Board of Directors, Glencoe
Pizza Ranch, NYA
Parkside Tavern, Hamburg
Classic Creations, Barb Mueller, NYA
Sports MD, Mel Sprengler
Smith Oil of NYA, Russ Smith

Schad, Lindstrand & Schuth, Ltd,   
Glencoe

Colin’s Golf Shop, Colin Kerslake, Glencoe
Johnson Distributors, Phillips Spirits
Pepsi Products
Home Solutions, NYA
KTWN Radio (1310 AM) Glencoe
Tanglez Salon, Jamie Smith
Ann Dessermman, Minnetonka
Jim Benson, Larry Olson, Al Gruen-
hagen & Earl Harff, Glencoe
American Solutions to Business, 

Jean Hebeisen
Mike & Mary Kohr, NYA
Pam & John Hanson, NYA
Lois Jorgenson, NYA
Gail’s Shear Magic, Gail Koch, Glencoe
Jan Schweiger, Milwaukee, WI
Lynn & Doug Stuewe, Glencoe
Gregg Urban, Glencoe
Lars Ide, Glencoe
Parkside Tavern, Hamburg
Glencoe Laundry Center
Viking Beverage
State Bank of Hamburg
Coborn’s, Glencoe
Henry’s Foods
Citizen’s Insurance, Jeff Hebeisen, NYA
Karen Chastek, Glencoe
Locher Bros., Green Isle
Southwest Wine & Spirits, Mpls.
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Bring Culture To Your Home

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Contact your local coordinator today!
Kari Becker

Tel: 320-234-3475
Email: karibeckersts@gmail.com

Students from around the world are still waiting to be placed
with host families to experience life in America for a full school
year or a semester for the upcoming 2012-2013 school year.
Be a part of a dream come true for one of these students! 
Be a Host Family for an STS Foundation Exchange Student!

*28C29Al

                       
                          

 
Quality Clock Repair with 40 years experience 
We service all types of clocks! 
On site service for Grandfather and Tower Clocks 
 
800-333-8463             We serve all Southern Minnesota 
651-380-7880         
All large clocks call and we can make arrangements for you.    

Glencoe area can drop off your clock at: 
 

FREE  
ESTIMATES!   

Gould’s Diamonds & Jewelry 1106 Hennepin Ave., Glencoe
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Feel strongly
about 

an issue?
Share your opinion with Chronicle readers

through a letter to the editor.
E-mail:richg@glencoenews.com
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Staff
William C. Ramige, Publisher;
Rich Glennie, Managing Edi-
tor; Karin Ramige, Advertising
Manager; June Bussler, Busi-
ness Manager; Sue Keenan,
Sales Representative; Brenda
Fogarty, Sales Representative;
Lori Copler, Staff Writer; Lee
Ostrom, Sports Writer; Jessica
Bolland, Alissa Hanson and
Lindsey Drexler, all production;
and Trisha Karels, Office As-
sistant.

Letters
The McLeod County Chronicle wel-
comes letters from readers express-
ing their opinions. All letters,
however, must be signed. Private
thanks, solicitations and potentially
libelous letters will not be published.
We reserve the right to edit any let-
ter.
A guest column is also available to
any writer who would like to present
an opinion in a more expanded for-
mat. If interested, contact the editor.
richg@glencoenews.com

Ethics

The editorial staff of the McLeod
County Chronicle strives to present
the news in a fair and accurate man-
ner. We appreciate errors being
brought to our attention. Please bring
any grievances against the Chronicle
to the attention of the editor. Should
differences continue, readers are en-
couraged to take their grievances to
the Minnesota News Council, an or-
ganization dedicated to protecting the
public from press inaccuracy and un-
fairness. The News Council can be
contacted at 12 South Sixth St., Suite
940, Minneapolis, MN 55402, or (612)
341-9357.
Press Freedom

Freedom of the press is guaranteed
under the First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution:
“Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or the press…”
Ben Franklin wrote in the Pennsyl-
vania Gazette in 1731: “If printers
were determined not to print any-
thing till they were sure it would of-
fend nobody there would be very
little printed.”

Deadline for the McLeod County

Chronicle news is 5 p.m., and ad-
vertising is noon, Monday. Deadline
for Glencoe Advertiser advertising is
noon, Wednesday. Deadline for The
Galaxy advertising is noon Wednes-
day.

Founded in 1898 as The Lester Prairie News.
Postmaster send address changes to: McLeod Publishing, Inc. 
716 E. 10th St., P.O. Box 188, Glencoe, MN 55336. 
Phone 320-864-5518 FAX 320-864-5510.
Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Entered as Periodicals postal matter at Glencoe, MN post 
office. Postage paid at Glencoe, USPS No. 310-560.
Subscription Rates: McLeod County (and New Auburn) – $34.00
per year. Elsewhere in the state of Minnesota – $40.00 per year.
Outside of state – $46.00. Nine-month student subscription mailed
anywhere in the U.S. – $34.00. Address changes from local area
to outside area will be charged $3.00 per month.
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The McLeod County Chronicle

Opinions

Question of the week
With a roundabout scheduled at the intersection of Highway 15
and the airport road in Hutchinson in 2013 and another at the
north end of Morningside Avenue project in Glencoe in 2014,

what is your opinion of roundabouts ?
1) Love them
2) Hate them

3) Don’t care just as long as traffic improves

Results for most recent question:
Glencoe City Council is looking at ways to fund future

underground utility and street projects. Which
approach would you favor?

1) Bond for the work, and we all pay our share — 49%
2) Special assess part of the cost to benefiting property owners — 10%

3) Do a combination of bonds and assessments — 26%
4) Don’t do anything — 15%

81 votes. New question runs July 18-24

You can

vote
online at

w w w. g l e n c o e n e w s . c o m

There will be a very distinct
choice on the Nov. 6 ballot
when the entire state Legis-

lature is up for election. The next
legislative session also will be deal-
ing with the next biennium budget,
which was projected to have another
shortfall in revenues over expenses.
The distinct choice is: Do we con-

tinue the reforms, or attempted re-
forms, of the 2012 session pushed
by the state Republicans, or do we
fall back to the “raise more taxes”
approach favored by the DFLers?
Ask our current legislators and the

answer is simple: Keep reforming
and shrinking government. Of
course, they are all Republicans,
who believe less government is best
government.
Current District 25A state Rep.

Glenn Gruenhagen, R-Glencoe, is
attempting to win the new District
18A House seat that includes most
of McLeod County and all of Sibley
County.
He summed up the Republicans’

approach well in a recent interview
and aimed directly at shrinking gov-
ernment departments, government
regulations, promoting property tax
relief and, perhaps most importantly,
addressing the growing public pen-
sion problem that, left unchecked,
could result in bankrupticies like
those recently seen in California.
The public employee pension cri-

sis has been long ignored because of
the power of public employee
unions. But even they should be able
to see that the current level of pay-
ments to retired workers is not sus-
tainable.
Gruenhagen used the example of

“define benefits,” where a public
employee, through labor negotia-
tions, is guaranteed a rate of return
(8 percent for example), but the
stock market is performing at a
lesser growth rate. The employee
gets 8 percent regardless.
Even an elementary math student

can figure out that there will be a
shortfall somewhere down the road.

That “down the road” has arrived,
and has been well documented over
the years, especially with teacher
pensions and those of big city police
and fire departments.
Not enough money is now there to

fund the “guaranteed” pension obli-
gations under this scenario, and the
pension fund managers are turning
to the state, and the state’s taxpayers,
for help to make up the difference.
That should not happen, but it is.
Gruenhagen’s approach is to force

all new public employees to join
“defined contribution plans,” like a
401k program that many private sec-
tion employees use to pay for their
own retirements. Nothing is “guar-
anteed” with a defined contribution
plan.
He also favored a freeze on the

automatic cost of living adjustments
(COLAs) to public employees to
help stop the budget bleeding and
bring the state expenses more in line
with state revenues.
Gruenhagen pointed to last ses-

sion’s work on the huge Health and
Human Services budget. He said
projections were that HHS’ needs
would grow by 23 percent to 29 per-
cent in the next biennium. That was
shaved down to just over 4 percent,
without raising taxes, Gruenhagen
said, and are now more in line with
projected state revenue growth.
That makes more sense. HHS will

not receive less funding, rather that
rate of growth was made more af-
fordable. It made no sense to grow
by over 23 percent when revenues
grew by only 4 percent. That is the
definition of unsustainable.
And tossing more tax revenues at

the problem, as DFLers often pro-
pose, does not slow down the rate of
growth in agencies like HHS.
Gruenhagen is displaying the

practical, common-sense approach
to addressing the state’s budget woes
that we expect from our elected offi-
cials.

— R.G.

Distinct choices will
be on Nov. 6 ballot in
state legislative races
Our opinion: Republican legislators are on

right track addressing budget, public pensions

First off, let me say I love and ad-
mire old people. I’ve interviewed
enough of them over the years to re-
alize they possess an incredible
amount of wisdom, information and
common sense.
I guess if you live long enough,

some of that comes with the territory.
That’s my hope, anyway. But I’m be-
ginning to have some doubts.
I just turned 64, but I still haven’t

accepted the concept of getting older.
Of course, I’m not looking at it from
the perspective of those I meet daily.
In my mind, I’m still “20 something”
or “30 something.”
But I can almost hear those

“youngsters” rolling their eyes. But
don’t be so smug, young people,
you’ll be 64 some day, too!
While I feel fine, I’m seeing cracks

in my self-image that may indicate
I’m dillusional.
Last week, I tried to pre-condition

a stain on my shirt with that “green
stick thingy.” After a few runs over
the soiled spots, I realized I had been
using my wife’s deodorant. It smelled
nice.
That comes on the heels of using

my wife’s toothbrush a while back

after I forgot which color toothbrush
was mine.
She’s keeping a closer eye on me

now.
But not close enough.
I was lighting the outside grill re-

cently, and the automatic ignition
failed. I stuck one of those long bu-
taine lighters into a hole on the side
of the grill hole and “poooof!”
I saw crinkly hairs on the arms, and

my face felt like it just got on instant
sun tan. Not sure if I even had eye-
brows at that point.
Apparently they survived, because

my wife said a week or so later that
my eyebrows were starting to look
like the late Andy Rooney’s, and it

was time for a haircut.
With my hairline, the only way I

can tell I need a haircut is if I can
braid the hair in my ears. Apparently
eyebrows are another good indicator.
While I’m at it, there’s a saying

around The Chronicle office about
“pulling a Gail.” It was named after
former reporter Gail Lipe, who rarely
left the office without returning for
something she forgot.
I’ve been “pulling a Gail” a lot

lately.
Recently, I went out the back door

to my car, only to realize I left the car
home. I trapsed through the office to
the front door wishing everyone a
“good morning” in hopes of throwing
them off. It did not.
I have even, on occasion, walked

home at the end of the day, only to re-
alize I left my car at work. It works
both ways.
So you see, with age does not al-

ways come incredible wisdom and
common sense. Sometimes it brings
with it confusion and chaos.
As an octogenarian once told me,

“Don’t laugh, sonny, you’ll be 80
some day, too!”
I can hardly wait.

Don’t laugh, you’ll be old some day, too

Rich Glennie

If an additional 20 million Ameri-
cans are to be given health insurance,
somebody has to pay the freight. Nei-
ther Congress nor President Obama,
nor even the United States Supreme
Court is able to come up with that
kind of cash without taxing some-
body to provide the money. There is
no means from heaven to pay Oba-
macare, and Mr. Obama is not Noah.
It should be observed that goven-

ment can give to people only that
which has been taken from people, or
that which it is in the process of tak-
ing from people, or that which it will
eventually take from people.
If you can’t see that, then you’re in

“la-la-land,” have illusions of
grandeur, or are dealing from a little
less than a full deck!
Regardless of what some may be-

lieve, it is possible to spend ourselves
into the poor house. Just as families
have to balance their budgets, so must
the federal government. If you want
to dance, you have to pay the fiddler.
If you go on a pay-day drunk,

you’ll wake up the next morning with
a headache. And if one continues to
spend, spend, spend with no thought
as to how you’ll pay, all hell will
break loose when one has to pay the
bills.
Acknowledging this nation’s finan-

cial house must eventually be brought
to order, President Obama  appointed
the Bowles-Simpson task force to
look into the issue and come up with

suggestions as to how to address the
problem.
After a good deal of study, the bi-

partisan group issued its recommen-
dations. While the suggestions
dictated some pain, on the whole the
committee’s approach offered an
even-handed approach which ap-
peared to be an excellent starting
point.
Only trouble: The president never

proposed any action. The Congress
didn’t take action. The president
didn’t ask Congress to act. The com-
mission’s findings are still sitting in
some place waiting to be acted upon.
Which brings us to another gigantic

hit on the American taxpayer. (I
know, only just over half of us pay
federal income taxes, but we’re in
line for a huge hit on this one.)
A recent report by Bloomberg

News notes the president’s health care
law will impose an estimated $813

billion in new taxes on job creators
and middle-class families, based on
data from the non-partisan Congres-
sional Budget Office. A United States
Chamber of Commerce survey
showed 74 percent of small busi-
nesses contend that this law will make
job creation at their companies even
more difficult.
Even though Supreme Court Chief

Justice Roberts said: “The federal
government does not have the power
to order people to buy health insur-
ance,” he acknowledged it clearly had
the power to tax — in this case, the
power to imperiously “impose a tax
on those without health insurance,”
one in 20 new and onerous taxes in
the Obamacare law.
Obama and the Democrats reject

the notion that this is a tax. But a tax
it is, the chief justice ruled. Not only
is it a tax, but it’s one that will be
levied on people who can afford nei-
ther to buy health insurance nor to
pay the annual tax to the government.
Certain Americans will be exempt

from the tax, such as those who
would have to shell out more than 8
percent of their income for a health
care policy, those who fall below the
tax threshold, those who are exempt
for their religious reasons, members
of Indian tribes and those in prisons.
But the rest of us without insurance

American taxpayers in for gigantic hits

Chuck Warner

Chuck Warner
Turn to page 5



will get tax bills from the IRS.
Oh yeah, another big expendi-
ture, the Internal Revenue
Service will have to add a
whole lot of additional person-
nel to keep track of all this
stuff. Guess who will pay for
that?

Unless the American voters
make a change in who is in
control of the White House
and Congress come the No-
vember election, taxpayers are
in for some gigantic hits.
Chuck Warner, former

owner/publisher of the

Brownton Bulletin from
1953 to 1986, is a current
member of the Brownton
City Council.

By Dr. Harold Pease
With respect to the Supreme

Court’s ruling on National
Health Care, Justice Anthony
M. Kennedy said that the court
majority “regards its statutory
interpretation as modest. It is
not.”
Then, noticeably disturbed

by the ruling, added, “It
amounts to a vast judicial
overreaching. It creates a de-
bilitated, inoperable version of
health care regulation that
Congress did not enact and the
public does not expect.”
He called it “judicial legis-

lation” and accused Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts of trying to
“force on the nation a new
act.”
Judicial activism is when a

law of Congress is interpreted
by the Supreme Court in such
a way as to give it new mean-
ing. George Washington
warned us in his farwell ad-
dress of the inclination of gov-
ernment to do so. “Let there be
no change by usurpation; for
though this, in one instance,
may be the instrument of
good, it is the customary
weapon by which free govern-
ments are destroyed.”
Usurpation, in his day meant
twisting things around to ex-
tract meaning that was initially
not there.
So what did Justice Roberts

twist or legislate that changed
the National Affordable
Healthcare Act (Obamacare)
as passed by Congress? At the
top of the list, his rewrite
called it a tax when Congress
never passed it as a tax and the
political party passing it, and
their President, Barack
Obama, emphatically resisted
any description of it as such.
Rich Lowry, a political

commentator, said it best.
“Obamacare as passed by
Congress had a mandate to
buy health insurance and a
penalty for failing to comply.

Obamacare as passed by the
Supreme Court has an optional
tax for those without health in-
surance. Obamacare as passed
by Congress required states to
participate in a massive expan-
sion of Medicaid, or lose all
their federal Medicaid funds.
Obamacare as passed by the
Supreme Court makes state
participation in the Medicaid
expansion optional.”
In short, “Obamacare as

passed by Congress didn’t
pass constitutional muster.
Obamacare as passed by the
Supreme Court didn’t pass
Congress” (“The Umpire
Blinks,” by Rich Lowry, The
Corner, National Review On-
line, June 29, 2012).
Judicial legislation or ac-

tivism is not new. The desire
for the Court to “legislate”
through decisions expressed
itself more fully the last 60
years as it attempted to “right”
perceived wrongs instead of
sending the faulted legislation
back to the legislative branch
for correction by the peoples’
representatives.
By altering legislative law it

has moved into state preroga-
tives such as education, state
residency requirements, and
imposed federal standards of
procedure on local police to
name but a few.
In broadening its power

base, far beyond constitutional
restraints, it has almost de-
stroyed the idea of two co-
equal governments, one
federal the other state, known
as federalism.
In the National Affordable

Healthcare Act the Supreme
Court has effectively retrained
further encroachment (mutila-
tion) of the Commerce Clause
but opened wide the interpre-
tive door that the federal gov-
ernment can control anything
it taxes.
So, does this mean that if

the federal government wishes

to control free speech, press,
assembly, religion, guns, or
any other activity, it first sim-
ply levies a tax on that activ-
ity? Apparently judicial
legislation creates a “need” for
additional judicial legislation.
God help us!!
We must return to our foun-

dation, the U.S. Constitution
as written, without all the judi-
cial or executive alterations
that go beyond this document.
According to Article I Section
I, “All legislative Powers
herein granted shall be vested
in a Congress of the United
States, which shall consist of a
Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives.”
There is no authority for ei-

ther of the two other branches
of government to make law—
any law; and law made by
Congress is specifically listed
in Article I, Section 8 where
18 clauses identify the powers
of the federal government.
So, even Congress cannot
make any law it likes.
The issue of health is not

noted and is therefore, as per
Amendment 10, entirely a
state issue. The Supreme
Court majority ruling ignored
this long-term clarity and in-
stead chose to violate the doc-
ument they are charged with
upholding.
Dr. Harold Pease is an ex-

pert on the U.S. Constitu-
tion. He has dedicated his
career to studying the writ-
ings of the Founding Fathers
and applying that knowl-
edge to current events. He
has taught history and polit-
ical science from this per-
spective for over 25 years at
Taft College. To read more of
his weekly articles, please
visit www.LibertyUnder-
Fire.org.
Copyright (C) 2012 LibertyUnder-

Fire.org All rights reserved.

Guest column:

‘Judicial legislation’ at its best

By Lee H. Hamilton
When I first went to Wash-

ington, D.C., in the 1960s as a
novice congressman, the
Democratic Party was clearly
in control. It held the White
House and enjoyed big majori-
ties in both houses of Con-
gress.
So big, in fact, that a sizable

group of Democratic politi-
cians argued that when it came
to crafting legislation, the
most important value was to
attain large majorities and
push through an ideologically
pure agenda without even con-
sulting the minority. Compro-
mising in order to get
Republican votes would mean
surrendering core principles.
This might sound familiar to

you. Although today, of
course, the positions are re-
versed: it’s the Republicans in
Congress and on the stump
who argue that sticking to core
principles ought to be their
highest priority.
Political campaigns are not

just about who will govern,
but also about the candidates’
vision and how they plan to
achieve it. This is not the first
time in our history that two
very different approaches to
wielding power were on offer.
The first has characterized

most of our nation’s history: a
willingness to engage in ro-
bust debate over competing
ideas, work across ideological
divides, negotiate differences,
seek consensus, and above all
find a way to strike a deal and
move forward. Its emphasis is
on problem-solving and find-
ing workable solutions to the
great problems that confront
our nation.
Its motivating philosophy is

that politicians’ ultimate re-
sponsibility is to make the
country work — not merely to
satisfy their own, partisan be-
liefs. It is what has made pos-
sible most of the great pieces
of legislation that have shaped

this nation — everything from
rural electrification to federal
highways.
In recent months, the U.S.

Senate has moved toward this
approach, voting to overhaul
the U.S. Postal Service, fund
transportation programs, con-
firm judges and in other ways
try to make government work.
The other approach has

been on view more often than
not in the House, and was
prominent in the Indiana Re-
publican primary that recently
ended in the defeat of Sen.
Richard Lugar.
It holds that in order to

achieve policy goals it’s cru-
cial to purify the party, purge
it of moderates, and work hard
to reach overwhelming, possi-
bly even permanent, political
victory.
It rests on a belief that the

political philosophies at large
in the country right now are ir-
reconcilable, and that reaching
a compromise in the interest of
moving legislation is impossi-
ble without betraying core
principles.
In this view, Washington

does not need more collegial-
ity, it needs less. It does not
need cooperation, but con-
frontation. It needs purists
who will stick to their funda-
mental beliefs, do their best to
keep winning elections, and
ultimately control the White
House, the House and a fili-
buster-proof majority in the
Senate.
This is not an irrational or il-

legitimate approach to govern-
ing. There are plenty of
politicians of both major par-
ties who have, at one time or
another, advocated this ap-
proach.
But there’s a practical prob-

lem with it: It is very hard to
make work. The kinds of ma-
jorities that make ideologi-
cally pure legislating possible
don’t come along very often
— and when they do, they

don’t tend to last very long.
The old catchphrase that

“nothing is ever really settled
in Washington” is true —be-
cause the political agenda is
always changing.
Moreover, our system is de-

signed to make it difficult for
majorities to have their way.
That’s what the separation of
powers is about, and the piv-
otal notion of “checks and bal-
ances.”
Indeed, legislation that has

bipartisan support tends not
just to be more durable and of
a higher quality than if it does
not, it is also easier to imple-
ment. As a governing tactic,
ideological purity has enor-
mous practical difficulties.
Nonetheless, in the upcom-

ing election these two ap-
proaches — negotiation and
flexibility vs. unyielding ded-
ication to an ideology — will
both be part of the package of
issues that voters must weigh.
Which makes it crucial that
candidates talk not only about
policy, but also about process
— not only about where they
want the country to go, but
also about how they expect it
to get there. Which approach
do they favor? If they get into
office, how will they govern?
Their answers will make a

difference in how we as a na-
tion tackle the challenges that
confront us.
So as campaign season truly

gets under way and the candi-
dates who would represent
you start showing up to ask for
your vote, don’t let them off
the hook: Ask them not just
what they want to accomplish,
but how they’ll go about it.
Lee Hamilton is director

of the Center on Congress at
Indiana University. He was a
member of the U.S. House of
Representatives for 34 years.

Guest column:

How should winners govern?

Chuck Warner Continued from page 4

By Phil Krinkie
Few historical heists capti-

vate our imagination like the
stories of the legendary out-
laws of the American West
that robbed trains. From Jesse
James to the Wild Bunch and
the likes of Butch Cassidy and
the Sundance Kid, many
thieves claim to have per-
formed “The Great Train Rob-
bery.”
But according to the history

books the largest train robbery
in U.S. history occurred in
1924, when a gang of bandits
known as The Newton Gang
robbed a mail train in Round-
out, Ill. The amount stolen was
an estimated $3 million in
cash, bonds and jewelry. To
this day, not all of the money
has been recovered leading to
the legend that it may be
buried somewhere along the
rail line. 
The Newton Gang’s $3 mil-

lion haul pales in comparison
to “The Great Train Robbery
of Minnesota” that began in
2009 and continues to drain
taxpayers wallets to this day. 
No, this is not your classic

gunslinger desperado story,
but a story of deception and
miscalculation by our elected
officials. 
With flashy charts and out-

landish performance claims
the good taxpayers of Min-
nesota have been conned into
paying for a train that cost four
times the original estimates to
build, costs twice as much to
operate and has only 60 per-
cent of the estimated riders.  
You guessed it – this train

robbery is the Northstar Com-
muter Line. 
This ill conceived, poorly

planned, total waste of tax-
payer dollars termed the
“Northstar Commuter Rail
Line” runs from downtown
Minneapolis 40 miles north to
the metropolis of Big Lake,
population 10,060. 
This transit line originally

conceptualized and sold as a
“cure-all” means to relieve
traffic congestion on Highway
10 in Anoka County. 
The challenge now is what

to do with a commuter train
few people want to ride and is
projected to have an operating
cost of $20 million within five

years.
Like any bad investment,

one solution that is always of-
fered up is to double down and
spend more money to turn the
project around. This strategy
has added another station at
the cost of $13 million. The ra-
tional behind this plan to add
a station in Ramsey (a station
that was omitted in the origi-
nal plan) is with the intent to
increase ridership. Of course
this is the same argument that
was made for adding a station
at Foley Boulevard in Coon
Rapids during the planning
stage of the line. 
Another recent proposal to

stop the lopsided operating
loses is to reduce passenger
fares in an attempt to attract
more riders. In other words if
they make it cheaper, more
people will ride the train. 
The problem with this the-

ory is that the train already
loses $14 million per year.
Yes, the commuter rail line
that cost over $300 million to
build requires a $14 million
taxpayer subsidy to operate.
That calculates to a subsidy of
over $20 per ride, just so
somebody doesn’t have to pay
to park in downtown Min-
neapolis. 
But wait – there is another

idea that will increase rider-
ship on the train that robs tax-
payers on every run. Extend
the commuter rail line another
40 miles north to St. Cloud.
This was the original plan
until the Federal Transit Com-
mission nixed the idea back in
2004. Why build a whole train
when half will do?
Now proponents of the

boondoggle complain that this
has been the cause of failure
all along. So the answer to the
lack of riders is to spend hun-
dreds of millions more to ex-
pand the line to St. Cloud. If
half a dumb idea proves to be
failure, let’s build the other

half to prove it was really a
dumb idea. 
The best idea would be to

shut down the Northstar rail
line and sell the locomotives
and passenger cars. The prob-
lem is that if the line is shut-
down the taxpayers will need
to return half of the construc-
tion costs to the federal gov-
ernment. This leaves the Met
Council (the operating
agency) few options in order
to stop the waste of taxpayer
funds.
Perhaps the Met Council

should explore other market-
ing concepts. Examples would
be a dinner train, since the one
operated out of Stillwater has
shutdown, this could be a great
opportunity.
Another thought would be

to use the train for children’s
birthday parties. Kids love
trains, and since the commuter
rail service only operates
mornings and late afternoons,
the passenger cars could be
available during the idle time
to host parties.
Since Met Council members

seem to share the same child-
like infatuation with locomo-
tives, maybe they would offer
to entertain the children with
jokes and balloons. 
The sad reality is the North-

star Commuter Line was a
hoax from the start and The
Great Minnesota Train Rob-
bery will continue to loot tax-
payers to pay for the operation
costs year after year. 
Phil Krinkie, a former

eight-term Republican state
representative who chaired
the House Tax Committee
for a while, is president of
the Taxpayers League of
Minnesota. You can contact
him at: philk@taxpayer-
sleague.org.
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Professional Directory

Podiatrist
Dr. William N. Nichols

Located in the Glencoe 
Regional Health Services
1805 Hennepin Ave. N.

Glencoe  864-3121

Optician
Gerry’s Vision 
Shoppe, Inc.

“Your Complete Optical Store”
(with In-House Lab)

Call for Appointment 864-6111 
1234 Greeley Ave., Glencoe

JERRY 
SCHARPE, LTD
712 E. 13th St., Glencoe
Income Tax Preparation
Business & Personal, Estate & 

Gift Returns
Monthly Accounting & Payroll

Financial Statements
Compilation, Review & Audited

Jerry Scharpe, CPA
Jeffrey Scharpe, RAP
Tel: 320-864-5380
Fax: 320-864-6434

Serving clients since 1971

Dr. Julie
Schmidt D.C.

• Chiropractic Care
• Ear Candling
• Acupuncture

• Massage Therapy
• Firstline Therapy

Safe, gentle care for 
children and adults.

We use a healing combination of 
therapeutic massage and chiropractic

care to help you find relief from 
many different conditions and to 

help you feel your best.

Putting the care back into healthcare...

One patient at a timeOne patient at a time.

Experience the 
Difference

Schmidt 
Chiropractic Center
Norwood Young America

952-467-2505

• Individual, Marriage & Family
Therapy

• Child Therapy
• Medication Management
JAMES JONAS, MSS

Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

LISA JONAS, MED
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
NORMA HINDERER, MSW

Licensed Independent Clinical 
Social Worker, Bilingual-Spanish
ANDREA SHELLEN, MA

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
RENEE CARLSON, MS

Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor
REBECCA ARSENAULT, MSW
Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker
REBECCA VARONE, MA

Licensed Psychologist
THOMAS HURWITZ, MD

Psychiatrist
Most Health Plans Accepted
925 12th St. E., Glencoe  

Offices also in Litchfield & Cologne
320-864-6139 or 952-361-9700

THE JONAS CENTER
Chiropractor

Dr. Gauer Dr. Brown
Effective, caring doctors
Friendly, helpful staff
Convenient scheduling

Mon 7:30a-8p
Tue 7:30a-6p

Wed 7:30a-6p

Thu 7:30a-8p
Fri 7:30a-6p

Sat 7:30a-1p

320-864-3196
800-653-4140

1706 10th St. E., Glencoe
www.gauerchiropractic.com

Sam’s 
Tire Service

719 Chandler, Glencoe
(320) 864-3615

Check out 
our website:

www.samstire.net

• 5” Seamless Gutters
• 6” Seamless Gutters
• K-Guard Leaf-Free

Gutter System
(lifetime clog free guarantee)

PHIL GOETTL
612-655-1379 
888-864-5979

www.mngutter.com
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The Professional Directory is provided each week for quick reference to professionals in the
Glencoe area — their locations, phone numbers and office hours. Call the McLeod County
Chronicle office for details on how you can be included in this directory, 320-864-5518.

Roger Schultz
ACMT

Free Consultations
923 12th St. E, Glencoe • 320-779-1402

, LLC

• De-stress and relax
with massage
• Deep tissue/sports

massage
• Repetitive use injury

therapy
13 Years

Experience

Massage/Bodywork

“A Healthy High!”

CITY OF GLENCOE NOTICE OF 
COMMISSION POSITION OPENING

The city of Glencoe currently has a position opening on the
Planning and Industrial Commission. If you are interested in
serving on the above mentioned commission, please contact the
city offices at 864-5586. Interested candidates must be regis-
tered voters and reside in the City of Glencoe. Applications of
interest for serving on boards or commissions can be picked up
at City Hall or are available at www.glencoemn.org. Applica-
tions will be accepted until position is filled.
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County Board approves
Zellmann CUP, with revisions
By Lori Copler
Staff Writer
After a great deal of discus-

sion and input from frustrated
neighbors, the McLeod
County Board of Commis-
sioners on Tuesday approved
a conditional use permit
(CUP) for Joel Zellmann to
add on to a shed and have an
outdoor display of used vehi-
cles at his property in Winsted
Township.
Zellmann already has an au-

tomotive repair shop at his
rural Silver Lake home, grand-
fathered in as a home occupa-
tion, but wanted to expand
into a small outdoor lot for the
display of used vehicles.
At Tuesday’s County Board

meeting, Zellmann presented a
revised site plan in which a
proposed building addition
will be built onto a shed other
than the one proposed at an
earlier planning and zoning
advisory commission meeting.
Zellmann said that changing

the building plan would help
him deal with potential wet-
land issues and provide a dis-
play area that would better fit
the planning commission’s
stipulation that it be located
behind a line established by
the front of his house. He
plans to move his auto repair
business from the existing
shop building to the other shop
building, and use his current
repair-shop building for stor-
age.
County Attorney Mike

Junge then said the County
Board had to decide whether it
would accept Zellmann’s pro-
posed change, or send it back
to the planning commission
and Winsted Township Board
of Supervisors.
“If it’s a substantial change

and it hasn’t gone through the
comment process…” said
Junge.
On the other hand, Junge

said, going back through the
comment process could actu-
ally inconvenience neighbors
who already had been attend-
ing meetings, including Tues-
day’s board meeting.
Commissioner Ray Bayerl,

who sits on the planning com-
mission, said that most of the
concerned neighbors were in
attendance Tuesday.
While he felt that Zell-

mann’s proposal was a major
change, “I don’t like to incon-
venience the neighbors.
They’ve already taken time off
to go to meetings.” Scheduling
more meetings, in which
“nothing gets accomplished,”
wouldn’t be fair to them, Bay-

erl added.
Both Bayerl and Commis-

sioner Paul Wright said the
issue doesn’t seem to be the
addition to the building, but is-
sues of noise, the number of
vehicles on the property and
safety.
“The comments I’ve heard

are that it isn’t the location of
the building, but the nature of
the business… such as the
number of vehicles that are on
the property,” said Wright.
The County Board voted to

go ahead and consider Zell-
mann’s revised application,
and asked for public input —
of which it got an earful.
Neighbor Ron Blazinski re-

iterated his assertion that the
business poses a safety hazard
— people stop on County
Road 15, on which the prop-
erty is located, to eye the vehi-
cles in Zellmann’s yard. The
road has no shoulders, cus-
tomers use neighbors’ drive-
ways to turn around, or block
traffic on County Road 15 as
they slow down to look.
Blazinski also said he is

concerned his own property
values will drop because of the
condition of Zellmann’s prop-
erty.
And, Blazinski added, the

property is zoned agricultural,
but recently it has “become
more and more commercial.”
Ron Vorlicek, also a neigh-

bor, echoed many of Blazin-
ski’s concerns, but also said
the property has water issues
and should have a holding
pond, there is little or no room
for customer parking, and
should be fenced entirely
along the east and south sides
to shield it from the neighbors.
And Vorlicek also asserted

that even the planning com-
mission had made comments
that the business had already
outgrown its premises “and
should be moved to a com-
mercial area. The new ordi-
nance does not allow it in an
agricultural area.”
Larry Gasow, zoning ad-

ministrator, also provided
some additional information to
the County Board, including:
• The fact that Zellmann

will have to get a new permit
from the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Vehicles (MDV) to
sell used vehicles. Currently,
he has a permit from the MDV
to use his home as an office
for processing paperwork on
used vehicle sales, said
Gasow; the new permit will be
required if he also has an out-
door display for the vehicles.
• That the property had been

inspected by the county’s en-
vironmental department and
the Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency (MPCA).
The MPCA did find some

“minor violations,” Gasow
said, and will issue a letter of
correction to Zellmann.
Zellmann told the Board

that he plans to work closely
with County Environmentalist
Roger Berggren on making
sure he is complying with reg-
ulations regarding sewage and
the proper disposal of haz-
ardous waste.
• And that Zellmann had put

effort into cleaning up the
property and was trying to
meet the conditions placed on
the CUP by the planning com-
mission.
After hearing input, the

County Board reviewed those
conditions established by the
planning commission, revising
some and adding others.
In the end, the County

Board approved the CUP with
several conditions:
• That Zellmann cannot add

accesses from County Road
15, other than the two that he
says were already permitted.
• That only three used vehi-

cles can be displayed, and no
more than 20 vehicles can be
in the outdoors area at any
time, which includes customer
vehicles and any of Zell-
mann’s personal vehicles.
• That vehicles cannot be

displayed in front of a north-
south line established by the
front of the house, which faces
west. Gasow was instructed to
measure from the road’s cen-
terline to that point to establish
an exact footage.
• That the property will be

cleaned up so the home occu-
pation fits into the neighbor-
hood and “out of respect for
the neighbors.”
• The hours of operation

will be from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• There will be no “off-

roading” on the property.
Zellmann already has some

“tin-sheet” fencing to shield
the property, and the County
Board debated for a time as to
whether that is adequate
screening. Bayerl said he
would prefer not to address the
fencing at this time, “but if it
becomes an issue, we will ad-
dress it.”
In fact, Bayerl pointed out,

the CUP can come back to the
planning commission at any
time there are complaints, and
additional conditions can be
added, or it can even be re-
voked.

100 Years Ago
July 19, 1912
O.C. Conrad, Editor
Herman Grunewald, 64, suc-

cumbed to Bright’s Disease in
this city Saturday morning. The
deceased was born in Germany in
1864 and came to America with
his family in 1877, settling in the
Glencoe area. The family owned
farms in Glencoe, Rich Valley
and Sumter townships.
Dr. E.L. Maurer reports the ar-

rival of a son at the Emil
Rosenow home in Penn and a son
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Carl
Winterfeldt, also of Penn, both
born Friday.
J.H. Onstad, dentist, of Wah-

peton, N.D., arrived here Tuesday
and will remain here permanently,
having rented the north half of the
Odd Fellows block for his office.
Lumber has been hauled in and

placed on the ground for the new
parochial school. The building,
we understand, is to be completed
by Sept. 15.
The first carload of brick for

the new city hall arrived Saturday
and placed on the ground ready
for use. The city authorities have
been busy filling in about the
foundation walls and getting
everything in readiness so work
will not be hampered when the
contractor arrives to begin con-
struction.

75 Years Ago
July 22, 1937
Percy L. Hakes, Editor
At a quiet, single-ring service

read by the Rev. W.J. Schulze at
Friedens Lutheran parsonage on
Thursday evening, July 8, Miss
Agnes Heller, daughter of Mrs.
William Laatsch, became the
bride of Gordon Pikal, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Pikal, who reside
south of Brownton.
The sad and shocking news

was passed around here Thursday
morning of the passing of Otto
Schuett, 40, who died sometime
during the early morning hours.
He had been recuperating from a
ruptured appendix. He is survived
by his wife, Ella (Spaude), and
two children.

50 Years Ago
July 19, 1962
Charles H. Warner, Editor
Leonard Pikal, a rural Brown-

ton farmer with 260 acres in
Glencoe Township, has filed for
election as state legislator, now
held by Walter Jungclaus.
Members of the Brownton

School Board learned last week
that Howard E. Madsen of Hunt-
ley has agreed to serve the school
district as its superintendent.
Marvin Spaude, former

Brownton mayor, has thrown his
hat in the ring as a contender for
the office of county auditor. Also

competing for the seat will be in-
cumbent Lida Luthens of Glencoe
and Clarence E. Schultz, also of
Glencoe.
Mr. and Mrs. Darrel Radke an-

nounce the birth of a daughter,
Sheri Lynn, on Saturday, July 14.

20 Years Ago
July 15, 1992
Lori Copler, Editor
The Stewart Fire Department

was called to battle a blaze at the
James Mitsche residence on
Cherry Street Saturday at 6:42
p.m., and was on the scene until
about 9 p.m. Fire Chief Wes Nel-
son said the state fire marshal has
ruled the fire accidental, but the
exact cause is undetermined.
Eloi Hamre of Stewart has filed

for the office of McLeod County
3rd District Commissioner.

10 Years Ago
July 17, 2002
Lori Copler, Editor
Ground was broken Monday,

July 8, for the new two-room sci-
ence addition at McLeod West
High School.
A group of three area girls —

Jenna Juergensen, Rachel
Schweiss and Mackenzie Trettin,
captured two first-place awards at
a national dance competition in
St. Cloud in June.

History

From the Brownton Bulletin archives

100 Years Ago
July 19, 1912
A.F. Avery, Editor
Died, at her home in Collins

Township, five miles northeast of
Stewart, on July 17, Mrs. Andrew
Swanson, 56. A native of Sweden,
she emigrated to Collins Town-
ship in 1882, following her hus-
band, who settled there two years
earlier. She is survived by her de-
voted husband, two sons, Charles
and Gustaff, and a daughter, Es-
ther.
H.J. Hanson has taken the con-

tract to cover three cream routes
for the local creamery and was in
Minneapolis Monday and Tues-
day, with A.S. McCarty, looking
for horses. He has engaged Mr.
McCarty to take his place in the
barber shop.
The transfer of the general mer-

chandise business of Leistico
Bros. to Boehlke Mercantile Co.
took place this week.

75 Years Ago
July 16, 1937
L.A. Hakes, Editor
Three members will be elected

in the annual school election July
20. Filing were incumbents F.E.
Thiede and A.E. Ahlers, and Dr.
C.F. Traholt has filed for the seat
formerly held by W.D. Dunlap,
who resigned a short time ago.
Mr. and Mrs. William J.

Schulze are the proud parents of a
little boy who arrived Thursday,
July 8.

50 Years Ago
July 19, 1962
Kermit T. Hubin, Editor
Mr. and Mrs. James Kirchoff

(Virginia Kloempken) are happy
over the arrival of a baby boy, Jef-
frey James, born July 11.
Sister Gracemarie, the former

Madonna Maiers, pronounced her
perpetual vows as a Benedictine
Sister at St. Benedict’s Priory, St.
Joseph, on July 11. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry
Maiers of Stewart and was a
member of the St. Boniface
Church before entering the Bene-
dictine order in 1957.

35 Years Ago
July 21, 1977
Kermit T. Hubin, Editor
Three athletes from Stewart

competed in the 1977 Governor’s
State Track Meet at Brainerd Sat-
urday, and all three placed for a
very fine showing among the 300
participants from the eight regions
of the state. Jeff Bulau won both
the 100- and 200-yard dashes.
Julie Pagenkopf placed second in
the 880-yard race and third in the
440. Shelly Klucas participated in
the long jump and placed third.
The eighth-annual harvest fes-

tival, sponsored by the Stewart

Lions Club, will get under way
here Friday evening, July 22, and
continue Saturday and Sunday,
July 23-24. Over 40 entries have
indicated they will participate in
the street parade on Sunday.
Dennis Elmer Lipke, 62, an

area farmer and trucker, died July
2 at Methodist Hospital in St.
Louis Park after several months
of hospitalization.

30 Years Ago
July 22, 1982
Douglas G. Seitz, Editor
The publishers of the Stewart

Tribune announced Tuesday the
Tribune will cease publishing
with the issue published this
week. Manager Doug Seitz
blamed a recessionary economy,
an insufficient local advertising
base and rapidly rising printing
and postal costs.
Five steers and about 500 bales

of straw belonging to Arnold
Koenig were destroyed in a barn
fire Saturday.
David John Grabow, 56, of

Stewart, died Saturday at the Vet-
erans Hospital in Minneapolis. He
is survived by his wife, Lorraine,
three sons and eight grandchil-
dren. Grabow was the administra-
tor of the Buffalo Lake Nursing
Home from 1963 until the time of
his death.

From the Stewart Tribune archives

20 Brownton
seniors met
on Monday
Twenty Brownton senior

citizens met Monday at the
community center.
Cards were played after the

meeting with the following
winners: 500, Jerome Ewert,
first, and Eleanora Lamp, sec-
ond; pinochle, Delores Ren-
necke, first, and Elaine
Dahlke, second; and sheep-
head, Harriet Bergs, first, and
Elva Wendlandt, second.
Betty Katzenmeyer won the

door prize. Delores Rennecke
served refreshments.
The next meeting is Mon-

day, July 23, at 1 p.m.

Chronicle photos by Rich Glennie

Teen Challenge
The Teen Challenge Choir of the
Twin Cities provided the music
and testimonials for the com-
munity worship service Sunday
at the Plato Community Hall.
Spokesman for the group, for-
mer Minnesota Viking Lance
Bass, above, spoke about the
trials of these young men and
their ability to overcome drug
and alcohol abuse problems
once they turned their lives over
to Jesus Christ. Teen Challenge
is a faith-based treatment pro-
gram for young men and
women seeking to turn their
lives around, Bass said. “They
have hope to get back to their
families during the darkest time
of their lives,” Bass said.

July 23-27
Millie Beneke Manor
Senior Nutrition Site

Monday — Pork chop, augratin
potatoes, peas, bread with mar-
garine, peaches, low-fat milk.

Tuesday — Italian meat sauce,
spaghetti noodles, lettuce salad
with dressing, cauliflower, pears,
low-fat milk.

Wednesday — Hot meatloaf
sandwich, mashed potatoes with
gravy, carrots, bread with mara-
grine, pudding, low-fat milk.

Thursday — Barbecued
chicken, potato salad, green
beans, dinner roll with margarine,
strawberry shortcake, low-fat milk.

Friday — Taco salad, meat and
cheese, lettuce, tomato, dressing,
fruited gelatin, muffin with mar-
garine, sherbet, low-fat milk. Alter-
nate: hamburger, bun, fruit,
tomatoes, sherbet, low-fat milk.

Menus
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Thurs., July 19 — AA Group Mtg. next to Post Office
in Stewart, 8 p.m., call 320-212-5290 for info.; Stewart
Lions; McLeod County Area Archeology Collectors mtg.,
2 p.m., McLeod County Historical Museum mtg. rm.,
Hutchinson.

Mon., July 23 — Tops Weigh-In mtg., 5-5:30 p.m.;
Brownton Senior Citizens Club, 1 p.m., Brownton Com-
munity Center; Rod & Gun Club.

Tues., July 24 — Narcotics Anonymous, Brownton
Community Center, 7 p.m.; American Red Cross Blood
Drive, Cactus Jack’s II, Stewart, 1 p.m.-6 p.m.; McLeod
County Republican Women hosting a potluck picnic,
Northwoods Park, 855 Elm St., Hutchinson, 6 p.m. Bring
a dish to pass, along with plates, cups and utensils.

Thurs., July 26 — AA Group Mtg. next to Post Office
in Stewart, 8 p.m., call 320-212-5290 for info.

SECURITY BANK & TRUST CO.
128 4TH AVE. N. • P.O. BOX 279 • BROWNTON, MN 55312-0279
PHONE (320) 328-5222 • FAX 320-328-4045

Member FDIC

Better water
flows from

better thinking!
Softeners • Filtration
Drinking Systems

• Non-Electric

• 24/7 Soft Water

• Most Efficient Salt & Water Usage

• Iron-Odor-Chlorine Removal

• Free Water Analysis

• We Service All Makes

Haferman Water Conditioning, Inc.
(320) 587-7199

www.hafermanwater.com
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Independent Authorized Dealer



People

Son born to Hutchins, Shoen
Tanica Hutchins and Scott Shoen of Cosmos announce

the birth of their son, Schevy Shelby Shoen on June 25,
2012, at Glencoe Regional Health Services. Schevy
weighed 7 pounds, 10 ounces, and was 20-1/2 inches long.
Grandparents are Michael Hutchins of Glencoe and Grace
Shoen of Cosmos.

Sanken on president’s list
Michael Sanken, son of Dave and Jodi Sanken of Brown-

ton, was named to the president’s list at St. Cloud Technical
and Community College for the spring semester. He earned
a 4.0 grade point average.

Freeman announces birth
Melanie Freeman of Glencoe announces the birth of her

son, Paxton James Freeman, on June 26, 2012, at Glencoe
Regional Health Services. Paxton weighed 5 pounds, 14
ounces, and was 17 inches long.

Named to St. Thomas list
Several area students were named to the spring semester

dean’s list at University of St. Thomas in St. Paul. Included
on the academic honor list were Samuel Helberg and Blake
Shamla, both of Silver Lake; Lindsay Boesche and Jordan
Thompson of Glencoe; and Jennifer Vasko of Lester
Prairie.

Daughter to Benson, Butricks
Julie Benson and Jeremy Butricks of New Auburn an-

nounce the birth of their daughter, Serenity Rose Butricks,
on June 27, 2012, at Glencoe Regional Health Services.
Serenity weighed 6 pounds, 14 ounces, and was 18-1/4
inches long. Her older sibling is D.J. Benson. Grandparents
are Paul Benson of Shakopee, Dale and Teri Wermer-
skirchen of New Auburn and Bonnie Coble of Bird Island.

Named to Bethel dean’s list
Alethea and Elijah Morrissey, children of Wendy Mor-

rissey of Silver Lake, have been named to the spring se-
mester dean’s list at Bethel College in St. Paul. To make
the dean’s list, a student must achieve a grade-point average
of 3.6 or higher. 

Gonzalez family notes birth
Juan and Berangila Gonzalez of Glencoe announce the

birth of their son, Izidro Ignacin Duane Gonzalez, on June
27, 2012, at Glencoe Regional Health Services. Izidro
weighed 9 pounds, 9 ounces, and was 20-1/4 inches long.
His older siblings are Thomas Shotwell, Profidio Gonzalez
and Angelita Gonzalez. Grandparents are Earl Shotwell of
Kalamazoo, Mich., and Deborah Been of Holland, Mich.

Area students on UM list
A number of area students were named to the spring se-

mester dean’s list at the University of Minnesota, Twin
Cities campus. They include from Brownton:Mitchel Do-
ering in the college of food, agriculture and natural re-
source sciences, and Megan Sikkila, school of nursing:
Glencoe: Kristine Kirchoff, college of design; Lester
Prairie: Shane Cory, college of design; Cory Dammann,
college of education/human development; and Abigail
Martin, college of continuing education; Silver Lake: Seth
Mickolichek, college of food, agriculture and natural re-
source sciences.

Geurts announces birth
Abby Geurts of Lester Prairie announces the birth of her

daughter, Hadley Laine Geurts, on June 27, 2012, at Glen-
coe Regional Health Services. Hadley weighed 8 pounds,
6 ounces, and was 20-1/2 inches long. Grandparents are
Kimberly and Patrick Geurts of Lester Prairie.

Daughter born to Lake family
Ryan and Gretchen Lake of Arlington announce the birth

of their daughter, Inga Lillian, on June 30, 2012, at Glencoe
Regional Health Services. Inga weighed 7 pounds, 12
ounces, and was 21 inches long. Her older sibling is Aden.
Grandparents are Diane Dahl of Richfield and Robert and
Kathy Lake of Fairmont.

Son for Schroeder, Meyer
Stephanie Schroeder and Lucas Meyer of Lester Prairie

announce the birth of their son, Jameson Jack Meyer, on
July 2, 2012, at Glencoe Regional Health Services. Jame-
son weighed 8 pounds, 11 ounces, and was 20-3/4 inches
long. His older siblings are Grace, Hunter and Daniel.
Grandparents are Annette and John Schwarze of Brownton,
Steve and Sandy Schwanke of Glencoe and Luann Meyer
and Myron Kuehl of New Auburn.

Freitag among graduates
Joy Freitag of Glencoe was among the June graduates of

St. Mary’s University in the Twin Cities. Freitag earned her
education specialist degree and majored in educational ad-
ministration.

Samantha Rudy of Glencoe gradu-
ated from Perpich Arts High School,
the two-year statewide program in
Golden Valley. Rudy was in the music
arts concentration and will be attend-
ing Central Missouri State University.
Perpich is a state agency that serves
all school districts in Minnesota. Cre-
ated in 1985 by the state Legislature,
the agency seeks to advance K-12 ed-
ucation throughout Minnesota by
teaching in and through the arts. Per-
pich staff and faculty experts provide
outreach, professional development, research, curriculum
and standards development, a statewide arts library and
the public arts high school.

Rudy is Perpich Arts grad

Samantha Rudy

Bring the whole family to
experience the Durocher fam-
ily live at 9 a.m., Sunday, July
22, at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Glencoe.
One mom, one dad and 10

of their 12 children share a
time of lively music and hu-
morous stories centered on
faith and family.
From Maine to Mexico, the

Durochers have been enter-
taining audiences with their
spontaneous music, love and
laughter. Twenty-somethings,
children and seniors alike will
enjoy the music and message
of this talented family. 
The Durochers come from

Grand Rapids, traveling as a
family to play music around
the nation, and using music to
share the Gospel and instruct
on important topics such as
marriage and family.

Their musical style features
primarily American acoustic
music with a blend of tradi-
tional hymns and spiritual
songs. Some of their musical
inspiration has been Alison
Krauss & Union Station,
Nickel Creek, Ron Block,
Ricky Skaggs and several
other family bands.
After the service, Good

Shepherd will serve a light
brunch of fruit, rolls and
muffins and coffee … before
going back for more music in
a jam-style session with the
Durochers and local musicians
who wish to join in the fun.
“Plan for an enjoyable

morning of worship, music
and fellowship,” said the Rev.
James Gomez, pastor at Good
Shepherd. “It is bring your-
fiddle-to-church day.”

Submitted photo
The Durocher Family worship service and concert is set
for 9 a.m., Sunday, July 22, at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Glencoe.

Durocher family to perform
at Good Shepherd July 22

Hannah Greschner and Je-
remy Martin are engaged to be
married Aug. 11 at the Mar-
jorie McNeely Conservatory
at Como Park Zoo.
Greschner is the daughter of

Tammy Greschner of St. Paul.
She is a 2007 graduate of St.
Paul Central High School and
a 2011 graduate of St. Cather-
ine’s University in St. Paul
with a bachelor’s degree in el-
ementary education. She is
currently employed as a first-
grade teacher at the Nova
Classical Academy in St. Paul.
Martin is the son of Dave

and Pam Martin of Glencoe.
He is a 2005 graduate of Glen-
coe Silver Lake High School
and a 2009 graduate of Con-
cordia University St. Paul with

a bachelor’s degree in kinesi-
ology. He is currently em-
ployed at Gillette Children’s
Specialty Healthcare in St.
Paul.

Greschner
— Martin

Jeremy Martin
Hannah Greschner

Engagements

Randy Kirchhoff of Glen-
coe has been selected as a win-
ner in America’s Farmers
Grow Communities, which
gives farmers the opportunity
to win $2,500 for their favorite
local nonprofit organizations.
The donations are available
through the Monsanto Fund.
Kirchhoff has designated

McLeod Emergency Food
Shelf, located in Glencoe, to
receive the award in McLeod
County.   
A check was presented to

the McLeod Emergency Food
Shelf on Tuesday.
In 1,245 eligible counties in

39 states, farmers could win
$2,500 for their favorite com-
munity nonprofit. The Mon-
santo Fund expects to invest
more than $3.1 million in local
communities.
America’s Farmers Grow

Communities is part of a broad

commitment by the Monsanto
Fund to highlight the impor-
tant contributions farmers
make every day to our society
by helping them grow their
local communities.
Nearly 60,000 farmers par-

ticipated in the second annual
Grow Communities program,
which is designed to benefit
nonprofit groups such as ag
youth, schools and other civic
organizations.

Kirchhoff, Monsanto Fund
donate $2,500 to food shelf
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Stop in and meet the 
new owners and help 

us celebrate our 

1st Anniversary!

Thursday, July 19
Lunch 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Dale’s
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

2110 9th St. E., Glencoe
320-864-6353

www.glencoephinc.com

Door
Prizes!

Nightly Specials
Mon.- Hamburger night
Tues.- Garlic Shrimp 5-8pm
w/ salad bar & baked
potato $6.95

Wed.- Cook’s choice
Thurs.- 8oz. Sirloin 5-8pm 
w/ salad bar & baked
potato $6.95

Friday & Saturday
2-Meat Buffet

includes salad bar  $7.95

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

5-8pm- Hamburger Steak $6.95
w/ salad bar & baked potato

Tuesday Nights
Cactus Cash
Drawing 6-7pm
Wednesday
Biker Night

Prizes @ 6:30pm

Cactus Jack’s II
Stewart • 320-562-2609 F26tfnACj

Open House Wedding Reception 
for

Timothy & Lacey Schuette
Saturday, July 21

8 p.m.-Midnight
Plato Hall, Plato

music by DJ Craig  
Tim and Lacey were married on

June 21, 2012 in South Lake Tahoe, CA.
*28-29Ca

NOW PLAYING FRI.–THURS., JULY 20-26
NEW ADMISSION PRICES: ADULTS $7.00; 

CHILD, MATINEES & SENIORS $5.00

The Dark Knight Rises   PG-13
12:00, 3:10, 6:20 & 9:30

The Dark Knight Rises   PG-13
1:00, 4:30 & 7:45
Amazing Spiderman   PG-13
12:15, 3:00, 6:50, & 9:30

Ice Age   PG
12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:00 & 9:00

Brave   PG
12:20, 2:25, 4:55, 7:05 & 9:10

Ted   R
12:05, 2:30, 5:00, 7:25 & 9:45
Special Showing of “The Dark
Knight Rises” at 12:01 a.m. on

Fri., July 20. Buy your ticket now!

WACONIA 
THEATRE
651-777-3456 #560 • 109 W 1st St
STADIUM SEATING & ALL AUDITORIUMS
HAVE HD DIGITAL PRESENTATION 

AND 7.1 DIGITAL SOUND

~ CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED ~

K29Cl

766 Century Avenue • Hutchinson
SHOWTIMES GOOD FROM 7/20-7/26

THE DARK KNIGHT RISES  PG-13
Sorry, No Passes Or Discount Tickets Accepted!
Daily  12:10  1:10  3:20  4:20  6:30  7:30  9:40
ICE AGE: Continental Drift(2D) PG

Daily  12:40  2:50  5:00  7:10  9:20
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN(2D) PG-13

Daily  12:45  1:30  3:40  4:30  6:35  7:30  9:30
TED R

Daily  1:15  4:15  7:00  9:25
MAGIC MIKE  R

Daily  1:30  4:30  7:05  9:35
BRAVE PG

Daily  1:20  4:20  6:50  9:10  
Adult Seats Before 6pm $6.25
Child/Senior All Seats$5.75
www.cinemagictheatres.com

(320)234-6800

K29Cj

Open House 
Retirement Party

honoring

Kevin Dietz
26 Years with the Glencoe

Police Department

Sun., July 29
1-4 p.m. 

Glencoe City Center
1107 11th St E

*29C,30ACl

��������������
Downtown   Hutchinson 

Fri July 20  to Thu  July 26 
MADAGASCAR  3            PG

Everyday  2:10  5;10
MEN  IN  BLACK  3                  PG13 

Everyday  2:00  5:00  8:10
SNOW  WHITE / HUNTSMAN  PG13 

Everyday  4:45   8:00
CHIMPANZEE                          G 

Everyday  1:45  only
HUNGER  GAMES                   PG13 

Everyday  7:45  only

Adults�3.50     Kids & Seniors   2.50�

Monday Everyone��2.50�

320-587-0999   www.statetheatrehutch.com 

K29C30Aa

Sounds like
multiplication?
It’s newspaper

talk for a one col-
umn by 2 inch ad.
Too small to be 
effective? You’re
reading this one!
Put your 1x2 in
the Chronicle or
Advertiser today.

320-864-5518

1 x
 2



Funeral services for Cora
Baysinger, 92, of Stewart,
were held today (Wednesday
morning, July 18), at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Stewart
with the Rev. Robert J. Lehner
officiating.
Mrs. Baysinger died Thurs-

day, July 12, 2012, at
Ridgeview Medical Center in
Waconia. 
Corey Maiers was the or-

ganist and the soloist was
Molly Markgraf.
Honorary pallbearers were

Steve Adams, Amy Whitman,
Corey Maiers, Brian Hein-
sohn, Kim Streich, James
Whitman and Rachel Maiers.
Active pallbearers were Mary
Adams, Jill Heinsohn, Bryan
Streich, Rachelle Mathwig,
Shawn Streich, Jason Math-
wig, Cindy Streich and John
Adams. Interment was in the
Church Cemetery. 
Cora Lillian Laffen was

born May 26, 1920, in
Melville Township, Renville
County, to Walter and Emma
(Miller) Laffen. She was bap-
tized July 18, 1920, at St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Hector and confirmed there on
May 20, 1934. She grew up in
Melville Township, where she
attended rural school.  
On Sept. 12, 1940, Cora

Laffen was united in marriage
to Alvin Baysinger at St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Hector. They made their home
in rural Stewart, and were
blessed with three children.
Mrs. Baysinger worked at

Green Giant for several sea-
sons. Mr. Baysinger died June
15, 1986. In February 2002,
Cora’s twin sister, Dora,
moved in and lived with her
until Dora’s death in February
2003.
Mrs. Baysinger was a mem-

ber of St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church in Stewart. Her hob-
bies included quilting, sewing
and baking. She enjoyed visit-
ing and spending time with
family and friends, and loved
children.  

On July 7, Mrs. Baysinger
fell and was hospitalized at
Ridgeview Medical Center in
Waconia.
Survivors include her chil-

dren, Marlene (Darroll) Stre-
ich of Stewart, Larry (Marsha)
Baysinger of Prior Lake, and
Carol (Greg) Maiers of Stew-
art; eight grandchildren; 10
great-grandchildren; and many
nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives, and friends. 
Preceding her in death were

her parents; husband, Alvin;
sisters, Dora Buehler and

Gladys Krienke; brothers,
Alvin Nicolai, Arnold Nicolai
and Marvin Nicolai; brothers-
in-law, Lyle Baysinger, Mar-
vin Blake and Lloyd Krienke;
sister-in-law, Edna Baysinger;
and her father-in-law and
mother-in-law, Vern and Mil-
dred Baysinger. 
Arrangements with the

Hughes-Hantge Funeral
Chapel of Stewart. An online
guest book is available at
www.hantge.com. Click on
obituaries/guest book.

Cora Baysinger, 92, of Stewart

Obituaries

Memorial services for Ber-
nette June Asplund, 87, of
Hutchinson, were held Satur-
day, July 14, at Faith Presby-
terian Church in Silver Lake.
The Rev.
C a r o l
Chmielewski
officiated.
Ms. As-

plund died
Friday, July
6, 2012, at
the Lake-
view Ranch
in Dassel.
The organ-

ist was Barb
Wawrzyniak.
Soloist Mary Beth
Chmielewski sang, “The
Lord’s Prayer.” Congrega-
tional hymns were “What a
Friend We Have in Jesus,”
and “How Great Thou Art.”
Interment was at the Bo-

hemian National Cemetery in
Silver Lake.”
Bernette June Tupa was

born June 25, 1925, in
Hutchinson, to Joseph and

Agnes (Uherka) Tupa. She
was baptized as an infant on
Sept. 20, 1925, by the Rev.
Josepf Krenek, and later con-
firmed in her faith as a youth
in 1941, both at Faith Presby-
terian Church in Silver Lake.
She received her education

in Hutchinson and graduated
at the age of 16 years from
Hutchinson High School.
Ms. Asplund resided and

farmed in Hutchinson. She
farmed on and off throughout
her younger years. She was
employed at the 3M Company
in Hutchinson for 32 years, re-
tiring in 1982. She was a
member of Faith Presbyterian
Church in Silver Lake. 
Ms. Asplund loved the out-

doors. She especially enjoyed
spending time with her family
and friends.
When she needed assistance

with her daily care, Ms. As-
plund became a resident of
Lakeview Ranch in Dassel on
May 9, 2012.
Survivors include her

nieces, Nancy Reidell and her

husband, Bill, of St. Paul,
Susan Crowe and her husband,
Gary, of Hatboro, Pa., Jane
Aalderks and her husband,
Ric, of Maynard, and Patty
Loch and her husband, Bob, of
Wyoming, Minn.; great-nieces
and great-nephews, Joan Rei-
dell, Abigail Reidell, Zach
Crowe, Alex Crowe, Adam
Crowe, Jonathan Crowe, Dan
Aalderks, Mike Aalderks, Jake
Aalderks, Joe Loch, Tim
Loch, Brian Loch, David Loch
and Thomas Loch; great-
great-nephew, Jack Petranek;
many other relatives and
friends.
Preceding her in death were

her parents, Joseph and Agnes
Tupa; and sister and brother-
in-law, Mavis and Richard
Hoaglund.
Arrangements were by the

Dobratz-Hantge Chapel in
Hutchinson. Online obituaries
and guest book are available at
www.hantge.com. Click on
obituaries/guest book.

Bernette J. Asplund, 87, of Hutchinson

Bernette
Asplund

Funeral services for Stanley
Wallace Ruschmeyer, 90, of
Glencoe, were held Wednes-
day, July 11, at Christ
Lutheran Church in Glencoe
with the
Rev. Kather-
ine Rood of-
ficiating.
M r .

Ruschmeyer
died Sun-
day, July 8,
2012, at
Glencoe Re-
g i o n a l
Health Serv-
ices long-
term care facility.
The organist was  Chris

Starr, and congregational
hymns were “Precious Lord,
Take My Hand,” “What a
Friend We Have in Jesus” and
“Blessed Assurance.”
Military honors were by the

Glencoe American Legion
Post 95. Honorary pallbearers
were Paytyn, Mary and Allie
Busse and Kenny Hardel. Ac-
tive pallbearers were Myron
Ruschmeyer, Clifford
Ruschmeyer, LeRoy
Ruschmeyer, Francis Penas,
Gary Tabbert and Brian Sell.
Interment was in the Glencoe
City Cemetery.
Mr. Ruschmeyer was born

July 26, 1921, in Round Grove
Township, McLeod County,
rural Stewart, to Fred J. and
Agnes (Fluegel) Ruschmeyer.
He was baptized as an infant
and confirmed in his faith as a

youth on March 25, 1934, both
at St. Paul’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Stewart. 
He received his education at

a country school in Round
Grove Township. Mr.
Ruschmeyer served his coun-
try in the U.S. Army during
World War II at Camp White,
Ore. He received an honorable
discharge on April 10, 1943.    
On Oct. 14, 1942, Mr.

Ruschmeyer was united in
marriage to Iola Klitzke at St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church in
Fernando. They made their
home in Fernando, Brownton
and, lastly, near Koniska,
northwest of Glencoe.
Their marriage was blessed

by two children, Sharon and
Myron. They shared over 54
years of marriage before Mrs.
Ruschmeyer died on Aug. 9,
1997.
Mr. Ruschmeyer was a

farmer most of his life. He was
employed at Fremont Indus-
tries from 1969 until retiring
on July 7, 1997.
He was a member of Christ

Lutheran Church in Glencoe,
where he in the past served on
the church council. He was
also a member of the Glencoe
American Legion Post 95.
Mr. Ruschmeyer enjoyed

polka dancing, fishing, wood-
working, playing sheephead,
camping and carpentry. He
also loved Allis Chalmers trac-
tors and gardening, especially
raspberries and giant onions.
Mr. Ruschmeyer was a patri-

otic man. He especially cher-
ished the time spent with his
family and friends.    
Survivors include his chil-

dren, Sharon (Robert)
Haggenmiller of Henderson
and Myron (Susan)
Ruschmeyer of Glencoe;
grandchildren, Lori (Mike)
Penas of Hutchinson and
Susan (Terry) Busse of
LeSueur; great-grandchildren,
Francis Penas and Paytyn
Busse; step great-grandchil-
dren, Mary Busse and Allie
Busse; stepsisters, Florence
Scharmer of Buffalo Lake and
Dorothy Dirkswager; sisters-
in-law, Edna Harens of Arling-
ton and Louella Sell of Aitkin;
nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives and many friends.
Preceding him in death were

his parents, Fred J. and Agnes
Ruschmeyer; wife, Iola
Ruschmeyer; siblings,
Clarence Ruschmeyer and his
wife, Loretta, Norman
Ruschmeyer and his wife,
Lorna, Mildred Hochsprung
and her husband, W. Carl, and
Selma Tabbert and her hus-
band, Clarence; stepmother,
Isabella Ruschmeyer; many
step siblings; numerous other
relatives.
Arrangements were by the

Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel of Glencoe. Online
obituaries and guest book are
available at www.hantge.
com. Click on obituaries/
guest book.

Stanley Ruschmeyer, 90, of Glencoe

Stanley W.
Ruschmeyer

Funeral services for Esther
Elisabeth (Kroells) Oelfke, 95,
of Glencoe, formerly of Nor-
wood Young America (NYA),
were held Wednesday, July 11,
at St. Paul’s
Evangelical
R e f o m e d
Church in
Hambu rg .
The Rev.
D a n i e l
Schnabel of-
fiicated.
M r s .

Oelfke died
Sunday, July
8, 2012, at
Glencoe Regional Health
Services long-term care facil-
ity.
The organist was Sandra

Kroells, and soloist  Lawrence
Biermann sang “Beyond the
Sunset” and “The Lord’s
Prayer.” Congregational
hymns were “Take Thou My
Hand and Lead Me,” “How
Great Thou Art” and “Nearer,
My God, to Thee.”
Pallbearers were Tim

Schuth, Tom Longhenry, G.
Paul Ittel, Derek Longhenry,
Connor Longhenry and Dylan
Schuth. Interment was in the
church cemetery.
Esther Elisabeth Kroells

was born April 29, 1917, in
Washington Lake Township,
Sibley County, to Peter H. and
Lena (Nellen) Kroells.  She
was baptized as an infant on
June 3, 1917, by the Rev.

George Schmidt and con-
firmed in her faith as a youth
on March 29, 1931, by the
Rev. Otto Vriesen, both at St.
Paul’s Evangelical Reformed
Church in Hamburg. She re-
ceived her education at Dis-
trict 25 in Sibley County.    
On April 20, 1939, Esther

Kroells was united in marriage
to Martin Oelfke by the Rev.
Vriesen at St. Paul’s Evangel-
ical Reformed Church in
Hamburg. They made their
home on their farm in Wash-
ington Lake Township with
her parents and, in 1957,
moved into NYA. Their mar-
riage was blessed with one
daughter, Beverly.
The Oelfkes shared over 55

years of marriage before Mr.
Oelfke died Jan. 27, 1995.
In June 2005, when she

needed assistance with her
daily care, Mrs. Oelfke be-
came a resident of Glencoe
Regional Health Services
long-term care facility.
Mrs. Oelfke was a loving

homemaker and mother. She
was a faithful and lifelong
member of St. Paul’s Evangel-
ical Reformed Church in
Hamburg, where she was a
member of the Ladies Aid. 
She enjoyed quilting,

sewing, gardening, baking,
canning and playing bingo.
She loved to travel, take fish-
ing trips and Sunday drives
with her husband, Martin.
Mrs. Oelke cherished the time

spent with her friends and
family.
Survivors include her

daughter, Beverly (Earl)
Schuth of Plato; grandchil-
dren, Cindy (Tom) Longhenry
of Glencoe, Tim (Janet)
Schuth of Plato, and Christy
(G. Paul) Ittel of Plato; great-
grandchildren, Derek Long-
henry, Connor Longhenry,
Dylan Schuth, Riley Schuth,
Caleb Schuth, and G. Gavin
Ittel; sister, Delores Ische of
NYA; brothers, Harlan Kroells
and Wallace (Marlene)
Kroells, both of Green Isle;
sister-in-law, Lyla Kroells of
NYA; nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.
Preceding her in death were

her parents, Peter H. and Lena
Kroells; husband, Martin
Oelfke; brother, Milton
Kroells; sisters-in-law, Betty
Kroells, Sophie and Dick
Mehlhop, Helen and John
Mueller, Gertrude and Herman
Kroells, and Minnie Oelfke;
brothers-in-law, Raymond
Ische, Edgar and Louise
Oelfke, Arnold and Ella
Oelfke and Hugo Oelfke.  
Arrangements were by the

Paul-McBride Funeral Chapel
of NYA. Online obituaries and
guest book are available at
w w w . h a n t g e .
com. Click on obituaries/
guest book.

Esther E. Oelfke, 95, of Glencoe

Esther Oelfke

Vernon Hanson
Funeral services for Vernon

P. Hanson, 84, of Maplewood
and formerly of Stewart, will
be held at 1 p.m., Thursday,
July 19, at the Hughes-Hantge
Funeral Chapel in Stewart.
Mr. Hanson died Monday,

July 16, 2012, at his home.
Visitation will be held

Thursday one hour prior to
the service at the funeral
chapel.
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Pastor’s
Corner
Pastor Bill Baldwin
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Plato

ABUNDANT LIFE
Jesus said, “I came that you may have life, and have it in abundance.” John 10:10b. What is

“Abundant Life?” It is a God-centered, God-filled life overflowing with God’s goodness, love and
all-providing. It is the freedom and ever-new beginning of knowing our sins are forgiven through
Christ, that we can be who we were made to be and do what we were made to do.
Abundant life is NOT the prosperity Gospel that says God wants you to be rich and living a life

of luxury. Abundant life can be experienced by the rich, the poor and everyone in between. Abun-
dant life affirms generously sharing all we have, and all we are, that everyone may live lives of
basic sustenance and dignity before anyone has too much. 
Abundant life affirms that there is enough of everything for everyone, if we generously share

our love, joy, talents, and resources for the good of all people, no matter how deserving or unde-
serving we think they are.
Abundant life also means sharing our burdens and offering support to one another along the

journey through life, affirming that any situation or circumstance can be changed for the better
with God’s help.
And Abundant Life affirms that life with God goes on forever, even beyond death. We are eter-

nal, and death to this world means new life and adventure in the next. Abundant life shatters the
fear of death with the assurance and promise of life everlasting with God. Abundant life is know-
ing that God is here and all is well, no matter what.
In John chapter 3 Jesus tells Nicodemus that we all must be born again to experience the king-

dom of God. What that means has been expressed many ways by many people. To some it is a
simple formula that we recite and have an eternal promise that we belong to God from that one
time profession of faith. For some, they treat it like a life insurance policy they will present to God
upon death. I have a slightly different take on “born again.” To me, it is waking up to the fact that
we are spiritual creatures, creations of God, living for a time in human bodies. I think that is what
Jesus was always talking about. Yes, trusting Christ is part of trusting God, but being born again is
really about waking up to the knowledge that the meaning of life lies totally in trusting God for
everything. This is the abundant life Jesus talked about. Trusting God, trusting Jesus as God’s Son,
is what life is all about.
We so easily get caught up in the cares of the world. We think “having” things in this world is so

important. We think houses and careers really mean something. When all is said and done, we take
nothing with us but our eternal souls, and the good we did on earth. No, doing good does not buy
us salvation, but  a life of loving generosity is a clear sign of our heartfelt commitments. “What-
ever you do to the least of my brothers and sisters, that you do unto me,” Jesus said. 
Come on! It’s time to wake up to God’s goodness, the abundant life. Our God is an extravagant

God who has provided the very best for his creation. When we let go of clinging to our own secu-
rity we begin to realize that we are blessed to overflowing. This is the kingdom of God in our
midst, and it is ours today.
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Johnson-McBride
Funeral Chapel
1222 Hennepin, Glencoe

864-3737
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716 E. 10th St., 
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THANK YOU
The family of Lewis Bullert would like
to thank everyone for their prayers,
cards, gifts, memorials, food, flowers,
plants, and visits with him in the 
hospital and long term care, throughout
his long battle with pancreatic cancer.
Especially a BIG thank you ro Pastor
Katherine Rood and the lay ministry
team from Christ Lutheran Church.
Your prayers and visits were a day-
brightener. Also thanks to the GRHS
doctors and staff and the long term care
staff. You were very accommodating.
Thank you to Pastor Katherine Rood for
your uplifting message at the service. To
the others who took part in the service,
the casket bearers, the Christ Lutheran
Church choir, pianist: Twyla Kirkeby,
organist: Peg Hatlestad, soloist: Randy
Wilson, eulogist: Virgil Luehrs, lector:
Arlyn Rusche, and reader: Bonnie
Rusche. You all helped make it a 
celebration of hope and new life. A 
special thanks to the CLCW women for
preparing and serving the lunch after
the funeral. And not to be forgotten, our
neighbors and his coffee group friends.
He so enjoyed your visits and 
fellowship! Lastly, a special thanks to
the Johnson-McBride Funeral Chapel.
You showed special concerns and 
professionalism. *29Cl

• THANK YOU •
Thank you Dr. Fritch and the
staff at GRHS. Also to all the
EM staff and doctors, Grand
Meadows staff, Buffalo Lake
staff and hospice staff. You all
helped us through many diffi-
cult times. God bless! Thank
you Kerry, Klark, Paula and the
grandkids for all the help and
love you gave your dad and
grandpa through the tough
times. We would like to thank
everyone for their thoughts
and prayers and kindness in
our time of 
sorrow. We are asking for con-
tinued prayers. The 
funeral service was beautiful;
and God bless the singers, and
Vicki and Pastor HO. Our wish
is you spread the love, joy and
happiness you 
received from Stan, to those
who touched your lives.

The Stan Katzenmeyer 
family *29Cl

Granite, LLC.

Memorial Markers 
& Monuments

• Hand crafted
• Locally made with the finest granite
• Large variety of design ideas
• Competitive prices

730 Chandler Ave., Glencoe
320-864-2784 • Toll Free 800-354-9396
Mon.-Thurs. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. • Other times available by appointment.

Minnesota Valley

PERSONALIZED & CUSTOMIZED

952.467.2081
JOHN & LORI TROCKE



Experience live acoustic
music in an incredible river-
side location in Hutchinson,
the celebration of grassroots
music at the RiverSong
Music Festival, Friday and
Saturday, July 20-21, at Ma-
sonic West River Park.

RiverSong Festival will
feature music by artists and
bands from all over the na-
tion. Multiple stages will
showcase performances in a
number of genres, including
folk, blues, roots, Americana,
acoustic jazz, Celtic, and
more.

Bring the family. There is
a kids tent Saturday after-
noon with music for them.

See the entire line-up at the
website, www.riversongfesti-
val.org.

Gates open at 5:30 p.m.,
Friday, and 11 a.m., Saturday
morning. Tickets are on sale
on the website, in Hutchin-
son at the Chamber of Com-
merce, Hutchinson Center
for the Arts, Cashwise Foods,
Taco John’s and the Clay
Coyote Gallery, and at the
gate during the festival. 

RiverSong is a non-profit
organization comprised of
volunteers from Hutchinson,
Minnesota and surrounding
areas. The organization was
formed in 2007 and is cur-
rently operating with a

501(c)(3) non-profit status as
part of the Hutchinson Cen-
ter for the Arts organization.

Obituaries

Funeral services for
Quentin Donvin Klucas, 80,
of Stewart, were held Satur-
day, July 14, at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Stewart.
The Rev.
Aaron Al-
brecht offi-
ciated.

Mr. Klu-
cas died
T u e s d a y ,
July 10,
2012, at
Glencoe Re-
g i o n a l
Health Serv-
ices long-
term care facility.

The organist was Julie Ped-
erson. Soloist Jennifer Klucas
sang “One Day at a Time”
and “In Times Like These.”
Soloist Doug Karg sang “In
the Garden.” The congrega-
tional hymn was “The Lord’s
Prayer.” 

Pallbearers were Bruce
Novotny, David Wieweck,
Paul DeMuth, Dan McKeon,
Kathy Renner, Mike Miller,
Michele Feeley and Doug
Karg. Interment was in the
church cemetery. 

Mr. Klucas was born at
home in Grafton Township,
Sibley County, on Jan. 10,
1932, the third of five children
of Arthur and Lillian
(Macheledt) Klucas. He was
baptized Nov. 24, 1932, at
Evangelical United Brethren
(EUB) Church by the Rev.
R.R. Werner, and confirmed
by the Rev. A.E. Kottke at the
EUB Church in the Evangeli-
cal faith. In 1954, he was in-
structed in the Lutheran
religion by the Rev. M.A.
Schultz. 

He attended country school,
which was located at the end
of their driveway, until sixth
grade. After sixth grade, he at-
tended Buffalo Lake High
School and graduated in 1949.
Following graduation, Mr.
Klucas worked on the family
farm with his father. 

On Oct. 20, 1951, Mr. Klu-
cas was united in marriage to
Ordell Miller at Peace

Lutheran Church in Hutchin-
son. They were married 60
years and blessed with three
children, Kathy, Kevin and
Shelly.

They began their married
life on the family farm in rural
Buffalo Lake. In 1953, they
moved to Stewart, where Mr.
Klucas operated the Standard
Oil Station. While working at
the station, he took classes on
television repair and, in 1957,
started his own business,
Stewart TV. In addition to his
own business, he also did
service work for Isackson’s
Plumbing and Heating in Gib-
bon. Over the years, Mr. Klu-
cas also worked for Goodman
Produce, Fischer Trucking,
the U.S. Post Office as a sub-
stitute mail carrier, and at
Stewart Public Schools for
over 30 years as a bus driver.  

After graduating from high
school, Mr. Klucas was a
member of the National
Guard, based out of Hutchin-
son.

He was also a member of
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Stewart, the Stewart Fire De-
partment and First Respon-
ders, and the Stewart
Snow-Gopher Snowmobile
Club.  He served many years
on the Stewart City Council
and was a member of the
Stewart Improvement Associ-
ation.   

Mr. Klucas enjoyed the out-
doors and taught his children,
grandchildren, and many oth-
ers to appreciate nature. He
was a snowmobile and
firearms safety instructor for
over 40 years. He also en-
joyed canoeing and fishing in
the Boundary Waters Canoe
Area and in Canada. He went
on many hunting and fishing
trips with family, friends and
relatives.

One of his favorite places
was his son’s cabin in Backus,
where he spent time with his
family and friends. Mr. Klu-
cas especially enjoyed the
time spent with his grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren,
relatives and friends.

His favorite actor was John
Wayne, and he would often be
found watching his movies.
His favorite expression was
“One Day at a Time.”  

In January 2012, Mr. Klu-
cas was diagnosed with pan-
creatic cancer. He remained at
home until June 22, when he
entered Glencoe Regional
Health Services long-term
care.

Survivors include his wife,
Ordell Klucas, of Stewart;
son, Kevin (Janelle) Klucas,
of Stewart; daughters: Kathy
(Roland) Kirsch of Stewart,
and Shelly Lange of Stewart;
grandchildren, Christopher
(Jennifer) Klucas of
Lakeville, Stephanie (Carl)
Shimer of Stewart, Drew
Lange of Stewart and Tate
Lange of Stewart; step-grand-
children, Timothy Kirsch of
Willmar and Katherine Kirsch
of Winona; great-grandchil-
dren, Chase and Haylee But-
ler, Gavin Klucas, and
Savannah Shimer; brother,
Keith Klucas; sister: Phyllis
Hoecke; brothers-in-law:
Noel Phifer and Warren De-
Muth; sisters-in-law: Ronna
Miller and Beverly Phifer;
special nieces and nephews,
Paul DeMuth, Sean DeMuth,
Michael Miller, Michelle Fee-
ley, Melissa Miller, Grayson
Miller, and Linda (Klucas)
Brenton; special friends,
Kathy Renner and Dan and
Karen McKeon; many other
friends and relatives.  

Preceding him in death
were his parents, Arthur and
Lillian Klucas; sister, Con-
stance DeMuth; brother,
Roger Klucas; sister-in-law,
Annie Klucas; brothers-in-
law, Reuben Hoecke and
Roger Miller; grandson, Brett
Lange; and great-grandson,
Noah Klucas.

Arrangements were with
the Hughes-Hantge Funeral
Chapel in Stewart. An online
guest book is available at
www.hantge.com. Click on
guest book/obituaries.

Quentin Donvin Klucas, 80, of Stewart

Quentin
Klucas

Funeral services for Larry
Dean Mathews, 57, of Glen-
coe, were held Saturday, July
14, at First Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Glencoe
with the
Rev. Ronald
M a t h i s o n
officiating.

Mr. Math-
ews died
Thu r sday,
July 5,
2012, at his
home.

L u k e
Dahl was
the organist
and soloist Danielle Mathews
sang “Amazing Grace.” Con-
gregational hymns were “I
Know That My Redeemer
Lives,” “Jesus, Priceless
Treasure” and “My Hope is
Built on Nothing Less.”

Honorary pallbearers were
his nieces and nephews,
Nathan, Brenda, Ricky, Kari,
Shelley, Sheldon, Tammy,
Tera, Brittany, Stacie, Chad,
Shawn, Melissa, Jamie,
Dakota, Jalissa, Kim, Grant
and Dustin. Active pallbear-
ers were Purple Hayes, Mark
Schultz, Eddie Picha, Keith
Ruble, Kenny Ruble and
Loren Evers. Interment was
in the St. Paul’s Lutheran
Cemetery in Green Isle.

Mr. Mathews was born
Aug. 23, 1954, in Glencoe, to
Eldor and Mertle (Pinske)
Mathews. He was baptized as

an infant Sept. 12, 1954, by
the Rev. A.H. Fellwock, and
confirmed in his faith as a
youth May 17, 1970, by the
Rev. Merlin S. Pohl, both at
First Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Glencoe. He re-
ceived his education in the
Glencoe School District.

On Aug. 23, 1984, he was
united in marriage to Kathryn
Bayerl by the Rev. Harvey G.
Kath at First Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Glencoe.
They made their home in
Glencoe and, in the last few
years, on the family farm.
Their marriage was blessed
with two children, Nicholas
and Danielle. They shared
over 27 years of marriage.

Mr. Mathews held employ-
ment at Schwartz Manufac-
turing in Lester Prairie,
Fitness Master in Waconia
and Delta Fabricating in
Glencoe as a welder.

He was a lifelong member
of First Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Glencoe.

Mr. Mathews enjoyed hunt-
ing, farming and animals, es-
pecially his pets. He loved to
design and build different
items and could make any-
thing out of nothing. He was
a great metal craftsman. He
especially cherished the time
spent with his family and
friends, especially the chil-
dren.

Survivors include his wife,
Kathryn “Kathy” Mathews of

Glencoe; children, Nicholas
“Nick” Mathews and his fi-
ancee, Amber Pregler, of
Glencoe, and Danielle “Nel-
lie” Mathews and her special
friend, Troy Koecheler, of
Glencoe; mother, Mertle
Mathews of Glencoe; father-
in-law, Ernest Bayerl of Win-
sted; siblings, Darlene
“Dottie” Miner of Winthrop,
Larry (Janice) Mathews of
Green Isle, Lynn Schmer-
bauch of Gaylord, Julie
(Scott) Tuchtenhagen of
Winthrop, Jeannie Mathews
Schmidt of Owatonna, and
Sherry (Butch) Henkelmann
of Glencoe; brothers-in-law,
Milo Muchow of Gaylord,
and Steve Bayerl and his fi-
ancee, Kathy McCann, of
Maple Plain; nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
many friends.

Preceding him in death
were his first wife, Linda
(Fries) Mathews; father,
Eldor Mathews; sister, Carol
Muchow; mother-in-law,
Janet Bayerl; brothers-in-law,
Al Schmerbauch and Jim
Miner; and nieces and
nephew, Ricky, Stacie and
Brianna.

Arrangements were by the
Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel of Glencoe. Online
obituaries and guest book are
available at www.hantge.
com. Click on obituaries/
guest book.

Dean Larry Mathews, 57, of Glencoe

Dean
Mathews

Deaths

Bruce Post, 52
of New Auburn

A memorial service for
Bruce Post, 52, of New
Auburn, will be held at 11
a.m., Saturday, July 21, at the
First Congregational Church
in Glencoe.

Mr. Post died on Monday,
July 16, 2012, at his home.

A gathering of family and
friends will be held from 4
p.m. to 8 p.m., Friday, at the
Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Glencoe. The gath-
ering will continue on Satur-
day one hour prior to the
service at the church.

For an online guest book,
go to www.hantge.com.

Bertha
Milbrand, 102,
of Glencoe

Funeral services for Bertha
Milbrand, 102, of Glencoe,
will be held at 11 a.m.,
Wednesday, July 18, at St.
John’s Lutheran Church in
Helen Township.

Mrs. Milbrand died on Sat-
urday, July 14, 2012, at Glen-
coe Regional Health Services
long-term care facility.

Interment will be in the
church cemetery.

Visitation was held Tues-
day night and continues one
hour prior to the service on
Wednesday at the church.

Arrangements are with the
Johnson-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Glencoe. For an on-
line guest book, go to
www.hantge.com.

Doris
Bollingmo, 89,
of Buffalo Lake

Funeral services for Doris
Bollingmo, 89, of Buffalo
Lake and formerly of Stewart,
will be held at 11 a.m., Fri-
day, July 20, at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Stewart.

Ms. Bollingmo died on
Monday, July 16, 2012, at the
Buffalo Lake Healthcare
Center.

Visitation will be one hour
prior to the service at the
church on Friday. Interment
will be in the church ceme-
tery.

Arrangements were by the
Hughes-Hantge Funeral
Chapel of Stewart. For an on-
line guest book, go to
www.hantge.com. Click on
obituaries/guest book.

Submitted photo 

Grand Meadows flag dedication
The Glencoe VFW Post 5102 donated an
American flag and stand and provided a
flag-dedication ceremony to the resi-
dents at Grand Meadows Senior Living
on Friday afternoon. Participating were,
front row, left to right, veterans and res-

idents of Grand Meadows, Curt Aul,
Willard Meier and Mabel Stockdill. The
VFW members are Willis Herrmann,
Lloyd Duenow, Dennis Wandrei, Dennis
Scharpe and Post Commander James
Peters.

RiverSong Festival set July 20-21

20 members of Glencoe VFW Auxiliary meet
The regular monthly meet-

ing of the Glencoe VFW Post
5102 Auxiliary was held June
11 with President Angela
Johnson presiding over the 20
members present.

After the opening ceremony,
roll call, reports read and bills
approved, a moment of silence
was held for the POW/MIAs.

Margaret Koester gave an
update on the poppy luncheon
held May 17. The Auxiliary
served 361 meals, with 170
eating at the club, 153 take-
outs and 38 workers. Discus-

sion was held on whether to
continue with the poppy
luncheon, or go to donations
by members.

The VFW State Convention
was held in Rochester June
20-24.

Discussion also was held on
having more large vests made.

The club members donated
$100 to Glencoe Regional
Health Services Friends of
Sharing.

The Big Ten Conference
will be held in Green Bay,
Wis., in October.

The July 9 meeting was the
membership picnic with
chicken and potluck served.
The lunch committee was
Bonnie Templin, Renae Jen-
son, Alice Eggersgluess and
Mary Ann Ardolf.

The club audit will be held
in July.

Joan Wandrei made tray fa-
vors for Memorial Day for
veterans in long-term care.
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family-owned & operated

Now Servicing Glencoe 
Area Businesses!

Roll Off Service
Commercial & Residential

Waste Collection & Recycling
Weekend Service Available

507-834-6168 or
866-800-6244

Gibbon, MN
Please call for details.

A23-47eowCl

Dale’s
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

2110 9th St. E.
Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-6353

• Central Air Conditioning 
• Air Duct Cleaning 

• Service Work
www.glencoephinc.com

Lic.# 
062054-PM

K2CSELtfna

For all your 
Plumbing & Heating needs

and repairs call today!
• Tempstar Gas, LP Furnace & A.C.

• License #006116PM
Dobrava Bros.

Plumbing & Heating • Glencoe
320-864-6335

PLUMBING

HEATING
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James Rosckes, Glencoe

• Commercial
• Residential
• Agricultural

Office: 320-864-5729
Cell: (612) 310-5729
james@flatworksconcrete.com
www.flatworksconcrete.com
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Oil, Lube & 

Filter Service

$1895

Quality Service-Done Right!
OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

1320 Pryor Ave. N.,
Glencoe

320-864-6222
K18tfnCl

Up to a 5 qt. system. Does not
include tax or filter disposal.

We do DOT inspections Wed.
& Fri. by appt.

Brian Mikolichek: Owner • Bonded-Insured
                Residential             Remodel
                Service                    Light Commercial

Complete Plumbing and Heating Systems
Air Conditioning Installation

Winsted, MN 320-395-2002

Mikolichek
Plumbing & Heating

F1-4LA



The above schematic, provided by WSB
& Associates, shows the proposed im-
provements on Highway 15 from High-
way 212 north into the city of

Hutchinson, including a proposed
roundabout at the intersection of
County Road 115, just southwest of
Menard’s.

Highway 15 projects Continued from page 1

Plowman also dispelled
what he called some common
“myths” about roundabouts.
First is that large vehicles

cannot navigate them. The
proposed roundabout will be
154 feet in diameter, about 14
feet larger than the one on

Highway 15 just north of
Hutchinson. It also will in-
clude truck “aprons,” giving
long trailers extra room to ma-
neuver.
A second misconception is

that roundabouts are not safe
in rural areas. That also has not

proven to be true, Plowman
said. Rural roundabouts help
keep traffic flowing while im-
proving safety, especially if
they have overhead lighting to
improve visibility at night —
which the Highway 15/County
Road 115 intersection already
has.
Plowman said the proposed

roundabout also will have
pedestrian lanes.
It is hoped that the design

for the project will be finished
by January 2013, with con-
struction to start in June.
Asked about possible clo-

sures of Highway 15 during
the overlay and roundabout
construction, Susann
Karnowski of MnDOT said
she hopes closures can be stag-
gered so the highway is not
closed all the way from High-
way 212 to Hutchinson
throughout the construction
project. However, she said,
closure dates and detour routes
are yet to be decided.
Karnowski said another

open house will be held in Au-
gust as plans become more fi-
nalized, and a third one will be
held before construction be-
gins.
Another resident asked

about the speed on County
Road 115 from Highway 15
going east to Highway 22.
John Brunkhorst, McLeod

County highway engineer,
said the county will be looking
at reducing speed on that
stretch of road, particularly
since the new Harmony River
senior housing complex was
built in that area.

Chronicle photo by Lori Copler
Andrew Plowman of WSB & Associates explained
some of the safety features of roundabouts during a
presentation on proposed Highway 15/County Road
115 improvements Wednesday evening in Hutchinson.

where we can maintain.”
And Gruenhagen stressed it

was all done without raising
taxes despite the governor’s
shut down of state govern-
ment in 2011 that “gained
nothing.”
At the end of the 2011 spe-

cial session, the governor
signed the same legislative
budget numbers put forth be-
fore the shutdown, Gruen-
hagen pointed out, and he
added the likelihood of an-
other shutdown is slim in the
2013 session that includes the
next biennium budget debate.
“The DFL wants to tax and

spend,” Gruenhagen said.
“Republicans want reform
and to reduce growth of state
government. If (spending is)
not under control, there
would be no funds for things
like education and transporta-
tion.”
He said reforming the

budget in 2012 is “a primary
reason we have a budget sur-
plus now. We’re not there yet
(with reforms), but we made
a lot of progress” in the last
session.
“We’ll know we’re there

when growth is at or under
private sector growth. That
equals a positive fund bal-
ance,” Gruenhagen said. “We
definitely took a big step in
slowing growth in a critical
area (HHS).
“We can no longer operate

as we have in the past,” he
continued. Facing a $1 billion
shortfall in the next bien-
nium, Gruenhagen said the
Legislature needs to look at
how services are being deliv-
ered and reform the process.
It happened when rural

school districts consolidated
in the past, and that may need
to be looked at in other parts
of the state budget, too.
The second accomplish-

ment by the last Legislature
was the start on education re-
forms aimed at reducing the
achievement gap between
whites and students of color,
Gruenhagen said.
He authored a bill to repay

school districts the delayed
payments, or “shift,” that
helped balance the state
budget in 2011. But he said
Gov. Dayton vetoed that bill.
As a former school board

member, Gruenhagen said the
inner city schools get more
education funding, “but the
academic results are ex-
tremely low.”
Gruenhagen suggested giv-

ing these students and their
families more options on
where to attend school
“through educational scholar-
ships” that follow the child.
He also pounded away at

his long-held feelings that in-
stituting programs intensive
phonics would improve read-
ing scores.
A third issue addressed at

the 2012 Legislature was
property tax reform for com-
mercial and residential prop-
erties. But Gov. Dayton
vetoed those reform efforts,
he said. Gruenhagen pre-
dicted there will be a strong
emphasis on that again in the
2013 session.
Gruenhagen said the aim of

the property tax reform is to
accelerate the economic
growth rate by reducing ex-
cess regulations and high
taxes.
He said repeal of the 25/25

regulations on alternative en-
ergy, for example, is a start.
He said those requirements
have driven up the cost of
electricity and cost of other
energy. He called the “man-
made global warming theory
more embellishment than sci-
entific fact.”
Also, he would like to see

strong reforms of the Min-
nesota Pollution Control
Agency and the Minnesota
Department of Natural Re-
sources regulations that he
claims have stifled business
and job growth in the state.
He pointed to difficulties in
getting state permits for such
things as mining on the Iron
Range that would create hun-
dreds of new jobs.
Pension reform is high on

the next legislative agenda,
he predicted.
Gruenhagen said the cur-

rent defined benefits locked
into public employee pen-
sions, which have a guaran-
teed rate of return regardless
of how the market performs,
needs to be replaced by de-
fined contribution plans like
private sector 401k plans.
As an example, Gruen-

hagen said that guaranteed
rate of return may be 8 per-
cent while the markets are
performing at 4 percent. Pen-
sioners get 8 percent regard-
less, and that has left pension
funds short of funds.
While he said unions have

made some concessions, they
are not nearly enough to ad-
dress the growing disparity in
funding public pensions.
“We can no longer ignore

this (pension crisis),” Gruen-
hagen said. “The longer we
ignore it, the worse it will
get.”
He suggested all new pub-

lic employees be required to
invest in programs like a
401k, and all automatic cost
of living adjustments
(COLAs) be frozen.
Gruenhagen said people do

not generally get motivated to
do things unless there is a cri-
sis or strong criticism, then
changes in government can
take place.
If Minnesota voters keep

the Republican majorities in
the Legislature after Novem-
ber, “we will keep reform-
ing,” Gruenhagen said.
“I’m optimistic we can

work together,” Gruenhagen
said of the accusation that
the two parties are “polar-
ized.”
He pointed to the 250 bills

passed this year of which
more than 150 were passed
unanimously or nearly so.
“There was a lot of biparti-

sanship,” Gruenhagen said.
“We both agree on the prob-
lem, but we disagree on the
solution.”

Gruenhagen Continued from page 1

Crow River Habitat for Hu-
manity invites all to attend the
celebration dinner hosted by
Crow River Habitat for Hu-
manity on Wednesday, July
18, in South Park in Hutchin-
son. It will start at 6 p.m. and
will commemorate the con-
struction of Minnesota’s
2001st Habitat for Humanity
Home.
The home in Hutchinson

was selected to be this year’s
Habitat 500 bike.home, which
means that some of the Habitat
500 riders will spend the day
building walls and installing
roof trusses at the new home at
587 Franklin St. Work shifts
will begin at 8 a.m. that day. 
In addition, an estimated

$30,000 of funds raised
through the Habitat 500 will
go toward the bike.home in

Hutchinson.
Following the dinner, there

will be a thank you from the
new homeowners, the Wolff
family.
The Habitat riders also will

present the family with new
bikes, helmets, and other bik-
ing supplies.
Contact the CRHFH office

at 320-587-8868, if you have
any further questions.

Habitat for Humanity plans July 18 dinner
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A health talk by

Christa Waymire, MD

GRHS0502 (06/12)

Thursday, July 26
7:00–8:00 p.m.

Conference Rooms  |  Please use hospital entrance

1805 Hennepin Ave North, Glencoe

Registration deadline: Noon on Wednesday, July 25
Reserve your spot by calling 320-864-7810

or visiting www.grhsonline.org

Childhood Vaccines
Why are vaccines still important?
How are side effects addressed?
How have vaccinations improved our health over time? 
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